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Yeshayah 33-35 — The Last “Hoi”; Prelude to the Assyrian Invasion
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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33:6 A special verse

1. Talmud, Shabbat 31a
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Reish Lakish said... emunatis Zeraim, ifecha is Moed, chosen is Nashim, yeshuot is Nezikin, chochmat is Kodashim,

vadaatis Taharot. And even with this — awe of Gd is its storehouse.

Rava taught: When a person is brought in for judgment, they say to him:

Did you deal honestly? ...establish time for Torah study? ...involve yourself in procreation?

Did you hope for Mashiach?  ...delve into fine points of wisdom2  ...understand lessons within lessons@

And yet, with all of this - if he possesses awe of Gd in his storehouse then he will do well, but otherwise he will not.

2. Parsing Yeshayah 33:6

Rashi 1 Emunah = Your faith at times of tithing; Salvation/Knowledge/Wisdom = Reward
Rashi 2 Emunah = Your faith in difficult historical periods; Salvation/Knowledge/Wisdom = Reward
Radak, Abarbanel Emunah (endurance) and Salvation will be given to you, due to your Knowledge/Wisdom

3. Talmud, Makkot 24a
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Yeshayahu came and established them as six, in Yeshayah 33:15...

Structure of Chapters 34-35

34:1-8 Assault on the Nations
34:9-17 The Ruin of the Nations
35:1-10 Israel’s desert will flower, and those who have suffered will be restored

Preparation Questions

e Chapter 34 Who is the enemy here2 And when does this happen?
o 344 Who are the "heavenly host"2

o 34:5 Who is "the nation of My destruction"?

o 34:16 What is the "book of Gd"2 Who isn’t missing?

The Overall Theme
4. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 34:2
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All of the commentators say this is about the future. Only Rabbi Moshe haKohen said Edom was destroyed in the time
of Assyria, such that the whole portion is contiguous.

5. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 34:1
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The introduction and prologue of this portion demonstrate its importance and the power of the future mentioned in it. It
begins, “Draw near, nations, to hear; nations, listen,” teaching that this prophecy was not addressed to the House of
Israel, and not to Yehudah and Jerusalem like the preceding prophecies. It was stated for all of the nations which
besieged Israel in their exile. Therefore it called them to hear the heavenly decree that Gd ordered upon them. And
because it was not specific to one nation, but for all of the empires of the land, it said, “Let the earth and all in it hear”...



6. The Assyrian Invasion Melachim 11 18:9-16

What about Edom?
7. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 34:4
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For in the end of days, Edom will be awakened to go conquer Jerusalem, as their holy place, and they will also conquer
all of Egypt and their exiles, and the Assyrians and all of the eastern lands will come battle them — whether to avenge
those killed by Edom from Egypt and other Arab nations in Israel, or because Jerusalem and the Temple are also a place
of great holiness and the entrance of Heaven for Ishmaelites. Therefore, all of them will gather to take it from the
Christians. Then will be a great catastrophe for Edom and for those who battle them, for since the Assyrians destroyed
Israel, and the Romans, Edom, destroyed it a second time, there was a Divine decree that in that land, to which they
came at other times fo attack it wickedly, there they will receive their punishment and Gd's vengeance will be upon
them, and the land will not be atoned for the Jewish blood spilled in it other than with the blood of the one who spilled
it. “In the place of wickedness, there is the judgment.” And therefore the prophet mentioned here the general vengeance
of the nations, and then it mentioned the destruction of Edom specifically, which will be within that vengeance.

8. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 35:10
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(1) We have the same father in our religions;
(2) Esav and Edom serve their father/Father with trickery;
(3) Esav married among the nations and his wives anger Gd; ditto for the nations which have merged with Rome;
(4) Esav received material blessings, while Yaakov received spiritual blessings;
(5) Esav hates Yaakov, and wishes to kill him.

9. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 34:6
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Some say it is Constantinople; this is not possible, as it has not existed for a millennium. It is only a land in Edom.

10. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 34:9
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Granted that we have seen another Botzrah in Moav, named this because it is a reinforced city, but why couldn’t Rome
also be called that, since it is like that? And who knows if the prophets intended to call Rome “Botzrah” because the
gematria of Betzer is 692, and the 5 is 5000, hinting to the year 5692 when the destruction of Rome will be complete.
For | have told you in Maayanei haYeshuah and Yeshuot Meshicho what they z”| mentioned from the scroll found in the
Roman archives, saying it would be destroyed in 5691 from Creation. Since this is their tradition, they called it “Botzrah”,
which is that number.



Elements and images

11.Radak to Yeshayah 34:4
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12. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 34:4
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13. Malbim to Yeshayah 34:4
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14. Malbim to Yeshayah 34:16
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ltems of External Interest

15.Talmud, Chagigah 12a (and see Ramban to Bereishit 1:1)
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16. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 34:11 (and see Tehillim 68:32)
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17.Talmud, Sanhedrin 91b
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18. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 95:1
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19. Talmud, Shabbat 88a
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