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Yeshayah 30-33 — The Fifth and Sixth “Hoi"s: Language of the Fifth; Conclusion in the Sixth

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Language and lines (continued)
1. Talmud, Sotah 49a
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Rabbi Avahu said: They sate such a righteous person from the radiance of the Shechinah, at it says, “And your eyes
shall see your Moreh.”

2. Talmud, Eruvin 13b
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Rebbe said: | am sharper than my peers because | saw Rabbi Meir from behind him. Had | seen him from before him,
| would have been still sharper. As it says, “And your eyes shall see your moreh.”

3. Talmud, Keritot 6a
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Rav Mesharsheya told his children: When you go learn before your mentors, first review the text of the mishnah and

then go before your mentors, and when you sit before your mentors, watch their mouths, as it says...

4. Talmud, Pesachim 54a
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Seven things were created before the universe: Torah, repentance, Gan Eden, Gehennom, the Throne of Glory, the
Temple and the Name of Mashiach...

5. Talmud, Eruvin 19a
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Gehennom has three entrances: One in the wilderness, one in the sea, and one in Jerusalem...

6. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 31:9
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Whose light is in Jerusalem, like one who lives permanently in one place, where his oven and fire are located. So

Hashem’s residence is in Jerusalem, and His oven and fire are there. Therefore, when Sancherev invaded, Gd was

aroused to remove him from there and exile him from His residence.

7. Talmud, Bava Batra 9a
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Rabbi Elazar said: It is greater to cause others to act than to act oneself [regarding tzedakah], as it says, efc.

8. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 5b
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What is the meaning of, “You are fortunate, who plant upon all waters, who send the leg of the ox and donkey”?2 Israel
is fortunate! When they are involved in Torah and acts of generosity, their nature is in their control and they are not in
the control of their nature... “Planting” is only tzedakah, as in Hosheia 10:12, and “water” is Torah, as in Yeshayah
55:1. “Who send the leg of the ox and donkey” - It was taught in the yeshiva of Eliyahu: One should always make
himself like the ox to the yoke and the donkey to the burden, for words of Torah.



Chapter 33: The Rise of Justice and Faith
9. Structure of the Chapter

e 33:1:6 Gd will fight the despoiler, saving Israel
e 3379 Someone suffers or suffered?
e 33:10-12 | will destroy the despoiler

e 33:13-20 The just leader will save you
o 33:21-24 Of rivers and boats

10. Preparation Questions
e How does this connect to the previous "Hoi"s in Chapters 28-322
e 33:1-Whois "the despoiler", and when does this downfall take place?
e 33:7-9-Whois in ruins?
e 33:15-17 - Who is this remarkable person?

33:1-2 Fall of the Despoiler

11.Talmud, Sanhedrin 95b
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With what did He strike [the Assyrian forces]2... Gd told Gavriel: Is your scythe outstretched? He replied, “Master of

the universe! It has been outstretched, waiting, since the six days of creation! As in Yeshayah 21:15... Rabbi Yitzchak

Nafcha said: He exposed their ears and they heard the song of the chayot and died, as in Yeshayah 33:3.

12.Radak to Yeshayah 33:1
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If this consolation is as we have written, in the time of Chizkiyahu, then the despoiler is Sancherev. And if it is for the

time of Mashiach, then the despoiler is the idolatrous king of that time...

33:7-9 Who is in ruins?

13. Approach 1: Tears of the nations under Assyria - Ibn Ezra to Yeshayah 33:7
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To me, it appears correct that erelam is like “their malachim,” as testified by “the malachim of peace”... Meaning, the
malachim of every nation who will seek peace for this world, will cry at the reign of Assyria.

14. Approach 2: Tears of the Jews under Assyria/Future Foes

Rashi “Their altar”
Radak “Their malach”
Abarbanel “The general malachim”

15.Radak to Yeshayah 33:8
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My master and father explained: Israel said, “Gd has already broken His covenant with us.”

16. Approach 3: The Assyrians roar (Malbim)

33:15-18 Who is the great king we are supposed to see? And what is the awe/fear that this inspires
17.Yeshayah 30:20 Seeing your moreh

Sotah 49a, Rashi Gd, who instructs you

Ibn Ezra, Radak Chizkiyahu and his nobles, who instruct you

Abarbanel Your prophets, who teach you (and see Eruvin 13b, Keritot 6q)



18. Yeshayah 33:17 Seeing your king (King)

Rashi Gd
Rashi, Radak, Malbim Chizkiyahu
Abarbanel Mashiach

19. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 33:18
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He was afraid, speaking fearfully constantly due to the weight of the taxes he paid in exile, saying, “Where is the
scribe” who records the headcount, “Where is the one who takes the money from our hands.” And because the owners
of towers were the ones appointed over this among the nations, he said, “Where is the scribe of the towers.” Or, he
called the wealthy “towers”, to burden them (2) with the tax...
And some explain that Israel in exile wailed for the sages of Israel, leaders of the generation, for their sages were gone.
For them they said, “Where is the sofer,” the one wise in the book of the Torah? Where is the one who would weigh
words with wisdom and comprehension? Where is the one who would also count the towers, meaning to record the
great words, like Ezra and the other leaders of Israel? This is explained similarly in Chagigah 15b.

20. Rashi to Yeshayah 33:18
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When you see the idolaters’ nobles and sages, who ruled in their lives and are now judged in Gehennom, your heart
will speak fearfully, saying, “Where is their knowledge and greatnesse”...

21. Malbim to Yeshayah 33:18
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33:21-24 A new kind of moat
22. Water! Yechezkel 47:1-2; Yoel 4:18; Zecharyah 13:1, 14:8

23.Talmud, Yoma 77b-78a
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Rabbi Pinchas cited Rav Huna of Tzippori: The spring which will emerge from the Holy of Holies will resemble
grasshoppers’ antennae at first. When it reaches the entrance of the heichal it will be like the warp thread. When it
reaches the vlam it will be like the woof thread. When it reaches the entrance to the azarah it will be like the mouth of
a small jug... From there it will strengthen and increase until it reaches the entrance of the House of David, at which
point it will be as a flooding river in which impure people immerse...

24.Talmud, Sanhedrin 100a
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Rabbi Yirmiyah sat before Rabbi Zeira and said: In the future, Gd will produce a river from the Holy of Holies, on which
will be all manner of delicacy, as it is written...



25.Radak to Yeshayah 33:21
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And He will be for us a place of rivers, as though there will be wide rivers surrounding Jerusalem, so that the enemies
will not be able to cross, and even a great ship will not be able to navigate and cross this great river. And because he
compared the Assyrian camp to a great river in Yeshayah 8:7, he said that Hashem will be an even greater river for
them, such that the Assyrian king will not be able to cross it and conquer Jerusalem.

26.The moat 22:8-11, 30:15-18

Connection to previous “"Hoi"s
e Redemption will come, as those maligned prophets promised
* Your anticipated allies were also powerless
e Don't rely on the moats of your defenses
e The towers of 33:18, and 30:25
e The enemy of thick speech in 33:19, and mentors with thick speech in 28:11
e The vision of 33:17-20 and 30:10, vs. the blindness of 29:9-11
o The mighty waters of 33:21-24, vs the churning of 30:15-18

33:6 A special verse

27.Talmud, Shabbat 31a
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Rava taught: When a person is brought in for judgment, they say to him:

Did you deal honestly? ...establish time for Torah study? ...involve yourself in procreation?

Did you hope for Mashiach?  ...delve into fine points of wisdom2  ...understand lessons within lessons?

And yet, with all of this - if he possesses awe of Gd in his storehouse then he will do well, but otherwise he will not.

28. Parsing Yeshayah 33:6

Rashi 1 Emunah = Your faith at times of tithing; Salvation/Knowledge/Wisdom = Reward
Rashi 2 Emunah = Your faith in difficult historical periods; Salvation/Knowledge/Wisdom = Reward
Radak, Abarbanel Emunah (endurance) and Salvation will be given to you, due to your Knowledge/Wisdom

29. Talmud, Makkot 24a
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Yeshayahu came and established them as six, in Yeshayah 33:15...



