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Tzedakah Priorities: Running Your Tzedakah Like a Business ‘ i
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Gift size and frequency; Umbrella funds
1. Devarim 15:11
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The pauper will never disappear from the midst of the land. Therefore, | instruct you: Open your hand to your brother,
your pauper, your indigent person in your land.

2. Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura (15t-16th century Italy, Israel), Commentary to Peah 1:1
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Regarding kindness with one's funds, such as in redeeming captives, clothing people, feeding them and so on, there is

a maximum threshold of giving one-fifth of one's funds each time the mitzvah comes to hand.

3. Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein (191h-20t century Lithuania), Aruch haShulchan Yoreh Deah 249:2
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The thresholds of 1/10 and 1/5 are not biblical; they are rabbinic, linked to, “I will tithe all that You give me.”

4. Rabbi Avraham Zvi Hirsch Eisenstadt (19t century Lithuania), Pitchei Teshuvah Yoreh Deah 331:12
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| am surprised at these Gaonim, who did not know of the Maharam's responsum which matches the view of the Bach

that this is neither biblical nor rabbinic, but custom.

5. Anonymous (13™M-14th century Spain), Sefer haChinuch 216
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Gd desired that His nation should be crowned in every good and precious trait, with a spirit of blessing and
generosity. As | have already written, the soul is inspired by our activities, and so it will become good, and Gd's
blessing will come to it. There is no doubt that when a person leaves some of his produce in his field, rendering it
ownerless for all to benefit, you will see in his spirit satisfaction, a proper and blessed spirit, and a sense that Gd has
sated him with His plenty, and His spirit will rest in goodness. One who gathers everything into his house, and who
will not leave behind any blessing for the needy who saw the field with its standing grain and who longed to fill their
desire with it, for they hunger, demonstrates a wicked heart and bad spirit.

6. Talmud, Bava Metzia 32b
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One who could either unburden his friend's animal or load his foe's animal is instructed to help his foe, to control his
spirit.

7. Rambam (12t century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Kings 10:12
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The Sages have instructed us to visit their sick, to bury their dead as we bury Jewish dead, and to support their

indigent along with Jewish indigent, to promote peaceful paths, as it is written, “Gd is good to all, and His mercy is

upon all of His creations,” and “Her paths are pleasant paths, and all of her ways are peace.”



8. Talmud, Eruvin 63a
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One who gives all of his tithes to one kohen brings famine to the world...

9. Rambam (12t century Egypt), Commentary to Pirkei Avot 3:15
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Great qualities will not be achieved via great deeds, but via a great number of deeds... For example: One who gives

1,000 dinar to a suitable recipient, once, to one person, will not achieve generosity via this one great deed, as will

one who gives 1,000 dinar over one thousand occasions, each one generously.

10. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Rabbi Moshe Isserless (16t century Israel/Poland), Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 256:1, 257:2
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256:1 - Any city with Jewish inhabitants must appoint known, credible people as collectors of tzedakah...
257:2 — Mechaber: We do not demand accounts of tzedakah from collectors... Rama: But it is good for them to
present accounts, to fulfill the verse, "And you shall be innocent from Gd and from Israel." And the above is where we
have collectors who are known to be righteous; otherwise, or where they have taken the position through their
strength, they must offer accounts. The same is true for all communal appointees.

11. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century Russia, USA), Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 1:149
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It appears clear, in my humble opinion, that the proof of this obligation [to establish a communal tzedakah fund] is the
talmudic statement (Bava Batra 8) that new residents of a city must contribute to the [daily] famchui [food collection]
after they have lived there for thirty days, and to the [weekly] kupah [fund] after they have lived there for three
months... If there were no obligation for residents to create a fund, how could one obligate those who came later and
were not involved in the communal decision that established the fund?

12.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Needy 9:3
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Never have we seen or heard of a Jewish community which lacked a tzedakah fund!

“In Your Land”
13. Talmud, Bava Metzia 7 1a
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Rav Yosef taught...If you have a choice between your own poor and those of your city, choose your own poor first. If
you have a choice between the poor of your city and the poor of another city, choose the poor of your city first.

14. Deuteronomy 15:7
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When there is a pauper among you, one of your brethren in one of your gates, in your land which Hashem your Gd
is giving you, you shall not harden your heart and you shall not clench your hand, from your brother the pauper.

15. Midrash, Sifri to Devarim, Reeh 116
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“In one of your gates” - residents of your city precede residents of other cities. “In your land” - residents of the land
precede residents outside the land.



16. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 251:3
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Israelis precede those who dwell outside of Israel.

17.Rabbi Yoel Sirkis (17 century Poland), Bach Yoreh Deah 251:4
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It appears that when both of them are from another town it says that Israelis precede residents outside of Israel. But the

poor of his own town outside Israel obviously precede the poor of another town, even if they are Israeli, as implied by

Rav Yosef...

18. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook (20" century Israel), Daat Kohen 133
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The authorities have already written, based on the Sifri, that the poor of Israel are also called “the poor of your town”.

Enabling?
19. Rabbi Yosef Karo (16t century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 97:1
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There is a mitzvah of lending to the poor of Israel, and this is a greater mitzvah than tzedakah...

20. Rabbi Yehonatan Eibeschutz (18th century Prague, Germany), Urim to Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 97:2
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For regarding tzedakah, he already needs to ask and is not ashamed at all. This person has not yet reahed that point,
and there is more of a mitzvah [to help him].

21.Talmud, Ketuvot 68a
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“Let us be grateful to the tricksters, for if not for them, we would sin daily, as it says, ‘And he will call to Gd regarding
you, and you will be liable.””

Donor Recognition
22. Zechariah 6:9-15 (tr. JPS 1985, from sefaria.org)
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The word of the Lord came to me: Receive from the exiled community—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have
come from Babylon—and you, in turn, proceed the same day to the house of Josiah son of Zephaniah. Take silver and
gold and make crowns. Place [one] on the head of High Priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and say to him, “Thus said
the Lord of Hosts: Behold, a man called the Branch shall branch out from the place where he is, and he shall build the
Temple of the Lord. He shall build the Temple of the Lord and shall assume majesty, and he shall sit on his throne and
rule. And there shall also be a priest seated on his throne, and harmonious understanding shall prevail between
them.”
The crowns shall remain in the Temple of the Lord as a memorial to Helem, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen son of
Zephaniah. Men from far away shall come and take part in the building of the Temple of the Lord, and you shall know
that | have been sent to you by the Lord of Hosts—if only you will obey the Lord your Gd!

23. Rabbi David Kimchi (12h-13th century France), Commentary to Zecharyah 6:14
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Each of the crowns will be a memorial for them in the Sanctuary of Gd, as the Torah says, “a memorial before Gd,”
meaning that their gift will ascend before Gd [to be remembered by Gd] for good for them and for the future. And
some explain “a memorial” to be mentioned by future generations, for their names were written and inscribed thereon.

24.Rabbi Shlomo ibn Aderet (13t century Spain), Responsum | 581
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| don’t see how the community may prevent [an inscription on a giff], not legally and not in terms of what is
appropriate, for several reasons. For one who dedicates and builds of is own for Heaven, who can prevent him from
mentioning his name on his own?2... Further, in several holy communities they do this. In our place, too, it is inscribed
on the walls of the sanctuary. This is the trait of scholars, an ancient practice, to reward mitzvot. And it is the trait of
the Torah, which records and publicizes mitzvah performance...

25. Rabbi David Halevi (16-17th century Poland), Taz to Yoreh Deah 249:4
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So that the community will not be able to alter it for any other purpose, as per Rama 259:3.

26. Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch (20t century England, South Africa, Israel), Teshuvot v'Hanhagot 2:481
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It appears further that this is not only to benefit others, to give as he does, but also for the benefit of the children.
When they see the memorial board from their ancestors’ deeds, they will remember and wish to do the same, and this
will energize them to do as they did. Also, in terms of right behaviour itself one must recognize goodness, for the
Torah was careful to recognize goodness, for even to Egypt one may not abhor them, for we were strangers in

Egypt...

27.Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 249:13
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In any case, one may not glorify himself for the tzedakah he gives. And if he does glorify himself, not only does he fail

to receive reward, but they even punish him for it. Still, one who dedicates something to tzedakah may write his name

on it as a memorial for him, and this is appropriate to do.



