
Whisky, Whiskey, and Bourbon: The Kashrut Controversy – i 

 
1. m. Ḥullin 7:4–5 
If a thigh was cooked together with the sciatic nerve: and 
there was enough [of the nerve] as to impart a flavor [to the 
thigh], it is forbidden. How does one measure this? As if it 
were meat [cooked] with turnips.  
 
A sciatic nerve which was cooked with other [permitted] 
nerves: If it can still be recognized, [then all the nerves are 
prohibited] if [the sciatic nerve] imparts a flavor. But if it 
can no longer [be recognized] then they are all forbidden. 
And the broth [is prohibited] if it [the sciatic nerve] imparts 
a flavor. And so it is with a piece of nevelah, or a piece of an 
non-kosher fish that was cooked together with other pieces 
of flesh [or fish]: If it can still be recognized, [then all are 
prohibited] if it imparts a flavor. But if it can no longer [be 
recognized] then they are all forbidden. And the broth [is 
prohibited] if it [the sciatic nerve] imparts a flavor. 
 

 ה-ד תוינשמ ז קרפ ןילוח תכסמ הנשמ .1 

 ירֵהֲ ,םעַטַ ןתֵוֹנבְּ הּבָּ שׁיֶ םאִ :השֶׁנָּהַ דיגִּ הּבָּ לשֵּׁבַּתְנִּשֶׁ ךְרֵיָ
 :תפֶלָבְּ רשָׂבָכְּ ?הּתָוֹא ןירִעֲשַׁמְ דצַיכֵּ .הרָוּסאֲ וֹז
 
 ןתֵוֹנבְּ – וֹריכִּמַּשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּ :םידִיגִּהַ םעִ לשֵּׁבַּתְנִּשֶׁ השֶׁנָּהַ דיגִּ
 ןכֵוְ .םעַטָ ןתֵוֹנבְּ ,בטֶרֹהָוְ .ןירִוּסאֲ ןלָּכֻּ – ואלָ םאִוְ ,םעַטַ
 םעִ וּלשְּׁבַּתְנִּשֶׁ ,אמֵטָ גדָּ לשֶׁ הכָיתִחֲ ןכֵוְ ,הלָבֵנְ לשֶׁ הכָיתִחֲ
 ןלָּכֻּ ,ואלָ םאִוְ .םעַטַ ןתֵוֹנבְּ ,ןרָיכִּמַּשֶׁ ןמַזְבִּ ,תוֹכיתִחֲהַ
 :םעַטָ ןתֵוֹנבְּ ,בטֶרֹהָוְ .תוֹרוּסאֲ

2. b. Ḥullin 97a–b 
Ravin bar Rav Adda said: A kilkhit, which fell into a stew 
pot, and they came to ask Rabbi Yoḥanan about its status. 
And he said to them: Let a gentile cook taste it. … Rava said: 
The Sages said [that there are cases where one relies on a 
Jew] tasting the food, and the Sages said a gentile cook, and 
the Sages said sixty. Food mixed with food not of its own 
type, where it is permitted, one relies on a Jew tasting. 
When the mixture is potentially forbidden, one relies on a 
gentile cook. And if the mixture is composed of like items, 
where one cannot ascertain whether the forbidden compo-
nent has imparted flavor; or if it is a forbidden mixture and 
there is no gentile cook, the mixture is permitted if there is 
sixty [times as much permitted food as forbidden food]. 
 

 ב-א דומע זצ ףד ןילוח תכסמ ילבב דומלת .2 

 ותאו ,הוה ספליאב תיכליכ :רמא אדא בר רב ןיבר
 .האמרא אליפק הימעטיל :והל רמאו ,ןנחוי יברל הולייש
 :ןנבר רומאו ,אמעטב :ןנבר רומא :אבר רמאד ...
 ארתיהד ,ונימ וניאשב ןימ .םיששב ןנבר רומאו ,אליפקב
 אכילד ,ונימב ןימו .אליפקב – ארוסיאד ;אמעטב –
 ארוסיאד ונימ וניאשב ןימ ימנ יא ,אמעטא םקימל
 .םיששב ,אליפק אכילד

3. Shulḥan Arukh, Y.D. 98:1 
A forbidden food that was mixed with a permitted one and 
they are of different types – e.g., fat mixed with meat – a 
non-Jew should taste it. If he says there is no taste of the fat, 
or that the taste has become putrid, the mixture is permit-
ted. This is all so as long as the putrid taste will not end up 

 א ףיעס חצ ןמיס תובורעת תוכלה ד״וי ע״וש .3 

 בלחֵ ןוגכ – ונימ וניאשב ןימ רתיהב ברעתנש רוסיא
 ןיאש רמוא םא .םיבכוכ דבוע ונמעטי – רשבב ברעתנש
 ,םוגפ אוהש אלא םעט וב שיש רמואש וא ,בלחֵ םעט וב
 עדי אלש ךירצו .חיבשהל ופוס אהי אלש אוהו .רתומ
 ומעוטל םיבכוכ דבוע םש ןיא םאו .וילע ןיכמוסש



improving the mixture’s taste. It is important that he does 
not know you are relying on him. If there is no non-Jew to 
taste it, we calculate sixty. This is also the case if the mixture 
is of like items, since there is no way to determine the taste, 
we calculate sixty. 
 
Rama: Nowadays we do not rely on a non-Jew – we always 
calculate sixty. 
 

 םקימל אכילד ןויכ ונימב ןימ אוה םא ןכו .׳סב ןנירעשמ
 .׳סב םירעשמ אמעטא
 
 םיבכוכ דבועא ךומסל וישכע םיגהונ ןיאו :הגה
 .׳סב לכה ןנירעשמו

4. Shulḥan Arukh Y.D. 105:1 
A forbidden item that was soaked in cold liquid with a per-
missible item for 24 hours, such as pickling, and this is like 
cooking and the whole thing is prohibited. But if it soaked 
for less time it is sufficient to rinse it off. 
 

 א ףיעס הק ןמיס תובורעת תוכלה ד״וי ע״וש .4 

 ,שובכ ירקמ ,ןנוצב תעל תעמ רתיה םע הרשנש רוסיא
 החדהב ןאכמ 'וחפ לבא ולוכ רסאנו לשובמכ אוה ירהו
 :יגס

5. Shulḥan Arukh Y.D. 134:5 
How much diluted water does there need to be? Enough so 
that it can nullify the taste: six parts to one.  And anything 
watered down to this amount is permitted even for drink-
ing. 
 

 ה ףיעס דלק ןמיס ךסנ ןיי תוכלה ד״וי ע״וש .5 

 השש ןייה םעט לטבל ידכ םהב אהיו ?םימב אהי המכ
 ׳יפא רתומ הזה רועישכ םימב שיש לכו .ודגנכ םיקלח
 :הייתשב

   

   

 


