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Parshat Beshalach: Why does Gd make us ask? Ej‘ i '§

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com %,,-,45 c,\*“‘d}
H Z\v

1. Shemot 14:21, 15:25, 16:4, 17:11
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And Moshe extended his hand upon the sea, and Gd moved the sea with a powerful east wind, all night...
And he cried out to Gd, and Gd showed him a piece of wood, and he threw it into the water, and the water became
sweet...
And Gd said to Moshe: Behold, | will rain down bread to you, from the heavens...
And it was, when Moshe raised his hand, and Israel was victorious. ..

2. Shemot 14:15
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And Gd said to Moshe: Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to the Jews, and they will travel!

3. Midrash, Mechilta d’Rabbi Yishmael Beshalach 3
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Rabbi Elazar haModai said: “Why are you crying out to Me2 Do | need instructons regarding My children2 Will you

instruct me about My children and My creations@ They were prepared before Me from the six days of Creation! It is

written, 'Should all of the universe’s natural laws fall from before Me, this is the word of Gd, so the Jews would cease

to be a nation before me, for all time!"”

Sometimes, Gd wants action — but not always?

4. Midrash, Mechilta d'Rabbi Yishmael Beshalach 3

IXT "M@ 21 M2 0K (727 7273) "R 7K1 172 932" NINA *NanaT 9323 KO CNAAT 01 XA 2NN TN N1
213 POV TRy

| have already caused it to be written in My Torah that you are the most loyal in My entire house! You are in My domain,

and the sea is in My domain, and | have made you controller of the Sea.

5. Talmud Yerushalmi, Taanit 3:6
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And Reish Lakish said: If you have arranged prayer, don’t narrow your mouth, but widen your mouth and | will fill it.

6. Talmud, Yevamot 64a
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: Why were our ancestors sterile? Because Gd desires the prayers of the righteous.

Three Approaches

7. Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, Horeb 618

‘Hitpallel 9%on7", from which ‘tefillah 7950’ is derived, originally meant to deliver an opinion about oneself, to judge
oneself... Thus it denotes to step out of active life in order to attempt to gain a true judgment about oneself, that is, about
one’s ego, about one's relationship to Gd and the world, and of Gd and the world to oneself.

8. Talmud, Menachot 89a
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Some say they evaluated from the top down, and some say they evaluated from the bottom up. The one who said they
evaluated from the bottom up said the Torah spared Israel’s assets. And the one who said they evaluated from the top
down said there is no poverty in a place of wealth.

9. Prof. Amos Chacham (20t century Israel), Daat Mikra Commentary to lyov 1:7
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Satan did not name a particular place from which he had come. Apparently, he meant to say, “l have not come to

inform of a particular sin performed in one place; rather, the whole land is filled with sin, for there are no righteous

people on earth.”...

10.Ramban, Challenges to Rambam’s Sefer haMitzvot, Aseh #5
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And if the exegesis of prayer has a biblical root, we will count it in the Rambam’s count and say that it is a mitzvah, in

a time of troubles, to believe that Gd hears prayer and saves from troubles through prayer and crying out.

11.Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, 7he Duties of the Heart and the Response to Suffering, footnote 23
It is noteworthy that the Ramban speaks of a duty to believe that fefillah is efficacious rather than of a duty to pray.

12.Talmud, Taanit 11a
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Just as they reward the righteous in the next world, even for the lightest mitzvah they perform, so they reward the wicked
in this world, even for the lightest mitzvah they perform.

13.Rabbi Avraham Danziger, Chayei Adam, Introduction
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In [Gd's] good will He created all of the souls, and they benefit from the radiance of His glory through His great kindness,

not in reward for their deeds. This is called “bread of shame”. Therefore He sent them down to this world and gave

them Torah and physical mitzvot, which one cannot fulfill in the world of souls, for that is only spiritual.

14. Mishnah, Pirkei Avot 1:3
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Antignos of Socho received from Shimon haTzaddik. He used to say: Do not be as servants who serve the master so

that they will receive pras, but be as servants who serve the master without any condition that they will receive pras.

And the awe of Heaven should be upon you.

Review questions
e On what four occasions in our parshah do the Jews need to ask for a basic necessity?
e What were two midrashic explanations we brought for *o& pyxn nne
e What are three approaches to explain why Gd waits for us to daven?
e What are four levels of gifts from Gd?




