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How Did We Get to Sivan 6?
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Our Rabbis taught: On the sixth day of the month were the Ten Utterances given to Israel. R. Jose maintained:
On the seventh thereof. Said Raba: All agree that they arrived in the Wilderness of Sinai on the first of the
month. [For] here it is written, on this day they came into the wilderness of Sinai; whilst elsewhere it is written,
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months:16 just as there the first of the month, so here [too] the first of
the month [is meant]. Again, all agree that the Torah was given to Israel on the Sabbath. [For] here it is written,
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy; whilst elsewhere it is written, And Moses said unto the people, Remember
this day: just as there, [he spoke] on that very day, so here too it was on that very day. [Where] they differ is on
the fixing of the New Moon. R. Jose holds that New Moon was fixed on the first day of the week [Sunday],
and on that day he [Moses] said nothing to them on account of their exhaustion from the Journey. On Monday
he said to them, and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests; on Tuesday he informed them of the order to set
boundaries, and on Wednesday they separated themselves [from their wives]. But the Rabbis hold: New Moon
was fixed on Monday, and on that day he said nothing to them on account of their exhaustion from the journey.
On Tuesday he said to them, and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests; on Wednesday he informed them of
the order to set boundaries, and on Thursday they separated themselves.
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Questions:

1) How did we arrive at the date of o "1 for nmin jpn?

2) The festival of myaw, which commemorates N7 jnn, is not associated with that historic
event in any Biblical source. How did this association happen?

3) Why are 9"mn convinced that the nmn was given on naw?

4) How was the jn a 1901 to determine XY X 'n1na 19n?
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1 And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing
out of the land of Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and
against Aaron in the wilderness; 3 and the children of Israel said unto them: 'Would that we had died by the hand
of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have
brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.’ 4 Then said the
LORD unto Moses: 'Behold, I will cause to rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather
a day's portion every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in My law, or not. 5 And it shall come
to pass on the sixth day that they shall prepare that which they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they
gather daily.' ... 13 And it came to pass at even, that the quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the
morning there was a layer of dew round about the camp. 14 And when the layer of dew was gone up, behold
upon the face of the wilderness a fine, scale-like thing, fine as the hoar-frost on the ground. 15 And when the
children of Israel saw it, they said one to another: 'What is it?'--for they knew not what it was. And Moses said
unto them: 'It is the bread which the LORD hath given you to eat.

...22 And it came to pass that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one; and
all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 23 And he said unto them: 'This is that which the LORD
hath spoken: To-morrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath unto the LORD. Bake that which ye will bake, and seethe
that which ye will seethe; and all that remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning.' 24 And they
laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade; and it did not rot, neither was there any worm therein. 25 And Moses
said: 'Eat that to-day; for to-day is a sabbath unto the LORD; to-day ye shall not find it in the field. 26 Six days ye
shall gather it; but on the seventh day is the sabbath, in it there shall be none.' 27 And it came to pass on the
seventh day, that there went out some of the people to gather, and they found none. 28And the
LORD said unto Moses: 'How long refuse ye to keep My commandments and My laws? 29 See that the LORD
hath given you the sabbath; therefore He giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man
in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day.' 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

rebyitz@waﬂ,com Page 2



