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Eternal War with Amalek Psmzice
1. Shemot 17:8-16, JPS 1985 tr. (sefaria.org)
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Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, “Pick some men for us, and go out and do
battle with Amalek. Tomorrow | will station myself on the top of the hill, with the rod of Gd in my hand.” Joshua did as
Moses told him and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
Then, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed; but whenever he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But
Moses’ hands grew heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one on
each side, supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the sun set. And Joshua overwhelmed the people
of Amalek with the sword.
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document as a reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: | will utterly blot
out the memory of Amalek from under heaven!” And Moses built an altar and named it Hashem-nissi. He said, “It means,
‘Hand upon the throne of the Lord!” The Lord will be at war with Amalek throughout the ages.”

Shemuel, Week 51: Chapter 15: Go to War with Amalek

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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2. Devarim 25:17-19, JPS 1985 tr. (sefaria.org)
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Remember what Amalek did to you on your journey, after you left Egypt — how, undeterred by fear of Gd, he surprised

you on the march, when you were famished and weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear. Therefore, when

the Lord your Gd grants you safety from all your enemies around you, in the land that the Lord your Gd is giving you as

a hereditary portion, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!

3. Commentary of Rabbi Abraham Ibn Ezra to Shemot 17:14
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Because he angered Gd, for the leaders of Edom were terrified of Gd because of the signs He had performed in Egypt

and at the sea, and so were Moab and Philistia. Amalek heard of the might that Gd had performed for His nation,

Israel, and he came from afar to battle Israel, and he did not fear Gd.

4. Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch, Teshuvot v'Hanhagot 2:344
The main impurity of Amalek is "happened upon you", that all is happenstance. Even after the open miracles and
wonders of the exodus from Egypt, they came, as sorcerers, claiming that all was a lie and happenstance.

5. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Ein Ayah to Berachot 58a
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Amalek stands as a foe of Israel, his eye evil against that which Israel emerges to create in the world, a nation which
runs its empire in the power of the Name of Gd - even though she does not elevate herself over other nations, to conquer
them beneath her hand. And because this must be, for a nation to exist which has as the greatest power in her empire
the Name of Gd, its loyalty and its faith, its love and its awe, therefore, Amalek, which opposes this, and its branches,
are a lost flock.



6. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Ein Ayah to Berachot 54b
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Moshe Rabbeinu himself could not fight this war against Amalek. Amalek, the obstruction and opponent of Israel. For
the eye which gazes to the end of all generations, like the master prophet about whom is written, “In My entire house,
he is the loyal one,” sees that there is still a need for Amalek. Israel is not yet fully purified, to the point where an
opponent will no longer be needed. Therefore, Moshe’s hands were heavy, and with his own strength he was as though
compelled to take down and put down his hands...

7. The subsequent record in Tanach

e Bamidbar 14 Second attack by Amalek, with Canaan

e Shoftim 3 Attack by Amalek, with Moav

e Shoftim 6 Attack by Amalek, with Midian

o Shemuel | 15 King Shaul’s attack, and mercy for Agag

e Shemuel | 27 David’s attack on behalf of the Plishtim

e Shemuel | 30:1-3 Amalek burns down Tziklag, and kidnaps the women and children
e Shemuel Il An Amalekite kills King Shaul

e Divrei haYamim | 4:43 Shimon goes to war against Amalek, successfully

8. Bereishit 36:12
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And Timna was a concubine for Eliphaz, son of Esav, and she birthed to Eliphaz Amalek...

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 99b
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“The sister of Lotan was Timna.” Who was she? Timna was a daughter of kings, as it says, “Aluf Lotan, Aluf Timna,”
and each alufis an uncrowned empire. She wanted to convert, and came to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, but they
did not accept her. She became a concubine for Eliphaz ben Esav, saying, “Better a maid for this nation, and not a
matron for another nation.” Amalek, who pained Israel, emerged from her, because they should not have distanced her.

10. Bereishit 36:43
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Aluf Magdiel, Aluf Iram, these are the alufim of Edom...

11.Rabbi Levi ben Gershom (Ralbag) (14th century France), Commentary to Kings | 22:38 #34
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If someone who was always a painful thorn for him and his nation should fall into his hands in war, it would be

appropriate not to have mercy on him, but to eliminate him from the land, lest he find another opportunity, should he

escape, fo destroy him and his nation as he is able.

12. Rabbi David Kimchi (Radak) (12h-13th century France), Commentary to Kings | 20:35
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Mercy on the wicked is cruelty, for it is known that they will wage war in the end.



13. Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, Fate and Destiny, footnote 25, citing Rabbi Moshe Soloveitchik

If any people seeks to destroy us, we are commanded to do battle against it when it rises up against us, and this battle
of ours is an obligatory war on the basis of the verse from Exodus (17:16), "The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation."

14.Rabbi Avraham Bornzstain, Avnei Nezer Orach Chaim 508:3
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The seven nations are different; they sin themselves, and perform all of the abhorrent acts, and are liable for death...
But the seed of Amalek are punished for the sin of their ancestors, and apparently it says, “Fathers shall not be killed for
their children and children shall not be killed for their parents!” But it is known before Gd that their enmity is stored in
their hearts. Go see the story of Haman the Aggagite! And for those who carry on their ancestors’ sins it is written, “He
visits the sin of ancestors on their children.”

15.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 6:4, with Raavad
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The seven nations and Amalek who do not make peace — you shall not leave any soul...
Raavad: This is incorrect, but one could say “make peace” to accept the mitzvot.

16. Talmud, Gittin 57b
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Among Haman's grandchildren taught (learned?@) Torah in Bnei Brak.

17.Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Mussar Avicha: Middot haRa”ayah, Ahavah 6
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The trait of love which resides in the souls of the righteous includes all creations, and does not exclude anything, any
nation or tongue. Even Amalek is only eradicated from beneath the heavens, but via purification it is elevated to a good
root, which is above the heavens, and all of it is included in the higher love, but it needs a great force and mighty purity
for this lofty unification.

18. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Orot haKodesh Il Chassidut 13, pg. 326
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When we contemplate the aggadah that teaches, “Among Haman’s grandchildren taught (learned?) Torah in Bnei

Brak,” we penetrate to the depths of generosity. We should not be washed away in the flow of hatred, even for the

worst enemy. And from this we should deduce logically for those who cause us pain with their views and destructions.

19. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, cited in Moadei haRa”ayah pg. 241
TNRAAY T2 T IR P79 ,21007 NI DY P RITWD KOX 7IROAD N2WRI 900 PRY LRI PIP0R R QN0 cnaw D 1w 1
P73 NRD AW LRY 1N PO MIXA LRTIN TN MIXA 1010 0D 2WIT W IR LP0RY DO MIXR 0237 TIN97 W XM PN
mxn 192,072 "7 RDI RIWY ,N°72 77""2p0 N0 WAyw ova ,07Wwa1 'T oW DR RWIIT QY2 Y07 0% Pny Nam 2RI ROR N9P0Rn
.7 MR 0w 1PNk Nan By L2127 NI DY Apthn KO PRy nonn
So we have learned in the laws of Shabbat: Erasure, in general, is destructive, and erasure is not considered melachah
unless one erases in order to write, for only then is it an action with the goal of improvement. From here one may learn
for the mitzvah of eradicating Amalek. One should not think that this is a mitzvah of simple eradication, a mitzvah of
erasure and nothing more, for as has been said, that would be destructive. But since the goal of Amalek was to strike
the nation which carried the Name of Gd in the world, the nation with whom Gd struck a covenant, which is the throne



of Gd in the world, therefore the mitzvah of eradicating Amalek is erasure which is in order to write, in order to prepare
the world in the empire of Gd...

20. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, Developing a Torah Personality,
https://etzion.org.il/en/beingfrum-and-being-good-relationship-between-religion-and-morality

What makes this problem more acute is the fact that it arises particularly in individuals who are morally and spiritually

sensitive. Those who are relatively coarse are not concerned with these issues. Who is troubled by the command to wipe

out Amalek2 Those people who have succeeded in developing the kind of moral sensitivity that is important to us.

15:1-3 The Command
21.Rashi to Shemuel | 15:1
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22.Radak to Shemuel | 15:1
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23. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 15:3
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24. " Asher Heini”
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25. Midrash, Eliyahu Rabbah 22
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26. Yalkut Mei’am Lo'eiz to Esther, in the name of Rambam on Megilat Esther
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