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1. Shemot 12:17 [Metsudah Translation]
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You must be vigilant regarding the matzos, for on this very day I brought out your hosts from the land of Egypt. You must preserve this day for your

generations, it is an eternal statute.

2. Rashi [1040 - 1105, France], ibid. [Lttp://rashi.alhatorah.org Translation]
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NI¥NN NX DN NYIAND YE SHALL WATCH THE UNLEAVENED BREAD that it shall not reach the stage of becoming leavened; hence the Rabbis said,

if it (the dough) is rising (a sign that the leavening process is setting in) she (the woman kneading the dough) polishes it with cold water (i.e. she slaps
the dough with hands dipped in cold water). Rabbi Josiah said: Do not read "nixan nx', the unleavened bread, but ni¥nn nx "[ye shall watch] the

commandements” — just as we may not cause the unleavened bread to become leavened by letting the dough remain in its raw state too long so we

may not let the commandment become "leavened" by waiting too long before we perform it; but if it (a commandment) comes to your hand, perform it

immediately (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:17:1).

3. Rashi [1040-1105, France], Yoma 33a, 11ayn R 27
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We don’t pass over - One who encounters a mitzvah shouldn’t pass it up. We derive this in the Mechilta from, “And you must guard the matzot,” read

it as mitzvot - don’t wait so that it shouldn’t become spoiled and dated.

4. R' Meir Leibush Weiser [1809 - 1879, Russia], Malbim, Shemot ibid.
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"And you shall watch over the matzot": Guarding is [accomplished] by making fences and protections around the mitzvah...At the core of the issue,

whether or not the mitzvah of guarding the matzah applies to all matzah [consumed over Pesach] ro only to the Matzat Mitzvah [eaten at the Seder] is

a dispute between the early authorities.

This is also [the explanation of] R’ Yoshiyah’s side of the dispute. He is of the opinion that it is only necessary to guard the matzah used for the mitzvah

on the first night. As such, the verse states [using ny'Tn n] that it is referring to the known matzot, that is matzat mitzvah. Based on this, [R’

Yoshiyah] extends this to all mitzvot - all need to be protected from becoming spoiled as is brought by Rashi to Yoma 33a and Megillah 6b.

5. R’ Yehudah Loeb - Maharal [1785 - 1865, Poland, Czech Republic], Gur Aryeh, ibid.
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