el T2y

Y 3,

a .

Shoftim 9: Avimelech and Yotam @ "%

R' Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com %,O‘ A
s o

2:1-5 The Bloody Beginning
1. Shemuel I 11:21
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Who struck Avimelech, son of Yerubeshet?

2. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra, Introduction to Chapter 9
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The people of Shechem, all or some of them, traced their lineage to Chamor, father of Shechem the Chivi. The

residents of Shechem and its surroundings are called baalei Shechem throughout this chapter, as the Canaanite

residents of Yericho are called baalei Yericho. (Yehoshua 24:11)

3. Malbim to Shoftim 9:4
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Through this, the citizens of Shechem became partners in the murder, for they helped him financially.

4. Abarbanel to Shoftim 9:5
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Perhaps they were gathered to mourn their father, or to clarify who would rule.

King Avimelech?
5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 9:6
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What you should know is this: Although it says “And they made Avimelech king” here, in truth, he was not a king,
and he was not counted with the kings of Israel. The text (9:22) says, “And Avimelech ruled over Israel,” meaning
authority and power, not monarchy. Monarchy is only truly applied when there is an anointing, and the first king
anointed over Israel was Saul. Here, and throughout the book of Shoftim, it says “king” as a borrowed term for any
judge, officer or ruler.

Overall Approaches to the Parable

6. Metzudat David to Shoftim 9:8
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He began with a parable. Although not all elements of the lesson resemble the parable, some of them do resemble it,

and the rest of the parable comes to beautify it and fo introduce it into the heart of the listener.

7. Radak to Shoftim 9:13
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It mentioned these three trees to abbreviate the matter. Also, it mentioned the three greatest, and then it mentioned the
least — a parable for Avimelech.

8. Malbim to Shoftim 9:8, 9:16
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It is the way of those who seek a king to seek a man who is more suited and greater to bring the community to
perfection... The goals may be split into three: 1) good, 2) sweet, 3) effective...
When Gidon died, there were found among this children scholars who sought the good, like olive saplings, and
wealthy people who sought the sweet, like a fig with its ripening pagim, and political savants who would seek that
which would be effective, “They should be praised as a vine of good wine grapes.” They did not wish to rule and they
did not seek it, and you, the deficient masses, went to the thorn in which is found neither good nor sweetness nor
effectiveness, only that he is a like a thorn and nettle, destroying his brothers.

9. Abarbanel to Shoftim 9:14

237 DA AW A7WE MR AT (D177 9HI0) DIRR ,ﬂ’bN IR WP2Aa PRY "920 N9 RIT ANTAT DWPRIY TV MR
And it also said that seeking power is a sign that the seeker is not worthy of it. As (the scholars of character) said:
One who seeks power, power flees from him.

10. Midrash Tanchuma (Buber) to Vayera 29
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“And they said to the olive” — this is Otniel ben K'naz, of Yehudah, as Yirmiyahu 11:16 says [of Judea], “A fresh

olive.”... They went to Devorah, “And the trees said to the fig,” this is Devorah... “And the trees said to the grape”...

this is Barak and Gidon.

Specifics
11. Abarbanel to Shoftim 9:7
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He went and stood on the mountain, a place ready to speak upon it words of Torah, and from which Israel had heard
the blessing and the curse.

12. Midrash Tanchuma (Buber) to Vayera 29
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Those who stood on Mount Eval and cursed, toward whom did they curse, not to those who stood opposite theme And

those who blessed, to whom did they bless, not to those who stood opposite them? So the curses came upon Mount

Gerizim, and the blessings upon Mount Eval.

13.Talmud, Erchin 11a
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How do we know that there is no song [in the Temple] other than with wine libations? As in Shoftim 9:13 — if it

gladdens men [who drink it], how does it gladden Gd2 We see that the song is only with wine libations.

14.Radak to Shoftim 9:13
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Yonatan rendered it, “From which they pour before Gd, and in it great ones are joyous.” Yonatan distanced joy from
Gd, as he distanced other adjectives from Him, for before Gd there is neither joy nor sadness. And when it is
mentioned, it is a parable, for the Torah speaks in human speech. And so Onkelos rendered “And His heart was
upset” as “And He declared He would break their strength, according to His will,” distancing ‘upset’ from Gd. The



fact that He did not do this for “And Gd's anger was aroused” and the like is due to a secret known to those who
understand wisdom.

15. Malbim to Shoftim 9:14
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Then the national leaders — the wise and wealthy and noble — cease seeking a king, so that the fruit-bearing trees did
not seek a king, for they couldn’t find one. Only then did all of the trees, meaning the trees that did not bear edible
fruit, which are most of the trees, seek a king. And since they had no purpose or fruit, they picked the thorn, the worst
of all, which has no benefit. Its only positive trait, to all of the non-fruitbearing trees, is that one cannot draw near to
it, for it is full of spears, arrows and painful thorns, as in Samuel Il 23:6, “And the wicked ones are all like the cast
away thorn.” The lesson is that after the best of them stopped seeking a king, the masses united to appoint a man who
lacked all perfection, who was the worst of them, whose value was only that he was full of murder, lances and spears.

16.Radak to Shoftim 9:9
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And because the king is selected to guard the nation from harm and all bad things, he said that the king they had

chosen, Avimelech, was not suited for that purpose... For just the opposite, he would harm them, the opposite of their

intent, like the thorn which harms those who handle it or use it. So Avimelech did to the nation in Shechem, killing

them and his brothers...

9:22-29 Gaal’s Rebellion
17.Radak to Shoftim 9:22
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And because he reigned on his own, and not over all Israel, it said “And he mastered”. And it did not say “And he
judged” because he did not follow a good path, and he did not bring Israel to good conduct.

18. Midrash Tanchuma (Warsaw ed.) Vayikra 3
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Avimelech son of Yerubaal pursued power, and power fled from him...

19.Radak to Shoftim 9:24

MW NANK XKW N2 O7°2Y 92Y WK 9D D213 1 D2IRRT ORI 27 CWR 9V 27280 12 MW 1Y 2R K27 3N K9
D1V WON DOWIW 1M YW oa PR)

And they did not let him come to the city, and they placed ambushes for him atop the mountains. Those ambush forces

stole from all who passed by, declaring that they were had escaped his authority and they had no ruler. They would

do as was good in their eyes.

20. Abarbanel to Shoftim 9:26
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They went out to harvest their vineyards and to travel the roads, which they had not been able to do until now, for out

of fear of Avimelech they had been in hiding, closed up in the city, and they had not left at all. In joy at their salvation

and in this new confidence, they harvested their vineyards and came to the temple of their gods, and they ate and

drank and cursed Avimelech.



21.Rashi to Shoftim 9:28
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Who is Avimelech to rule Shechem, and who is Shechem to be slaves to Avimelech? Avimelech is the son of Yerubaal,
from Ofrat of Avi Ezer.

22. Metzudat David to Shoftim 9:28
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It is right for the honoured one to rule over the lesser and degraded ones, and it has been reversed. Who is

Avimelech? He is lowly and degraded! And who is Shechem? Meaning: The landowners of Shechem are the most

honoured of the land!

23.Radak to Shoftim 9:28
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Avimelech and Shechem, who had been the ruler of the city long ago, are one. Each is like the other, and who is he

to rule us? Even though Avimelech now reigned over them, Shechem was also the king of this city! If so, let us serve

Chamor, Shechem’s father!

24.Ralbag to Shoftim 9:28
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Just as it is not right for us to serve Shechem as son of Chamor who was the prince of the land, so it is not right for us

to serve Avimelech as the son of Yerubaal who ruled Israel!

25. Rashi to Shoftim 9:29
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And Gaal said before Zevul: Inform Avimelech, “Increase your forces and come out” from the place where you are,
and let us see your greatness!



