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8:22-28 The Third Decline: Idolatry (continued)

1. Radak to Shoftim 8:24
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Midianites are Ishmaelites, for they are sons of Keturah, and Keturah is Hagar. So, too, with the sale of Joseph it says,

“And they sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites”... “And the Midianites sold him to Egypt.”

2. Malbim to Shoftim 8:24
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After it told that he did not pursue power, it told that he hated profit. He had a right to claim half the spoils, but he
took only a small thing, and only as a gift.

3. Rashi to Shoftim 8:27
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To memorialize the great salvation, seeing how great their forces were, such that the rings of their most important
people included this much gold.

4. Rabbi Avraham, son of the Rambam, Responsum 17
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Gidon did not make the ephodto be an idol and have people worship it, but to be his memorial in Israel. This was his

error; “Who can understand error?” And it led to a great stumbling block [for Gidon] in that some of Israel

worshipped it, although he had not intended it.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:26-27
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Gidon asked the Israelites for this, as | see it, not out of desire... But he wanted each one to give a gold ring [nose-
ring?], as this is something connected to the mouth, and to make it into an ephod (a belt, or golden garment) to wear
for his honour and a sign of his stature, and to display in his city to memorialize his salvations... And so that his seed
would never forget that Israel had vowed and paid for Gidon and his sons to rule over them. Therefore he made the
garment, indicating authority, of a gold implement which is near the mouth, to remember that Israel said with their
mouths... And if so, this was Gidon’s fault for not trusting in Gd and thinking that through this he would give his
children authority. And what developed from this developed...

6. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 44:20
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The Torah mentions “good old age” for 3 people: Avraham and it was appropriate for him, David and it was

appropriate for him, and Gideon but it was not appropriate for him. Why?2 Because “Gidon made it into an ephod”

for idolatry.

7. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:27
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When it said, “And all Israel strayed after it”, this is not in Gidon's time, and Gidon did not make the ephod to serve
idols (it would be a desecration to do such a thing), but he made it to memorialize his salvations, and what Israel had
said about him, and the wonders of Gd. After he died, Israel took it and shifted it to another, bad purpose...

8:29-35 The end: Return to Midian
8. Metzudat David to Shoftim 8:29
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He did not work hard at leading the nation; he sat at home at rest, and thus he increased wives and children.

9. Ralbag to Shoftim 10:4, Lesson #18
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He should not be drawn after desire for relations; you see that Gidon took a concubine even though he had many

wives, and this led to the murder of his sons from his wives. The son of the concubine killed them.

10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 8:23
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This story is recorded to teach us of the Jews’ wickedness. They said to Gidon, “Rule over us, you and your son, etc.”

and in a litle while they killed his sons by the sword and coronated Avimelech, son of his maid...

11.Radak to Shoftim 8:35
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One would have sufficed, but this is the linguistic style in places, increasing the information, like “Beit Lechem
Efratah”.

12. Malbim to Shoftim 8:34-35
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This salvation was a Divine miracle and they should have remembered Gd. They did not remember Gd, attributing this
to natural means and Gidon’s might. But if so, then they should have remembered Gidon, according to all of the
good, etc., but they paid him bad for good, as we will see soon. And it doubled, “The house of Yerubaal Gidon,”
because they did not act generously with Gidon since it was the house of Yerubaal, who fought Baal. They began to
sacrifice to Baal after his death.

Introducing Chapter 9

13. Outline
e 9:15 The Bloody Beginning
o 9:621 Yotam’s Curse
o 9:22.29 Gaal’s Rebellion
e 9:3041 Gaal’s Demise
o 9:42-49 Punishment
o 9:50-57 The Bloody End

14.Don Isaac Abarbanel, Introduction to Shoftim, pg. 95

MO, D00 DOPPTY DOWIR 1777 2991 ,TMY T2 KDY 2°PORD N7 WORY 297 WOR ORI 22U 932 790 RPW 19 23 7191 1N
0D 1N QTP WY 3T O3 ,9RIW O¥ 1NwaR IR 300w Ton%aR

And remember well, too, that none of these judges were men of quarrels and disputes with G-d, or idolaters. All of

them were righteous and good men, other than Avimelech, who killed his brothers in order to rule over Israel — but he

did that before becoming a judge.



