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Yeshayah 29 — The Second and Third “Hoi"”: Pick Up Your Voicemaill

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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28:23-29 Gd the Farmer
1. Radak to Yeshayah 28:29
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The one who plows is Gd, and the land is Israel. As the one who plows prepares the earth to receive seed, so Gd
prepared Israel so they would receive His words. First He took them from Egypt, where they were like an unworked
field, producing thorns... And He sent them His prophet Moshe, after sending them Aharon and other prophets... And
after He sent them Moshe and performed signs and wonders for them until they believed... And He took them out with
silver and gold, and He struck their foes with the known plagues, and He showed them a pillar of cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night, and He brought them through the sea on dry land and He overturned Pharaoh and his forces. ..
And all of this was to prepare the land to receive the seed, to receive His mitzvot and laws... And preparing the land
and smoothing its surface is not what the one who plows does all day; so, Gd will not display wonders for them at all
times.
And after preparing the land He began to plant it, bringing His Shechinah down before their eyes to Mount Sinai with
thunder and lightning and fire, and He made His words heard to them, such that all of them were on the level of
prophets. But not all of them were the same, as our Sages said, “Moshe in one area on his own and Aharon in an area
on his own, and so for all of them, each according to his intellect.” Those of the greatest intellect, the sharpest insight,
are compared fo the best earth, suitable to plant ketzach and cumin, which are fine seeds... And Gd did not send them
prophets perpetually to awaken them and give them insight, and they are like rain on the earth... And the threshing is
the prophet’s message and warning to produce good fruit, which are good deeds... And yet, this won't be forever, so
the prophets will not warn forever. For just as the seed is broken and ruined through too much threshing, so the prophet's
words are ruined through too much commanding, when they are not received; they remain on the soil, without benefit...

2. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 28:29
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And because the people said that Gd varied His deeds, sometimes helping them and sometimes helping Judea while
punishing Israel, and then becoming an enemy and fighting them, or all of this was happenstance, the prophet saw fit
to respond that this is not a change in Gd's ways, Gd forbid. But all of this happened because of the recipients. It is like
working the land, performing different actions according to the different seasons and readiness of the recipients...

Introducing Chapter 29
3. Structure

29:1-4 Hoi! | will bring the enemy upon Jerusalem and you will be lowered
29:5-8 And then | will make the enemy vanish, like a bad dream
29:9-14 You won't understand My message, and | will bring more that cannot be understood

29:15-16 Hoi! You turn on your Creator
29:17-21 A change in the ferrain is coming
29:22-24 And then you will come to Hashem



4. Preparation Questions

e How many separate prophecies are in this chapter? And does this chapter connect back to the themes of intoxication
and mockery seen in Chapter 282

e 29:7-11 — What is Yeshayah doing here, with the image of sleep and dreams?

e 29:9 — Who is intoxicated in this sentence?

e 29:10 - Is this saying that Gd would prevent people from hearing Gd’s own message? Why would Gd do that?

e 29:17 — What is the message of arboreal transformation? And is it a positive or negative transformation?

5. Theme: Flouting prophecy

Rashi 3 messages: Positive prediction, Rebuke for not paying attention, Predictions of redemption
Radak 1 prediction: Fall of the powerful and willfully deaf, and rise of the open-hearted humble
Abarb./Malb. 3 messages: Pre-Assyria salvation; Post-Assyria punishment for philosophical failing; Redemption

6. Malbim, Introduction to Chapter 29
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29:1-4 Hoi! | will bring the enemy upon Jerusalem and you will be lowered

7. Ariel Yechezkel 43:15-16

8. The Mesha Stele, Line 12 per https://books.google.ca/books2id=bWXj8W2No?YC&pg=PA80&Ipg=PA80
| brought back from there the altar hearth (9x7R) of its 717

9. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to Yeshayah, pg. 298 footnote 1
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And some say “Ariel” is Akkadian of “Yeruel” — “Gd will see” — Jerusalem, as in Bereishit 22:14.

10. Mishnah, Middot 4:7
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The Heichal was narrow at the back and broad in front, resembling a lion, as it says...

11.Talmud, Yoma 21b
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Five things were said regarding the fire on the altar: It crouched like a lion, it was clear like the sun...

12. The mention of King David in 29:1

Radak David is the first to identify the site for an altar, and bring a korban there
Abarbanel David served Gd with his entire being
Malbim The site is important independently, and because of King David

13. The time of the lowering ~ Yeshayah 36:11-12

29:5-8 | will make the enemy vanish, like a bad dream
14. Waking up from a bad dream Yeshayah 37:36
29:9-24 Four perspectives, mostly viewing it as about flouting prophecy

15. Rashi to Yeshayah 29:9-13
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https://books.google.ca/books?id=bWXj8W2No9YC&pg=PA80&lpg=PA80
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(9) “Delay” — Be patient, to contemplate and think of your deeds.
“Hishtashy” - Like Yeshayah 6 “hasha (cover) his eyes”, blind from sight.
“You have become intoxicated”... He prophesied about the sinners of Israel, who gazed among the stars.
(11) “Seeing all” — All that you saw in the stars will be hidden from you...
(13) They act as though they honoured Me with mouth and lips, and they distanced their heart from me.
“And their awe of Me” — Not wholeheartedly, but as the command of those who taught them, “Appear to be humbled
before Him, to seduce Him with your speech.”

16.Radak to Yeshayah 29:9-18
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(9) “Delay and be shocked” — This prophecy was during the time of Achaz... He said: Extend your thoughts, and think
in your heart, hesitating, to contemplate it. And after you contemplate it, be shocked at yourselves, how did this evil
happen among you, abandoning the word of Elokim Chaim as told to you by prophets of truth...
“Became intoxicated without wine” — The false prophets. He said “without wine” — Above he said “they wandered with
infoxicating drink,” but he does not say that in this verse, for they are not intoxicated. Rather, he said that even when
they do not drink, they are intoxicated, for they do not comprehend, like one who is intoxicated...
(11)... For if they give the letter to one who knows how to read it, he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed,” finding this excuse
because he doesn’t want to read it. Had he wished to read it, he would have said, “Open it and | will read it.”...
(17) “Levanon will return to Carmel” - “Levanon” is the Lebanese forest, with tall, lofty cedars.
“And the Carmel” — A place of fields of grain, vineyards and low trees. This is an allegory regarding the arrogant and
mighty in the time of Achaz, who will be lowered in the time of Chizkiyahu, to the point that they may not speak. They
will return, against their will, to the good. And the Carmel, the lowly and humble in the time of Achaz, who lacked
strength to rebuke them, will become lofty like cedars of the Lebanese forest in the time of Chizkiyahu, and they will
increase honour and greatness until they resemble Lebanese cedars...
(18) And they will hear — Those who were deaf will now come hear this book. They had been blind from seeing...

17. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 29:9-18
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18. Malbim to Yeshayah 29:9-17
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19.29:22 The return of Avraham? (Radak, Abarbanel)

Review Questions

1) What are three ways to link Chapter 29 back to Chapter 282

2) What are four reasons to name the altar “lion"?2

3) Which enemy vanished, as though they had only been a dream?

4) What is the common point between the approaches of Radak, Abarbanel and Malbim to the blindness of Judea?
5) s the image in 29:17, of Levanon becoming Carmel and Carmel becoming Ya'ar, positive or negative?




