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Yeshayah 28 — The First “Hoi”: Intoxication
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Introduction
1. New Section: Chapters 28-33 - The Six “Hoi"s, as read by Prof. Amos Chacham (Daat Mikra)

28:1 Against drunken leaders of Yisrael and Yehudah

29:1 The siege of Jerusalem and its miraculous salvation

29:15 Against those who sin in secret

30:1 Assyria will fall due to Divine might, not pacts with Egypt

31:1 Those who trust Egypt will fall, but Gd will save Jerusalem from Assyria and establish Justice
33:1 The fall of our foes, and salvation of Jerusalem

2. Chapter 28

28:1-6 When drunken Yisrael falls to Assyria, Gd will defend Yehudah and be a sign of glory for her
28:7-8 But Yehudah emulates Yisrael with their gross intoxication!
28:9-13 Due fo their intoxication, the educational enterprise fails, and so they will suffer

28:14-22 Because Yehudah mocks the prophets, they will fall as well
28:23-29 A metaphor: Gd working the land

3. Talmud, Sanhedrin 111b
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Gd will be a crown on the head of each righteous person, as in Yeshayah 28:5. What is “a crown of desire (£zvi)) and
a wreath (tzefirah) of splendor”2 For those who perform His will (£zv/) and anticipate (metzapeh) His salvation. | might
think for everyone? It teaches, “For the rest (she‘an of His nation” — for one who makes himself like a remainder
(shirayim). “And for a spirit of justice for the one who sits in judgment, and [a spirit] of might for one who responds to
the battle at the gate” — “for a spirit of justice” is one who subdues his natural desire, and “for one who sits in judgment”
is one who judges honestly, “of might” is one who overpowers his natural desire, “who respond to the battle” is one
who engages in the war of Torah [study], “at the gate” are those who rise early and stay late in the synagogues and
study halls. Justice said before Gd: Master of the Universe!l How are these different from those? Gd told her, “And these
also [sinned by] erring in wine and straying in infoxicating drink... they stumble in judgment [paku peliliyah].” Pukah is
Hell, as in... and pelilah are judges, as in...

4. Preparation Questions

(1) Is there a connection between the beginning of Chapter 27 and the beginning of Chapter 282
(2) What is the meaning of 1¥5 1, etc. in 28:102 And is it the same as the meaning in 28:132

(3) What is the nature of making a deal with death in 28:15, which Gd then tears up in 28:182
(4) Why does the agricultural parable in 28:23-29 involve such a variety of produce?

The intoxication theme: Wine and Qil (28:1-8)

5. Rashi to Yeshayah 28:1
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“Atop the valley [ge/] of oils” — This is the Kinneret, the fruits of which are sweet; there they hammer themselves with

wine... And one could also explain [shemanim] as the desire of splendor atop the heads of the ten tribes, anointed with

the arrogance [heighte] of the best oils, as in Amos 6. Ge/is arrogance [height?], as in...

6. Wine and oil as Divine gifts Bereishit 49:11-12, Devarim 33:24



7. Radak to Tehillim 104:15
Drinking it in measure it will improve his infellect, for a joyous heart improves the intellect, as seen in the prophets.

8. Talmud, Berachot 57a

Dreams of all kinds of beverages are good signs, except wine... Some drink it and it's good for them, as in, “And wine
which gladdens the heart of man.” And some drink it and it's bad for them, as in Proverbs 31:6, “Give intoxicating
drink to the doomed, and wine to those of bitter spirit.”

9. Talmud, Yoma 76b

Why is [wine] called both yayin and tirosh? Yayin because it brings wailing [yelalah] to the world, and tirosh because
one who starts with it becomes poor [rosh]... Tehillim 104:15 is written yishmach and pronounced yisamach — if one
merits, it gladdens him [yisamach]; if one does not merit, it destroys him [yishma#].

28:9-13 — Failure of the moral educational enterprise
10. Rashi to Yeshayah 28:9-10 — Anti-moral
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“To whom will he teach knowledge” — Perhaps to children who don’t know to understand, for the elders have turned to
a bad path?
The prophet commands them from Gd, and they have an idolatrous order opposite this order. And the prophet again
instructs them, and they continually say, “We have a command against this command, ours is more important than
yours.”... They have a plumbline, wicked laws, against the line of righteousness.

11.Radak to Yeshayah 28:9-13 - Unwilling
:MIDAY ¥R DPRY NP NYT TR PRI ARV D290 NAW DI O MM ,9W AYT 213 DR 07
ROX 727 2% n% PR 22,1927 572 07197 LY VYN MR QTR TIX° 2WIR 00T 1D 0 9 WAR LTI0R XD "MXM 19K 12 a3
.0°0yn 0’727
:XY2177 9727 1027 ROV 1AXY PRIV 3T .DA0K W02 0270 10 IR ,20°7 19727 DX PR 2R 232 1901 ROW ...70W W02 00 "aTw anT?
STTA TAID TR L,LYR VYA NY PWont 2% 707 ,0Yn By R 1R XYW - '7 727 000 M
They are not people of intellect and insight; they are like youths, who soil themselves and don't have the intellect to go
to an isolated area to excrete.
Tzav means a small mitzvah. He said they are like youths; people instruct youths bit by bit, teaching them so that they
will accept it, for they lack a heart to accept anything other than small units.
It is as though [the instructor] speaks to them with clumsy speech... that people cannot understand his words well, or as
one who speaks another language. They act as though they don’t understand the prophet.
“And the word of Gd will be for them” — Because they don’t want to hear the bit by bit, it is a stumbling block for sin
bit by bit, measure for measure.

12. Malbim to Yeshayah 28:9-13 - Unable
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“Tzavfor tzav' — He needs to instruct that which he has already instructed, and to repeat and instruct that which he has
already instructed twice. Also, it is not enough with this, but he must also mark with a line, like those who teach children
via lines and drawings, that which he has already taught them with a line, and then to mark and draw it a second time.
And not to teach and draw many things at once, but “a little here, a littlle there,” a little in this matter and a little in
another matter, like the educational method of those who teach small children.
“And it will be” But even though they don’t wish to hear the word of Gd, still, the word of Gd will be for them command
after command and warning after warning, time after time, explaining his words one by one.



13. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 28:11 — Unsuitable educators
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It appears more correct to me to explain these verses thus: The prophet speaks of the disgrace of kohanim and prophets
in his day, who were among the drunkards, and they were also unintelligent... Doubtless, they are unsuitable to teach,
other than small children... for they lack the knowledge to teach adults. And in their deficiency they are like those
immature students. Thus it says, “For command for command, command for command, etc.,” meaning that if the child
does not accept more than a command for a command, mitzvah after mitzvah, that kohen and prophet also will know
only command for command... And aside from their lack of knowledge, know that because of their intoxication, “with
clumsy speech and in another language [he will speak],” meaning the kohen and prophet he mentioned to this nation,
for they, in their intoxication, lack intellect and speech.

28:14-22 The Mockery of Yehudah
14.Radak to Yeshayah 28:15
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15. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 28:15
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16. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 18b
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17. Malbim to Yeshayah 28:15
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18. Malbim to Yeshayah 28:16
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19. Rashi to Yeshayah 28:20
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20. Har Peratzim Shemuel Il 5, Divrei haYamim | 14

28:23-29 Gd the Farmer
21.Radak to Yeshayah 28:29
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22. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 28:29
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Review Questions

What connects the start of Chapter 27 and the start of Chapter 282

What is the link between intoxication and failure to learn? (Four answers)

What does 1¥7 ¥ mean? (Two answers)

What is the nature of the mockery of Yehudah about a deal with death?

What is Yeshayah’s message in describing Gd as a farmer working the soil2 (Two answers)




