THE BIRTH OF THE TALMUD:
HOW THE ORAL LAW BECAME A TEXT, PART 1

1. t. Berakhot 4

Halakhah 3

Yayin hai: you make the berakhah “bore’ peri ha-‘es.” ... But
if you pour in water, you make the berakhah “bore’ peri ha-
gefen.” ... This is the view of *R. Eliezer. But the *Sages say:

regardless, you make the berakhah “bore’ peri ha-gefen.”

Halakhah 4

If they bring before him different types of targumah: the
berakhah is “bore’ minei kisnin.” On seeds one says “bore’
minei zeraim.” On vegetation one says “bore’ minei
desha’im.” On vegetables one says “bore’ minei ha-ada-
mah.” *R. Yehudah says “barukh masmiah ’adamah bi-de-

varo.” ...

Halakhah 6

One who chews wheat makes the blessing “bore” minei
zera’im.” If it is baked or cooked, if the pieces are recognisa-
ble, “ha-mosi’ lehem min ha-ares.” ... if the pieces are not

recognisable: “bore’ minei mezonot.” ...

Halakhah 7
One who chews ‘orez: “bore’ peri ha-adamah.” If it is baked
or cooked, even if the pieces are recognisable, “bore’ minei
mezonot.” ...

2. m. Berakhot 6:1

What berakhah do we make on fruit? On fruit of the tree:
“bore’ peri ha-‘es.” Except wine, for on wine one says: “bore’
peri ha-gefen.” On fruit of the ground one says: “bore’ peri
ha-’adamah.” Except bread, for on bread one says “ha-mosi
lehem min ha-"ares.” On vegetables one says “bore’ peri ha-
‘adamah.” *R. Yehudah says “bore’ mini desha’im.”
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