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Shoftim 7: Gidon's Third Encounter and Mission 2 "%
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7:9-14 Gidon'’s Third Encounter

1. Midrash, Eichah Rabbah 1:23
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“| recall my songs, at night” — This is the night of Pharaoh.... And the night of Gidon... And the night of Sancherev....

2. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:9
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It mentioned this because the dream and its explanation came to the warriors, demonstrating that all of the Midianites

were afraid before them, since even the mightiest and greatest soldiers were beset by fear and trembling.

3. Ramban to Bamidbar 5:15
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The reason for barley [1Ww-se‘orah] is that the storm [ v0-se’arah] of the fury of Gd, fury would emerge, a

developing storm upon the head of the wicked one would fall. Like the #z/i/ se’orim of Gidon, which the explained to

refer to a storm and great turmoil.

4. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 28:6
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Rabbi Avahu, Rabbi Simon and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: [The merit of the mitzvah of the omer] was what stood
for them in the days of Gidon. It says, “And Gidon came, and a man was telling his neighbour of a dream, and he
said: | have dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake [#z/]] of barley bread.” What is a cake of barley bread”2 The
sages said: For that nation had been sunken [fzalal], without righteous people. In what merit were they saved? In the
merit of barley bread — which is the mitzvah of the omer.

5. Metzudat David to Shoftim 7:14
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Like something light — like a #z/i/ — overturning a mightier tent, so Gidon the weak will defeat a great and mighty
nation.

6. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:14
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For Gidon was small in the estimation of the Midianites, and his heart was hot within him, like the cake. And he was

constantly turning with plots all day. And it said this, because Gidon’s strength was well-known to them.

7:15-25 Gidon’s Third Mission
7. Malbim to Shoftim 7:17
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“From me you will see, and so shall you do,” meaning not to act until he acts... “And as | will do, so you shall do,”
meaning that they should do as he does, as he then explained...

8. Radak to Shoftim 7:18
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“Our sword is for Gd” because He fights for us, and then, “Our sword is for Gidon” because through him we will
defeat this camp.

9. Tosafot to Sanhedrin 63a 12
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[Joining Gd with other entities] is not the same as “The sword for Gd and for Gidon”, or “We have spoken against
Gd and against you,” for the prohibition is only regarding deification.

10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 7:18

2197777 09972 MDY 1T MO 0772 INY R NYTA QW WAY® AWRIW 270 ,ynww 1917 Mava
Because of the dream he heard. When they would hear the name of Gidon, they would lose their spirit and tremble
like birds, remembering the dream.

11. Malbim to Shoftim 7:23
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Therefore he had told those he had sent away at first to stay on Mount Gilead overnight, so that they would be ready
to pursue...

12. Tehillim 83:10-12
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Do to them as [You did] to Midian, like Sisera, like Yavin at Nachal Kishon. They were destroyed in Ein Dor, they
were like dung on the ground. Make them, their princes, like Orev and Ze'ev, and like Zevach and Tzalmuna all of
their anointed ones.

8:1-3 Decline 1: Ephraim
13. Daat Mikra to Shoftim 8:1

LR MR IR 079 IR anYTY 2 ,(R:2* 1P V) 0K DAY X Oy R 0
They were self-righteous, and their eyes were narrowed against the success of others (see 12:1), for in their view
leadership of Israel was appropriate only for them.

14.Vayikra 19:10
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And you shall not take the ofilot from your vine, and the peret of your vine you shall not collect. You shall leave them
for the pauper and the stranger; | am Hashem your Gd.

15.Ralbag to Shoftim 8:2
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He compared the weak ones to ofilot, the deficient grapes, and the mighty ones to complete grapes one would

harvest, while leaving the ofilot for the needy. To satisfy them, he said that the weakest of Ephraim are better than the

mighty of his family.

16.Radak to Shoftim 8:2
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What Gidon did to Midian was like the harvest, for he began the war and killed within the great camp. What

remained after the harvest were the ofilot, small items compared to the harvest; so Ephraim conquered the nobility of

Midian, who were like ofilot compared to the entire camp, but they were mighty nobles.



