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If one was measuring the limit and he reached a canyon or a fence, the height of the fence and the depth of the
canyon are not counted toward the two thousand cubits; rather, he spans it and then resumes his measurement. Two
people hold the two ends of the rope straight across the canyon or the fence, and the distance is measured as though
the area were completely flat. If one reached a hill, he does not measure its height; rather, he spans the hill as if it
were not there and then resumes his measurement, provided he does not thereby go out beyond the city’s Shabbat
limit, as those watching the surveyor might mistakenly think the limit extends to that point.
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If, due to the width of the canyon or hill, he cannot span it, with regard to this situation Rabbi Dostai bar Yannai said
in the name of Rabbi Meir: | heard that one may pierce hills. In other words, one measures the distance as if there
were a hole from one side of the hill to the other, so that in effect, he measures only the horizontal distance and
ignores the differences in elevation.
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