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1. Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes, 7he Beginning of Politics, pg. 26

Turning worthy ends into disposable means, including the instrumentalization of religion and the sacred by rivals for
power, is a central theme in Samuel, and it surfaces already in this short and harsh encounter. An offering has to be
sacrificed before the battle. The king, who in the new dispensation has been divested of any significant religious role,
has been made dependent on the comings and goings of the prophet, who had insisted that he must preside personally
over the offering. The prophet’s claim to an exclusive role in religious ritual became a tool to be used in a competitive
struggle manipulated by the personally embittered prophet. Samuel used this presumptive monopoly over ritual sacrifices
to shake the throne of the anointed king.

2. Audio recordings on the Book of Shemuel https://www.yutorah.org/search/2teacher=81072&collection=7391

Background
3. Devarim 17:14-15
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When you arrive in the land Hashem your Gd is giving you, and you take it and settle in it, and you shall say: | will
place a king upon myself, like all of the nations around me. You shall surely place upon yourself a king whom Hashem
your Gd will choose. From among your brethren you shall place a king upon yourself...

4. Rabbeinu Nisim, Derashot haRan 11
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For they thought that national order would function best when it flowed from the throne, as opposed to from the Shofeit. ..
Had they asked for a king in general, saying, “Place a king upon us,” or had they asked for the sake of battle, there
would have been neither guilt nor sin in this, but a mitzvah. Their sin was only in saying, “Place a king upon us to judge
us, like all of the nations,” wanting their judgment to flow from the throne, not from judges of Torah. We see this in 8:6,
in which it did not say, “As they said: Place a king upon us” alone... And therefore Gd said to Shemuel, “They did not
reject you, but they rejected Me from reigning over them,” for they chose natural running of their affairs, as opposed to
Divine control.

5. Shemuel | 9:2
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And [Kish] had a son named Shaul - choice and good, and no Israelite man was better, from his shoulders and up he
was faller than the entire nation.

6. Shemuel 1 10:8
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And you shall descend before me to Gilgal, and | will descend to you to elevate burnt offerings, to slaughter shelamim.
Seven days you shall wait until | come to you, and | will tell you what you shall do.


https://www.yutorah.org/search/?teacher=81072&collection=7391

The Scene of the Crime
7. Shemuel | 13:8-14 (tr. JPS 1985, from sefaria.org)
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He waited seven days, the time that Samuel [had set]. But when Samuel failed to come to Gilgal, and the people began
to scatter, Saul said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the sacrifice of well-being”; and he presented the burnt offering.
He had just finished presenting the burnt offering when Samuel arrived; and Saul went out to meet him and welcome
him. But Samuel said, “What have you done?” Saul replied, “I saw the people leaving me and scattering; you had not
come at the appointed time, and the Philistines had gathered at Michmas. | thought the Philistines would march down
against me at Gilgal before | had entreated the Lord, so | forced myself to present the burnt offering.” Samuel answered
Saul, “You acted foolishly in not keeping the commandments that the Lord your Gd laid upon you! Otherwise the Lord
would have established your dynasty over Israel forever. But now your dynasty will not endure. The Lord will seek out a
man after His own heart, and the Lord will appoint him ruler over His people, because you did not abide by what the
Lord had commanded you.”

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 13:11-12
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First, because he, Shemuel, did not come “on the appointed day,” the occasion of the seven days he had told him to
wait for his arrival. Second, the Plishtim were gathering in Michmas, and the nation was scattering from him. And third,
he feared that the Plishtim might descend to him in Gilgal, and because he had not appealed to Gd and he was set to
be punished if he would not stick to Gd, therefore he brought the korbanot; the korbanot were a medium and great
catalyst for sticking to Gd.

Who failed?
9. Shemuel | 15:35
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And Shemuel did not see Shaul anymore, until the day of his death, for Shemuel mourned Shaul...

10. Rashi to Shemuel | 13:14
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For so said Moshe, “Not to stray from the mitzvah, right or left, so that he will have a long reign etc.” (Devarim 17:20)
- so if he strayed, he would not have a long reign.

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 13:13
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Because he violated the words of the prophet, he was liable for death, as Devarim 18:19 says, “And the one who does

not listen to the words of the prophet who speaks in My Name, | will punish him.” Certainly when this was caused by

lack of faith and straying from the command of Gd. It is like Uza, when he extended his hand to the Ark of Gd...

Review Questions

What was Shaul’s mistake?

What was Shaul’s justification?

Why was Shaul punished so harshly?




