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1. II Maccabees 2:19–32 
19The story of Judas Maccabeus and his brothers, and the purification of the great temple, and the dedication of the altar, 
20and further the wars against Antiochus Epiphanes and his son Eupator, 21and the appearances that came from heaven 
to those who fought bravely for Judaism, so that though few in number they seized the whole land and pursued the 
barbarian hordes, 22and regained possession of the temple famous throughout the world, and liberated the city, and re-
established the laws that were about to be abolished, while the Lord with great kindness became gracious to them—23all 
this, which has been set forth by Jason of Cyrene in five volumes, we shall attempt to condense into a single book. 24For 
considering the flood of statistics involved and the difficulty there is for those who wish to enter upon the narratives of 
history because of the mass of material, 25we have aimed to please those who wish to read, to make it easy for those who 
are inclined to memorize, and to profit all readers. 26For us who have undertaken the toil of abbreviating, it is no light 
matter but calls for sweat and loss of sleep, … 32At this point therefore let us begin our narrative, without adding any more 
to what has already been said; for it would be foolish to lengthen the preface while cutting short the history itself. 
 
2. 15:37–39 
37This, then, is how matters turned out with Nicanor, and from that time the city has been in the possession of the He-
brews. So I will here end my story. 38If it is well told and to the point, that is what I myself desired; if it is poorly done and 
mediocre, that was the best I could do. 39For just as it is harmful to drink wine alone, or, again, to drink water alone, while 
wine mixed with water is sweet and delicious and enhances one’s enjoyment, so also the style of the story delights the ears 
of those who read the work. And here will be the end. 
 
3. 3:1–3 
1While the holy city was inhabited in unbroken peace and the laws were strictly observed because of the piety of the high 
priest Onias and his hatred of wickedness, 2it came about that the kings themselves honored the place and glorified the 
temple with the finest presents, 3even to the extent that King Seleucus of Asia defrayed from his own revenues all the 
expenses connected with the service of the sacrifices. 
 
4. 3:22–40 
22While they were calling upon the Almighty Lord that he would keep what had been entrusted safe and secure for those 
who had entrusted it, 23Heliodorus went on with what had been decided. 24But when he arrived at the treasury with his 
bodyguard, then and there the Sovereign of spirits and of all authority caused so great a manifestation that all who had 
been so bold as to accompany him were astounded by the power of God, and became faint with terror. 25For there ap-
peared to them a magnificently caparisoned horse, with a rider of frightening mien; it rushed furiously at Heliodorus and 
struck at him with its front hoofs. Its rider was seen to have armor and weapons of gold. 26Two young men also appeared 
to him, remarkably strong, gloriously beautiful and splendidly dressed, who stood on either side of him and flogged him 
continuously, inflicting many blows on him. 27When he suddenly fell to the ground and deep darkness came over him, 
his men took him up, put him on a stretcher, 28and carried him away—this man who had just entered the aforesaid treas-
ury with a great retinue and all his bodyguard but was now unable to help himself. They recognized clearly the sovereign 
power of God. 29While he lay prostrate, speechless because of the divine intervention and deprived of any hope of recov-
ery, 30they praised the Lord who had acted marvelously for his own place. And the temple, which a little while before was 



full of fear and disturbance, was filled with joy and gladness, now that the Almighty Lord had appeared. 31Some of Helio-
dorus’s friends quickly begged Onias to call upon the Most High to grant life to one who was lying quite at his last 
breath. 32So the high priest, fearing that the king might get the notion that some foul play had been perpetrated by the 
Jews with regard to Heliodorus, offered sacrifice for the man’s recovery. 33While the high priest was making an atonement, 
the same young men appeared again to Heliodorus dressed in the same clothing, and they stood and said, “Be very grateful 
to the high priest Onias, since for his sake the Lord has granted you your life. 34And see that you, who have been flogged 
by heaven, report to all people the majestic power of God.” Having said this they vanished. 
 
5. 7:37–38 
37I, like my brothers, give up body and life for the laws of our ancestors, appealing to God to show mercy soon to our 
nation and by trials and plagues to make you confess that he alone is God, 38and through me and my brothers to bring to 
an end the wrath of the Almighty that has justly fallen on our whole nation.” 
 
6. I Macc. 4:28–35 
28But the next year he [Lysias] mustered sixty thousand 
picked infantry and five thousand cavalry to subdue 
them. 29They came into Idumea and encamped at Beth-zur, 
and Judas met them with ten thousand men. 30When he saw 
that their army was strong, he prayed, saying, “Blessed are 
you, O Savior of Israel, who crushed the attack of the 
mighty warrior by the hand of your servant David, and gave 
the camp of the Philistines into the hands of Jonathan son 
of Saul, and of the man who carried his armor. 31Hem in 
this army by the hand of your people Israel, and let them 
be ashamed of their troops and their cavalry. 32Fill them 
with cowardice; melt the boldness of their strength; let 
them tremble in their destruction. 33Strike them down with 
the sword of those who love you, and let all who know your 
name praise you with hymns.” 34Then both sides attacked, 
and there fell of the army of Lysias five thousand men; they 
fell in action. 35When Lysias saw the rout of his troops and 
observed the boldness that inspired those of Judas, and 
how ready they were either to live or to die nobly, he with-
drew to Antioch and enlisted mercenaries in order to in-
vade Judea again with an even larger army. 
 

 7. II Macc. 11:1–12 
1Very soon after this, Lysias, the king’s guardian and kins-
man, who was in charge of the government, being vexed at 
what had happened, 2gathered about eighty thousand in-
fantry and all his cavalry and came against the Jews. He in-
tended to make the city a home for Greeks, 3and to levy 
tribute on the temple as he did on the sacred places of the 
other nations, and to put up the high priesthood for sale 
every year. 4He took no account whatever of the power of 
God, but was elated with his ten thousands of infantry, and 
his thousands of cavalry, and his eighty elephants. 5Invad-
ing Judea, he approached Beth-zur, which was a fortified 
place about five stadia from Jerusalem, and pressed it hard. 
6When Maccabeus and his men got word that Lysias was 
besieging the strongholds, they and all the people, with 
lamentations and tears, prayed the Lord to send a good an-
gel to save Israel. 7Maccabeus himself was the first to take 
up arms, and he urged the others to risk their lives with him 
to aid their kindred. Then they eagerly rushed off together. 
8And there, while they were still near Jerusalem, a horse-
man appeared at their head, clothed in white and brandish-
ing weapons of gold. 9And together they all praised the 
merciful God, and were strengthened in heart, ready to as-
sail not only humans but the wildest animals or walls of 
iron. 10They advanced in battle order, having their heavenly 
ally, for the Lord had mercy on them. 11They hurled them-
selves like lions against the enemy, and laid low eleven 
thousand of them and sixteen hundred cavalry, and forced 



all the rest to flee. 12Most of them got away stripped and 
wounded, and Lysias himself escaped by disgraceful flight. 

8. II Macc. 12:39–45 
39On the next day, as had now become necessary, Judas and his men went to take up the bodies of the fallen and to bring 
them back to lie with their kindred in the sepulchres of their ancestors. 40Then under the tunic of each one of the dead 
they found sacred tokens of the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids the Jews to wear. And it became clear to all that 
this was the reason these men had fallen. … 43He also took up a collection, man by man, to the amount of two thousand 
drachmas of silver, and sent it to Jerusalem to provide for a sin offering. In doing this he acted very well and honorably, 
taking account of the resurrection. 44For if he were not expecting that those who had fallen would rise again, it would have 
been superfluous and foolish to pray for the dead. 45But if he was looking to the splendid reward that is laid up for those 
who fall asleep in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Therefore he made atonement for the dead, so that they 
might be delivered from their sin. 
 
9. 1:1–9 
1The Jews in Jerusalem and those in the land of Judea, 
To their Jewish kindred in Egypt, 
Greetings and true peace. 
2May God do good to you, and may he remember his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful serv-
ants. 3May he give you all a heart to worship him and to do his will with a strong heart and a willing spirit. 4May he open 
your heart to his law and his commandments, and may he bring peace. 5May he hear your prayers and be reconciled to 
you, and may he not forsake you in time of evil. 6We are now praying for you here. 
7In the reign of Demetrius, in the one hundred sixty-ninth year, we Jews wrote to you, in the critical distress that came 
upon us in those years after Jason and his company revolted from the holy land and the kingdom 8and burned the gate 
and shed innocent blood. We prayed to the Lord and were heard, and we offered sacrifice and grain offering, and we lit 
the lamps and set out the loaves. 9And now see that you keep the festival of booths in the month of Chislev, in the one 
hundred eighty-eighth year.  
 
 


