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The Key Mitzvah of Chanukah?
1. Talmud, Shabbat 21b
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What is Chanukah? Our sages taught: On the 25 of Kislev, there are eight days of Chanukah, when we neither
eulogize nor fast. For when the Greeks entered the Sanctuary, they contaminated all of the oil in the Sanctuary, and
when the monarchy of the house of the Chashmonaim mustered strength and defeated them, they searched and could
find only one jug of oil marked with the seal of the kohen gadol. There was only enough to kindle for one day, but a
miracle occurred and they kindled from it for eight days. The next year, they established them and made them Yamim
Tovim, with Hallel and thanks.

2. Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Laws of Megilah and Chanukah 3:3
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Because of this, the sages of that generation enacted that these eight days, from the night of the 25 of Kislev, should
be days of joy and Hallel, and they light lamps in the evening at the entrances of houses on each night of the eight
nights, to demonstrate and reveal the miracle. And these days are called “Chanukah”, and one may neither eulogize
nor fast on them, like the days of Purim. And lighting lamps on them is a rabbinic mitzvah, like reading the megilah.

3. Ramban (13t century Spain), Commentary to Bamidbar 8:2
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| also saw in Midrash Tanchuma Behaalotcha 5 and Bamidbar Rabbah 15:5, “G-d told Moshe: Go tell Aharon, “Do
not fear; you are designated for greater than this. The korbanot will endure as long as the Beit haMikdash stands, but
the lamps will always shine toward the face of the menorah, and the blessings | have given you for blessing My children
will never cease.” It is known that when there is no Beit haMikdash, and the korbanot cease due to its destruction, then
the lamps also cease. However, they hinted here only to the lamps of the Chanukah of the Chashmonaim, which continue
even after the destruction, in our exile...

4. Raavad (12t century France), Comment to Rambam'’s Laws of Blessings 11:15
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And if one will say that all rabbinic mitzvot have a/because they are comparatively optional, then what about the lights

of Chanukah? Perhaps because there is no set amount to light... Or because this blessing was established for the lights

in the Beit haMikdash, which are biblical, and so they made it like the blessings for biblical mitzvot...

The Goal of Chanukah’s Hallel
5. Talmud, Megilah 10b
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What is the meaning of the verse, "And one did not draw near to the other all night"2 The ministering malachim wished
to sing. Gd declared: The deeds of My Hands are drowning in the sea, and you wish to sing?!

6. Talmud, Arachin 10a-b
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Why do we say Hallel daily on Succot, and not on Pesach? On Succot each day has a distinct korban, but on Pesach
each day does not have a distinct korban.



7. Talmud, Arachin 10b
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But Chanukah has neither [a prohibition against work] nor [a special korban], and we say Hallel! Because of the miracle.

8. Talmud, Pesachim 117a
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“Of David a song” teaches that the Shechinah was manifest on him, and then he sang. “A song of David” teaches that
he sang, and then the Shechinah was manifest on him.

9. Rabbi Aharon Kotler (20t century USA), Mishnat Rebbe Aharon, Pesach, pg. 3
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Even that which a person sees with his own eyes, he needs to interpret for himself that which he sees, and to establish
it in his mind.

10. Talmud, Pesachim 118a
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Our sages taught: On the fourth cup he completes Hallel and recites the Great Hallel, per R' Tarfon. Some say, "The
Lord is my shepherd, | shall not lack."

11.Rabbi Shemuel Eidels (16M-17' century Poland), Maharsha to Pesachim 118a, Chiddushei Aggadot
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These five include three essentials: Exodus from Egypt and Splitting of the sea teach about His existence and Creation

of the world; Presentation of the Torah... teaches that Torah is from Heaven. And Resurrection of the dead...

Application: Tehillim 113

12. Abarbanel to Malachi 1:11
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They praise Him because they see that mighty celestial motion. The text also presents [their view of] the absence of His

supervision, saying, "Gd is mighty upon all nations; His glory is upon the heavens," meaning that He is lofty and

elevated above guiding and overseeing lowly creatures. His glory and influence is only upon the heavens.

However, we do not believe thus; "Who is like HaShem our Gd, who elevates to sit, who lowers to see"... And the text

brings proof of this supervision from our nation, "When Israel left Egypt..."

13. Midrash Tehillim 113:1

"I will recall my neginah at night; with my heart | will speak." What is "l will mention my neginah"2... When You killed
the Egyptian firstborn at night... "My neginah at night" was the night You redeemed us, bringing us to freedom. We
had been slaves of Pharaoh and You redeemed us and made us Your slaves. Thus "Sing to Gd, servants of Gd," not
"servants of Pharaoh."

14. Midrash Tehillim 113:2

Pharaoh rose and went to Moshe and Aharon at night, "And he called to Moshe and Aharon at night." He knocked on
their doors at night and said, "Rise, leave from among my people." They replied, "Fool! Will we rise at night2 Are we
thieves, to go at nighte We will go in the morning, as Gd said, 'No man shall leave the entrance of his home until
morning.'" He replied, "All of Egypt is dying," as in, "For they said, all of us are dying." They said, "Do you want to
end this plague? Say, 'You are free, you are in your own possession, you are not my servants but servants of Gd.""
Pharaoh began to scream, "You were my servants, now you are free, you are in your own possession, you are servants
of Gd, you must sing to Him for you are His servants." Thus "Sing to Gd, sing, servants of Gd"...



