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Chapter 25 o
1. Structure
25:1-5 Gratitude to Gd for destroying the enemy tyrant, thereby encouraging their vulnerable victims
25:6-8 A great feast? The end of death?
25:9-12 Everyone will perceive Gd, when He destroys the wicked - specifying Moav?@
2. Preparation Questions
What is this feast for the nations, and how does it fit the general anti-nations tenor
Is this really the end of all death? Does that fit the context?
Celebrating Salvation from Foes Celebrating Revelation of Truth
(Most Commentators) (Abarbanel)
. 25:1 Ancient promises of redemption Ancient deeds of Creation
Distant counsel
25:2 Babylon, capital of nati R here forei b P
Palace of foreigners ylon, capital of nations ome, where foreigners become Pope
25:6 Cause of the nations’ downfall Metaphor for degrees of reward/punishment
The feast (a literal or metaphorical feast) during fechiyat hameitim
25:7 , The nations’ shelter and power The veil of death, and therefore false beliefs
Remove the veil/mask
A dectﬁiﬁollow? Death destroys, or is destroyed The myth of the eternity of death is destroyed
25:9-12 Rejoicing upon the victory Rejoicing upon revelation of Truth
Rejoicing

Approach 1: Salvation from foes
3. Rashi to Yeshayah 25:1
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The plans You plotted from afar for Avraham at the covenant between the pieces.

4. Radak to Yeshayah 25:2
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“Palace of foreigners” is Babylon, which is like a palace for all of the idolaters’ cities, and they are called “foreigners”.

5. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 324
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From that drop, drank the generation of the flood, and the generation of the dispersion, and the people of Sdom, and

Pharaoh and all of his forces, and Sisera and all of his multitudes, and Sancherev and all of his forces, Nevuchadnezzar

and all of his armies, and from that drop all who enter the world for all generations will drink, and so it says: And Gd

will prepare for all nations on this mountain a feast...

6. lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 25:6
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The idea is that He will feed them rich foods... And then give them refined sediment to drink, intoxicating them.

7. Rashi to Yeshayah 25:6
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8. Radak to Yeshayah 25:6
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All of this is a parable... And the richest feast, when one drinks a lot of it, weighs on his heart and disturbs him. Certainly,

a drink of sediment refined from wine. All of this is a parable for the tumult before Gd which will happen to them, and

they themselves will kill each other (Zecharyah 14)...

9. Radak to Yeshayah 25:7
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The hiding and cover with which the nations were hidden until that day, when all of them were tranquil and powerful,

Gd will destroy that cover and they will be exposed and prepared for the harm coming upon them, and they will have

neither cover nor shelter.

10. Mishnah, Moed Katan 3:8
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11. Talmud, Pesachim 68a
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12.Radak to Yeshayah 25:8
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He will destroy and eliminate death, meaning death by circumstance, not natural death, meaning the murder those
nations had executed against them in their exile...

13. Talmud, Sanhedrin 92a
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The righteous whom Gd will resurrect will not return to their dust, as it is written, “The one who remains in Zion, the one

who remains in Jerusalem, will be called Holy, all who are recorded for life in Jerusalem.” Just as holiness remains

forever, so they will live forever.

14.1bn Ezra to Yeshayah 25:8
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“Death will swallow up” — swallow them up. “From all faces” — because they performed great evils to everyone.

Approach 2: Revelation

15. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 25:1

INRI21 W WA RITW ,PITON 1AW MEYAY AR T 072 02,007 NIRDOIT MITAT NI0KT WY 0 9w A7IR JanIR”
Ralakuivaiiatal Sy hital e M9 X1 "R R an amnn fabMlyia il nii

“I will elevate You, | will praise Your Name” for You performed those great and wondrous demonstrations, through

which all of those distant counsels will be known and verified — meaning the newness of the world and its creation,

mentioned at the start of the Torah - to be emunah omen — meaning, true, enduring truth.

16. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 25:2

ST Y 007 TIRORY L, WRTY Y DY 3991 77182 70 ,R10I000P HY 77 0Yn 1w 0D QAINY JNI° 2102 R0 R

DORIPIT DOIAWIT QW WR POORT PAIRY DY L0 1IN M0 RIPAY 70 R LINT2 2ITR MDD CTAY 07 anwhww
.01 DA TR WOR 02102 KX 0YAT DY 11291 IRWR 07 0210 ,2011570) WIOORITIND



And | saw the Targum Yonatan text, who explained “You have made from the city a pile” about Constantinople, “the
reinforced city a ruin” about Rhodes, “the palace of foreigners” about Rome, for the three of them are the pillars of
Edom’s empire in their religion. Rome is fittingly called “palace of foreigners” because the Pope’s palace, where the
Hasmoneans called Cardinals and officers are found, most of them are from other empires, rarely a Roman...

17. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 25:6
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Regarding this the prophet said here as a parable that Gd will make a feast for all of the nations on that mountain,
Jerusalem, meaning a meal... But not everyone will be equal in that feast, for some of them will have a feast of rich
food, meaning a meal of rich and good food, and for some it will be a feast of sediment, meaning the bad dross...

18. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 25:7-8
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19. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 25:9
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You said we lacked Torah and a true Gd. It is not so, for this is our Gd for whom we hoped during this long exile, He

will save us, and so we will celebrate in His salvation.

25:10 Moav?
20.Radak to Yeshayah 25:10
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21.Targum “Yonatan” to Bamidbar 24:17
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22.Vilna Gaon, Aderet Eliyahu to Bamidbar 24:17
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Techiyat haMeitim: The Resurrection

23.Talmud, Berachot 17a
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Rav regularly said: The next world is not like this one; the next world will not have eating, drinking, procreation,
commerce, jealousy, hatred or competition. Rather, the righteous will sit, with crowns on their heads, benefiting from
the radiance of the Shechinah, as it is written, 'And they envisioned Gd, and they ate and drank.'

24.Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: Gd created everything in His world as male and female, including the beam leviathan

and the curved leviathan; He created them male and female, and were they to mate they would destroy the entire world.

What did Gd do? He castrated the male and slaughtered the female, and salted her away for the righteous for the

future.

Review Questions

Why is the image of the feast problematic, inviting derash?

What are the two basic approaches to what is being celebrated in this perek?
Within the two approaches, what is the “ancient counsel” for which Gd has acted?
Within the two approaches, what does the “palace of foreigners” represent?
Within the two approaches, what does the feast represent?

Within the two approaches, what is the removal of a veil and a mask?@

Within the two approaches, what is the destruction of /by death (four ideas)?
Within the two approaches, what is the source of rejoicing at the end of the perek?
Why is Moav singled out?



