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Shemuel, Week 45: 14:6-24 — Superstitious Yehonatan? Shaul Attacks, and Swears T
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Yehonatan's test (continued)

1. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:37, Friedlander edition

When you read the books which | mentioned to you. you will find that witchcraft, which will be described to you, is part
of the customs of the Sabeans, Kasdim, Chaldeans, and to a higher degree of the Egyptians and Canaanites. They
caused others to believe, or they themselves believed, that by means of these arts they would perform wonderful things
in reference to an individual person, or to the inhabitants of a whole country, although no analogy and no reasoning
can discover any relation between these performances of the witches and the promised result... It is the object and
centre of the whole Law to abolish idolatry and utterly uproot it, and to overthrow the opinion that any of the stars could
interfere for good or evil in human matters, because it leads to the worship of stars.

2. Ramban, Commentary to Devarim 18:9

The blessed Creator, when He created everything from nothing, made the upper realms direct the lower realms which
are beneath them. And He placed power over the land and all that is in it in the stars and constellations, according to
their direction and gaze upon them, as has been tested by astrology.

3. Ramban, Commentary to Sefer haMitzvot, Added Commandment 8

The eighth mitzvah: We are commanded that our hearts should be complete with Gd, as it says, “You shall be complete
with Hashem your Gd.” This command means that we should designate our hearts for Gd alone, and believe that He
alone creates all, and He is the one who truly knows the entire future, and from Him alone should we seek the future...
and we should not seek it from those who gaze at the heavens and others, or we should not trust that their words will
come true. But if we hear something from them, we should say, “All is in the hands of Heaven,” for He changes the
arrangement of the stars and constellations at will... And Avraham received this command when [Gd] came to make a
covenant with him and give him children, saying, “Walk before Me and be complete.”

4. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idolatry 11:16

All of these are words of falsehood and deception, which the early idolaters used to trick the nations to follow them,
and Israel, who are wise and educated, should not follow these matters of emptiness or put the thought into their hearts
that these are beneficial. As it says, “For there is no omen-reading in Jacob, and no sorcery in Israel.”... Anyone who
believes in these and similar matters, thinking in his heart that they are true and wise, and the Torah prohibited them, is
only from among the fools and those who lack knowledge...

5. Radak to Shemuel | 14:9
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If one wishes to perform a deed, and he does one thing as a sign for that deed in order to strengthen his heart and
awaken his heart toward that action, this is permitted. Had Eliezer and Yehonatan been sinning in this, Gd would not
have answered them properly, helping their deeds... That [talmudic] statement by Rav means: Any nachash and sign in
which one does not perform a sign for himself from the start, as Eliezer and Yehonatan did, is not a nachash and sign.
One should not rely on it or be concerned for it, if it should happen on its own.

6. Ran to Chullin 95b (and see Derashot haRan 12)
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The nachash prohibited by the Torah is when one makes his affairs hinge on a sign which should not, logically, cause
benefit or harm to his affairs. For example: If his bread falls from his mouth, or a deer crosses his path... But one who
takes signs for something where logic dictates that the sign would indicate benefit or harm in the matter, that is not



nachash, for all of the world’s affairs are thus. If one says, “If it rains, | won't go; if not, | will go,” this is not nachash,
but the way of the world!... Yonatan ben Shaul sought to strike the Plishti camp, him and his armour-bearer alone, and
he took this as a sign for himself. Should they say, “Ascend to us,” it would appear that they fear an ambush...

7. Rabbi Baruch halevi Epstein, Torah Temimah to Bereishit 24 #17
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It appears clear in this matter that in truth, the only nichush which is prohibited is when one links the nichush to the event

itself, without mentioning Gd’s Name and without asking Gd for aid in causing that event. Then it appears to involve

magic...

14:17-24 Shaul’s War

8. Malbim to Shemuel | 14:17
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He wanted to know the reason, to know who had gone and caused the tumult there. And he saw that no one other than

Yonatan and his armour-bearer were gone, and it would be unlikely that these could cause such great confusion.

9. Ralbag to Shemuel | 14:18
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The urim v’tummim, which were in the Aron, to ask of Gd regarding Yonatan and the tumult in the Plishti camp — whether
they should pursue them or remain where they were.

10. Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 6:1
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Rabbi Yehudah ben Lakish said: Two Aronot traveled with Israel in the wilderness. One held the Torah, and one held
the broken tablets. The one holding the Torah remained in the Tent of Meeting... The one holding the broken tablets
would enter and depart with them... A text supports Rabbi Yehudah ben Lakish: “And Shaul told Achiyah: Bring forth
the Aron of Gd” — Wasn't the Aron in Kiryat Yearime And what would the Sages reply? [He meant] “Bring me the tzitz."

11. Divrei haYamim | 10:11-14
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12. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah Emor 26:7
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Shaul died for five sins:
e “And Shaul died for his trespass, trespassing against Gd” killing Nov, city of Kohanim, and sparing Agag, king
of Amalek.
e “And for the word of Gd, which he did not keep” not listening to Shemuel, who told him, “Wait seven days,
until | come to you,” and he did not do so.

e “And he also asked of an ov, to seek” — he asked of an ov.
e “And he did not seek Hashem, and He killed him” — “And Shaul told the kohen: Gather in your hands.”



13. Zecharyah 14:14
..02Y°2 onPn A7 03

14.Ralbag to Shemuel | 14:21
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It appears correct in my eyes that this means that even though Israel was at the height of indigence and lowliness
regarding this battle, to the point that they hid in the aforementioned places, still, once this tumult struck the Plishtim, the
Hebrews were against the Plishtim as they had been on the previous day and beforehand, when fighting them in the
time of Shemuel, when Israel’s hand was mighty against them and their nation in the surrounding camp, to strike them
and catch them such that none of them would remain. Not only that, but “also them”, meaning the Plishtim, were with
Israel who were with Shaul and Yonatan, for some of them killed some of them, such that they aided Israel as though
they were with them.

15. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 14:23
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This shows that during a time of victory, people are all mighty, and in a time of tumult and trouble all of them are weak.

You see that Bnei Yisrael were hiding in caves, some of them living among the Plishtim and lacking strength, and when

they saw the victory they pursued them and struck them a mighty blow.

16. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 14:24
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And so that they would not be distracted with the food and would not halt the war, Shaul made the nation swear, saying,

“Cursed is the one who will eat bread before evening,” such that they could pursue the war all day...

17. Malbim to Shemuel | 14:24
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Logically, they fasted that day as they normally did in times of trouble. Now, when they were saved, eating was legally
permitted for them, but Shaul decreed not to eat, for the salvation was not yet complete to the point that he would set
his enemies as a stool for his feet. ..
One could contend that he decreed a fast, to fast all day so that the merit of their suffering and their repentance would
help them avenge themselves upon their enemies. And Israel were more strict upon themselves in two ways: (1) The
nation did not taste /echem, even a taste... (2) “And the entire land came into the forest, and there was honey upon the
field” even though honey is not included in /fechem.



