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Poetic Justice in Yaakov’s Life: The Case of the Mandrakes
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He gathered all of the people of that place, telling them “you know that we had limited water, but since this righteous
one has been here, the water has been blessed.” They said to him: “Whatever will help you we will do”; he said to them:
“If you are agreeable, I will trick him and give him Leah; he loves Rachel more and will therefore work for another seven
years with you.” They responded: “Do as you see fit.” He said to them: “Give me collateral that you will not reveal the
plan to him.” They gave him pledges; he sold them and used the money to buy wine, oil and meat. Hence he is called
“Lavan haArami” —he even deceived his own townspeople. All day they were praising [Yaakov] when he came in at night,
he asked them “What is this?” and they answered: “You have been kind to us through your merit” and they were praising
him before him, saying “Hiliah, hiliah”. That night, they brought her in and first extinguished the candles; he asked them
“What is this”? they answered: “Do you think that we are depraved like you?” All that night he was crying out “Rachel”
and [Leah] was responding, but in the morning: “Behold she was Leah”. He said to her “You deceiver daughter of a
deceiver! All night I was calling ‘Rachel’ and you answered!” She answered: “Is there a barber without students? Isn’t

this how your father was calling ‘Esav’ and you responded?”

1 Cf. Sarah Ben-Reuven, The Purchase of the Mandrakes as Punishment for the Sale of the Primogeniture Beit
Mikra 28,3 (1983) pp. 230-231
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When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob no children,
Rachel envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give
me children, or else I will die.”
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Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and
found mandrakes in the field, and brought them
to his mother, Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah,
“Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”
(15) She said to her, “Is it a small matter that you
have taken away my husband? Would you take
away my son’s mandrakes, also?” Rachel said,
“Therefore he will lie with you tonight for your
son’s mandrakes.” (16) Jacob came from the field
in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him,
and said, “You must come in to me; for I have
surely hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” He
lay with her that night. (17) God listened to Leah,
and she conceived, and bore Jacob a fifth son. (18)
Leah said, “God has given me my hire, because I

gave my handmaid to my husband.” She named
him Issachar.
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Jacob boiled stew. Esau came in from the
field, and he was famished. (30) Esau
said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that
same red stew, for I am famished.”
Therefore his name was called Edom.
(31) Jacob said, “First, sell me your
birthright.” (32) Esau said, “Behold, I am
about to die. What good is the birthright
to me?” (33) Jacob said, “Swear to me
first.” He swore to him. He sold his
birthright to Jacob. (34) Jacob gave Esau
bread and stew of lentils. He ate and

drank, rose up, and went his way. So
Esau despised his birthright.
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