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Toldot: Unworthy of Blessings

Ezer Diena, ediena@torontotorah.com
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1. Likutei Tzvi Al Hatorah, Page 18
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2. Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 37a (Davidson Edition translation)
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Rabbi Zeira says that the source is from here: The verse states concerning the occasion when Isaac blessed Jacob:
“And he smelled the smell of his garments, and blessed him, and said: See, the smell of my son is as the smell of
a field that the Lord has blessed” (Genesis 27:27). Do not read “his garments [begadav]”; rather, read: His traitors
[bogedav], meaning that even traitors and sinners among the Jewish people have qualities “as the smell of a field
that the Lord has blessed”.
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4. Mishnah Bava Metzia 4:9, cited in Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 56a (Davidson Edition translation)

IR DIN VAW TWHM AV MIPWN R 9D MIPWN 177 PR MWTRAM MYPIRT MI0WM 227290 ARIR 072 PRY 20727 198

DoWn PR 0w XYM Yawl
MISHNA: These are matters that are not subject to the halakhot of exploitation even if the disparity between the
value and the payment is one-sixth or greater: Slaves, and documents, and land, and consecrated property. In
addition, if they are stolen, these items are subject neither to payment of double the principal for theft nor to
payment of four or five times the principal, if the thief slaughtered or sold a stolen sheep or cow, respectively. An
unpaid bailee does not take an oath and a paid bailee does not pay if these items were stolen or lost.

5. Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 56b (Davidson Edition translation)
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks: From where are these matters derived? It is as the Sages taught: It is written: “And
if you sell to your colleague an item that is sold, or acquire from your colleague’s hand, one shall not exploit his
brother” (Leviticus 25:14). This is referring to an item acquired from hand to hand. Land is excluded, as it is not
movable.
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But for land, since land is something which lasts forever, it is the way of people to forgive any overcharging
which [happened], similar to what [the Rabbis] said (Bava Kama 14b) by way of exaggeration, that land is worth
any amount of money.

7. Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 227:29
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The following items are not subject to [the laws of] overcharging: slaves, documents, land and consecrated
property — even if one sold something worth 1000 dinar for one, or something worth one dinar for 100, there is
no overcharging. Rema: And some say that it’s only up to half the price, but more than half [the price], for
example, if one sold one for more than twice [the price], it is overcharging.
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9. Rashi to Bereishit 27:27 (Alhatorah translation)
(:0"3 1N °922) MY WT 79 ,2°MIDN TTW AN L2 177712 I — 1972 WK AT 10D
AS THE ODOUR OF A FIELD WHICH THE ETERNAL HATH BLESSED - to which G-d has given a pleasant
perfume: it refers to a field of apple-trees. So have our Rabbis, of blessed memory, explained it (Taanit 29b).

10. Talmud Bavli Shabbat 88a (Davidson Edition translation)
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Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina, said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “As an apple tree among

the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. Under its shadow | delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet

to my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)? Why were the Jewish people likened to an apple tree? It is to tell you that just

as this apple tree, its fruit grows before its leaves, so too, the Jewish people accorded precedence to “We will do”

over “We will hear.”
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12. Rabbi Shlomo Horwitz, Did Yaakov Steal the Berachos?, https://outorah.org/p/22316
Rav Weinberg therefore concluded that Yaakov was playing a charade, and Yitzchak was fully 'in on it'. In
keeping with Rivka's instruction, Yaakov was demonstrating to his father that yes, he had what it took to go head-
to-head with Lavan. By disguising only his arms and not his voice, he was telling his father, "I could easily have
fooled you had I tried. | do have a side of me that is cunning, and I can employ it at will".
Why didn't Yitzchak try to verify his identity? Because Yitzchak caught on right away and realized it was Yaakov.
He was astonished by this side of Yaakov that he didn't know existed, and made up his mind that Yaakov was,
indeed, the most worthy recipient of the Berachos. He now understood that he had been wrong all along, and this
realization contributed to his great trembling when the real Esav came in later.
With this approach we can understand that cryptic statement of Chazal raised in Question 3 - what does the pause
mean in Yaakov's statement? The answer is Yaakov said it with the pause, to show his father how easily he could
have fooled him. What he meant was, "It would have been easy not to pause had | wished to fool you."

13. Likutei Tzvi Al Hatorah, Page 18
577 NARA R NIRKTD ARDIT 772 119727 2P0 WOAT TnR 92pnmY R 127,97 210807 207 Awn 027 P'IaT Pwn SnR
ORI DR DRI NINTA AR NV ININD WYY 7177 N2722 PR 03 7"2pan 700 50 1T 09N, 9100 2w 92 119727 IR 2pw
MNT P ORI AR L100W 00w KIT P72 RO LYW WY IR NAT NV T RIW VI3 0TI T2 PR 1OV 02K 1 RD
A"TPIR LI0N2 OW 7IRA? 70727 1AM


https://outorah.org/p/22316

