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14:6-16 Yehonatan’s Gambit Fasnzee®
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| think Yonatan told his youth this twice. First he just said, “Let’s go and cross to the Plishti governor,” and the youth did

not respond, perhaps out of fear of doing. Therefore he repeated it, saying it and repeating and increasing his words...
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2. Rashi to Shemuel | 14:10
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If they will say thus, “Ascend to us” - the fear of Gd would be in their hearts, fearing to budge from their place.
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This, and things like it, are messages a person hears and his heart strengthens, for they are a sign and symbol of the

deed...
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The test was that if they would speak the message and words themselves which Yonatan said, this would only be from

Divine supervision, placing the message in their mouths, the spirit of Gd sparking in them to tell them what to do. This

was a level of Divine inspiration, and so he chose this.
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This is great might, for they were close to each other and could help each other.

6. Malbim to Shemuel | 14:13
JTTIM ROR 22007 797 RYY L7075 010 DR 09919%) °1191 173877 WA TRV aW 02,7777 O¥ N2YY YO0 JW NR 220 XYW w0 I 700
¥ IR K? 7T T2 N2 237 700 QPRAW TV ,NIDAY NN QWY TIMRT 12 2377 OWIR P2 VIR AT YO0 W DY 7Y 00T PaR
.ONBA 17 NI oYW DIpRAT 2N
This was from Divine supervision, that he did not circumnavigate the boulder to use the road, where the governor’s men
stood ready, close together across the road, and fear and terror would not have resulted. But Yehonatan ascended the
boulder and reached the middle, between the governor’s men and the camp, and there he began to strike, so that where
the governor stood, beside the road, they did not see any enemy, and where Yonatan ascended they were spread out...

Why was Yehonatan's test acceptable?

7. Vayikra 19:26; Devarim 18:9-13

Do not eat blood; do not read omens or calculate propitious times.

For you are entering the land Hashem your Gd is giving you; do not learn to practice the abhorrences of those nations.
There shall not be found among you one who passes his son or daughter through fire, or engages in sorcery, or calculates
times or uses omens or magic. Or one who practices charms or inquires of ov or yidoni, or seeks the dead. For all who
perform these deeds are abhorrent to Gd, and because of these abhorrences Hashem is eliminating them from before
you. You shall be complete with Hashem your Gd.

8. Talmud, Chullin 95b
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Rav was going to his son-inlaw Rav Chanan, and he saw a ferry coming to him. He said, “The ferry is coming to me,
it's a good day.” He came to the gate and peeked through a crack in the door, seeing meat suspended. He knocked
on the gate, and all of them came out to greet him. The chef came, too, but Rav did not take his eyes from [the meat].
He told them, “You would have fed prohibited food to my daughter’s children!” Rav did not eat the meat. Why? If
because it was unwatched, it wasn’t unwatched! If it was because he was guilty of nichush, didn’t Rav say, “Any
nachash which is not like that of Eliezer, Avraham’s servant, and Yonatan son of Shaul, is not nachash!” Rather...
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This is not the prohibited nachash; if it were prohibited, Gd would not have helped him on that journey...

10. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:37, Friedlander edition

When you read the books which | mentioned to you. you will find that witchcraft, which will be described to you, is part
of the customs of the Sabeans, Kasdim, Chaldeans, and to a higher degree of the Egyptians and Canaanites. They
caused others fo believe, or they themselves believed, that by means of these arts they would perform wonderful things
in reference to an individual person, or to the inhabitants of a whole country, although no analogy and no reasoning
can discover any relation between these performances of the witches and the promised result... It is the object and
centre of the whole Law to abolish idolatry and utterly uproot it, and to overthrow the opinion that any of the stars could
interfere for good or evil in human matters, because it leads to the worship of stars.

11.Ramban, Commentary to Devarim 18:9

The blessed Creator, when He created everything from nothing, made the upper realms direct the lower realms which
are beneath them. And He placed power over the land and all that is in it in the stars and constellations, according to
their direction and gaze upon them, as has been tested by astrology.

12.Ramban, Commentary to Sefer haMitzvot, Added Commandment 8

The eighth mitzvah: We are commanded that our hearts should be complete with Gd, as it says, “You shall be complete
with Hashem your Gd.” This command means that we should designate our hearts for Gd alone, and believe that He
alone creates all, and He is the one who truly knows the entire future, and from Him alone should we seek the future...
and we should not seek it from those who gaze at the heavens and others, or we should not trust that their words will
come true. But if we hear something from them, we should say, “All is in the hands of Heaven,” for He changes the
arrangement of the stars and constellations at will... And Avraham received this command when [Gd] came to make a
covenant with him and give him children, saying, “Walk before Me and be complete.”

13.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idolatry 11:16

All of these are words of falsehood and deception, which the early idolaters used to trick the nations to follow them,
and Israel, who are wise and educated, should not follow these matters of emptiness or put the thought into their hearts
that these are beneficial. As it says, “For there is no omen-reading in Jacob, and no sorcery in Israel.”... Anyone who
believes in these and similar matters, thinking in his heart that they are true and wise, and the Torah prohibited them, is
only from among the fools and those who lack knowledge...
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If one wishes to perform a deed, and he does one thing as a sign for that deed in order to strengthen his heart and
awaken his heart toward that action, this is permitted. Had Eliezer and Yehonatan been sinning in this, Gd would not
have answered them properly, helping their deeds... That [talmudic] statement by Rav means: Any nachash and sign
which one does not perform a sign for himself from the start, as Eliezer and Yehonatan did, is not a nachash and sign.
One should not rely on it or be concerned for it, if it should happen on its own.



15.Ran to Chullin 95b (and see Derashot haRan 12)
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The nachash prohibited by the Torah is when one makes his affairs hinge on a sign which should not, logically, cause
benefit or harm to his affairs. For example: If his bread falls from his mouth, or a deer crosses his path... But one who
takes signs for something where logic dictates that the sign would indicate benefit or harm in the matter, that is not
nachash, for all of the world’s affairs are thus. If one says, “If it rains, | won't go; if not, | will go,” this is not nachash,
but the way of the world!... Yonatan ben Shaul sought to strike the Plishti camp, him and his armour-bearer alone, and
he took this as a sign for himself. Should they say, “Ascend to us,” it would appear that they fear an ambush...

16. Rabbi Baruch halevi Epstein, Torah Temimah to Bereishit 24 #17
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Any nichush which one does not actually depend upon, to act on it, like Eliezer the servant of Avraham as is seen in the
portion, does not involve a prohibition against nichush... It appears clear in this matter that in truth, the only nichush
which is prohibited is when one links the nichush to the event itself, without mentioning Gd’s Name and without asking
Gd for aid in causing that event. Then it appears to involve magic...

14:17-24 Shaul’'s War
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He wanted to know the reason for this, to know who had gone and caused the tumult there. And he saw that no one

other than Yonatan and his armour-bearer were gone, and it would be unlikely that these could cause such great

confusion.
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19.Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 6:1
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20. Divrei haYamim 1 10:11-14
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21. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah Emor 26:7
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