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1. R’ Ahron Soloveichik (20t c. USA), Civil Rights and the Dignity of Man, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind
From the standpoint of the Torah, there can be no distinction between one human being and another on the basis of
race or color. Any discrimination shown to a human being on account of the color of his or her skin constitutes loathsome

barbarity.
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2. Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky (20th century Canada, USA), Emet I'Yaakov to Genesis 9:25
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Some of our enemies among the nations of the world claim that the nation of Israel is a racist nation, for the Torah says
that Canaan is cursed and will be a slave of slaves to his brethren. The Torah lowered the race of Canaan to the stature
of slaves. But the truth is certainly not so, for it is clear that the Torah’s view is against racism, as | have already proved
earlier from the language of Sanhedrin 37a, “Why was humanity created as an individual2 Lest one say to another,
‘My ancestor was greater than your ancestor.”” We see that Gd specifically altered the human species from other
species, creating only a single male, so that people would not come to this ugly trait! But because of this [apparent
racism], we must explain Noach’s action, in degrading Canaan o the level of a slave and lowering him from the status
of the rest of humanity. This seems to be an act of pure racism! But in truth, this has no relationship with racism, for
racism means that one race elevates itself over another race because of its origin and lineage, as though it were formed
of higher and better “material” and the like. But here, the reason Noach distinguished them was because of the corrupt
traits of Cham, and his son Canaan, traits which he taught to his descendants after him, as our Sages said (Pesachim
113b), “Canaan instructed his children five items, efc.”...

3. Bereishit 24:3-4
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And | demand you swear by Hashem, Gd of the Heavens and Gd of the land, that you will not take a wife for my son

from the Canaanite daughters among whom | live. For to my land and to my birthplace you shall go, and you shall take

a wife for my son, for Yitzchak.

Racism in Judaism

4. Rabbi Chaim ibn Attar (18th century North Africa, ltaly, Israel), Or haChaim to Exodus 19:21
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It appears that Gd did this [presenting the judicial hierarchy of courts as the idea of Yitro] to show the Children of Israel

in that generation and every generation that the nations include giants of understanding and insight. Learn from Yitro's

insightful counsel... For Israel was not selected due to greater insight and sense than other nations... but due to Divine

kindness and love for their ancestors.

5. R’ Ahron Soloveichik (20t c. USA), Civil Rights and the Dignity of Man, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind

It must be conceded that the Torah recognizes a distinction between a Jew and a non-Jew. This distinction, however, is
not based upon race, origin, or color, but rather upon k‘dushah, the holiness endowed by having been given and having
accepted the Torah. Furthermore, the distinction between Jew and non-Jew does not involve any concept of inferiority
but is based primarily upon the unique and special burdens that are incumbent upon the Jews.



6. Prof. Geraldine Heng, Did Race and Racism Exist in the Middle Ages?
https://notevenpast.org/did-race-and-racism-exist-inthe-middle-ages/

“Race” is one of the primary names we have for our repeating tendency to demarcate human beings through selected
differences that are identified as absolute and fundamental, so as to distribute power differentially to human groups. In
race-making, strategic essentialisms are posited and assigned through a variety of practices. Race is a structural
relationship for the management of human differences.

7. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra (11t century Spain) to Bereishit 9:18
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“And Cham is the father of Canaan” teaches that both were bad, and as the ancestors do, so the children will do.

8. Talmud, Kiddushin 72a

22172 AMIA TR PRI T W PRI T TRAN0M 21T PR PYIRWY 001D 2R A0 27 21N 11TY AT RIIN MR K1 1IN
“And a second beast, like a bear. (Daniel 7:5)” Rav Yosef taught: These are the Persians, who eat and drink like a
bear, who are fleshy like a bear, who are hairy like a bear, and who are restless like a bear.

9. Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik, Civil Rights and the Dignity of Man, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind

The Torah says in Genesis, “In the image of Gd He created Man” (1:27). This metaphysical idea leads to the halachic
principle of kvod habriyos, the dignity of Man....

The concept of “dignity of Man” is not only a metaphysical concept but it also has a legal counterpart, whose scope is
broad enough to include all human beings since all were created in the image of Gd. This idea is contained in the
saying of ben Azai, “Despise not any man” (Avos 4:3). The expression “any man” implies, as the commentaries say,
that even pagans must be treated with respect, and it is a sin to despise them....

10. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20th century USA), Published Letter

And | was very pained to hear that there are such people in Israel who refrain from drawing near [the Ethiopians] in
spiritual matters, causing them — Gd forbid - to be lost from Judaism. It appears to me that they do this only because
their skin is black. It is obvious that one must draw them close, not only because they are no worse than other Jews and
there is no legal distinction due to their blackness...

11.Rabbi J. David Bleich (20t-21st century USA), Black Jews: A Halakhic Perspective, Tradition 15 (1972)
Judaism is color blind; skin pigmentation is unknown as a halakhic concept. The problem of determining the status of
the various communities of Black Jews is totally unrelated to color. The sole issue is that of Jewish identity.

What about Avraham and Canaan?
12. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 59:8
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“Do not take” — he warned him not o go to the daughters of Aner, Eshkol and Mamre.

1: A Curse
13. Radak to Bereishit 24:3
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From the Canaanite daughters — For the seed of Canaan is cursed, and his seed is blessed. The blessed seed should not
mix with the cursed.

14.Rabbi Yehudah halevi, Kuzari 1:46-47
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https://notevenpast.org/did-race-and-racism-exist-in-the-middle-ages/

Replied the chaver. [We count] 4,500 [years]. The specific calculation is clear from the days of Adam and Seth and
Enosh to Noach, to Shem and Ever, to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov, to Moshe. These men were joined together in
the heart of Man and his treasure. Each of them had children who were like shells, not resembling their fathers and not
joined with them in the Divine aspect. This count of years is established for these who had that Divine element. They
were few rather than many, until Yaakov produced twelve tribes, all of whom were suited for the Divine element, and
then the Divine element was found in a great nation...

2: A Divine Command

15. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 57:3
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“And after these devarim” — After the thoughts that were there. Who thought? Avraham thought. He said, “Had he died

on Har haMoriyah, wouldn't he have died without children2 What can | do now? | will marry to him from the daughters

of Aner, Eshkol and Mamre, who are righteous women. What do | care for lineage?” Gd said to him: You don’t need

to do this, Yitzchak’s match has already been born.” “Behold, Milkah has also given birth.”...

3: Current Misbehaviour

16. Rabbeinu Bechaye to Bereishit 24:3
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Because the woman who is predisposed for punishment will lead the man to her side, as did the mother of all who live.

And as is known from Solomon, with the foreign women he married — Amonites, Moabites, Tzidonites, Hittites... And

therefore the practice has been established in Israel, to read this portion for a groom on his wedding day, reminding

the people to be careful in marriage...

17.Rabbi Ephraim Luntschitz, Kli Yakar to Bereishit 24:3
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He said: It is obvious that if my son will marry a woman from the Canaanite daughters, since “I live in their midst,”
presumably my son will also live beside them, and there is concern lest he learn from their deeds. If he marries from the
daughters of Lavan and Betuel and lives beside them, then there will also be concern lest he learn from their deeds. But
when he marries from there and lives here, then there is no concern... just the opposite, [Canaan] will hate him for not
wishing to live among them...

4: Creating a Stable Home
18. Rabbeinu Bechaye to Bereishit 24:3
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This portion also includes a warning to men to marry women from their family and to stick to their relatives, as Avraham
did... And Amram... For when creatures mate, each one with their kind, peace endures and increases in the world.
And if he might marry a woman of lower status, he might become arrogant toward her, earning shame. And if he might
marry above his status, she might be arrogant toward him, and they would spend their lives in quarrels and fights. Our
Sages (Pesachim 49aq) already compared families which stick with each other, when all are of the same status: This may
be compared to grapes of a vine with grapes of a vine, a pleasant and well-received thing...




5: Perpetuating a Nation
19.Rabbeinu Nisim, Derashot haRan 5
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Clearly, just as the fluids affect traits, so traits affect the fluids. Just as one whose heart’s blood boils hot must be
predisposed for anger, so one who is perpetually angry must have his heart’s balance heat up, and his nature incline
toward anger. And so with all spiritual traits. If so, then one who is accustomed to these traits inclines his [biological]
balance and nature to be predisposed to them. And most of the time, the nature of children follows closely the nature of
parents. Therefore, the bad traits of Canaanites must continue in their descendants. Lavan was an idolater, but this
would not require that the nature of his descendants be drawn after him, at all.

6: Transmitting a Bequest

20. Don Isaac Abarbanel to Bereishit 24:3
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Also, Gd promised to give the land to his descendants, Semites, and to remove the wicked Canaanites therefrom. If

Yitzchak would marry a Canaanite woman, the Canaanites would inherit the land. Therefore, he prohibited them to

him.

21.Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor to Bereishit 24:3
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Other visitors marry locals in order to inherit land there via marriage, as Esav did. He inherited Mount Seir via

Oholibamah. But | don't need to do this, for Gd has given me the land.

Review Questions
e How does Rabbi Yaakov Kamenetsky explain the curse of Canaan without a racist component?
e What are the two kinds of “racism”, and does the Torah support either of them@ Where do we see this?
e If the Torah rejects assumption of negative biological traits for a race, why wouldn’t Avraham allow Yitzchak
to marry a righteous Canaanite?



