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Yeshayah 23 — The Fall of Tyre

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Timing and Transgression
1. Rashi to Yeshayah 23:1
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From the land of Kitim — The Romans

2. Radak to Yeshayah 23:1
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We see that Nevuchadnezzar destroyed her, as is explained in Yechezkel. The Kitim are Greek, so how could it say,

“She is exiled from the land of the Kitim”2 My father explained that Kitim were merchants, who traveled to Babylon and

told them to come to Tyre, that they could conquer it, and they would help them and come to them via the sea.

3. Abarbanel, Introduction to Chapter 23
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That which the commentators wrote, that the destruction mentioned by Yeshayah in this prophecy is the same as that
mentioned by Yechezkel, is a clear error in my eyes. Yeshayah did not mention that Nevuchadnezzar would come upon
[Tyre], as Yechezkel did... Because of all of these [reasons], | have said that the two prophets did not have the same
signon in this matter. Their prophecies were different, even though both of them prophesied regarding Tyre. But
Yeshayahu mentioned that Tyre would be brought low, for raiders would attack her via Sancherev... And | have no
doubt that this was in the time of Chizkiyahu... And because, when Jerusalem was first destroyed, Tyre rejoiced at the
destruction of Judea, and did not remember the covenant of brothers or the love of neighbours, therefore destruction
and complete collapse were decreed for Tyre and Tzidon for that sin. And regarding that second, great, complete
downfall, which came to them via King Nevuchadnezzar, Yechezkel prophesied...

4. Radak to Amos 1:9
10773007 DY R 79797 °"'KD 22 710110 I %D 71w N°2 MYAa 37 o)
This was also in the exile of the Second Temple, for Tyre was close to Israel. Therefore it said, “For handing them over.”

5. Abarbanel, Introduction to Chapter 23
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Both of them were near Israel, to the point that they kidnapped youths from there and sold them to the Greeks, distancing
them from their borders, or they took them captive in exile.

6. Abarbanel, Introduction to Chapter 23
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Because this prophecy related to the times of Chizkiyahu, therefore it came in this place, after the story of Shevna and

Elyakim, and then came the prophecy of 24:1 and the rest of the ensuing prophecies.

7. Rabbi Moti Goldreich, dxaws sy by 79m
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We'll use the title nagid and say that Tyre is not a rejected part of the Israelite nation, but a portion of the nations drawn
close... It is a form of fulfillment of Yeshayah’s prophecy (2:3), “And many nations will go and say, ‘Let us ascend to
the mountain of Gd'”... These are the nations who build the Beit haMikdash, who value Solomon not for his wealth or
strength but for his great wisdom, and they rejoice greatly for this (Kings | 5:21). They recognize that “This great nation
is only a wise and understanding nation.” This holds a greatly elevated potential, not only to unify the powers of Yisrael
and Yehudah as one in building the Beit haMikdash, but even to bring in the nations as partnersl... This is the height of
all humanity, and this was the expectation for Tyre and for their King Hiram.

Overview
8. 23:1-14  The envelope
o 23:1 — Wail, Tarshish!
o 23:2-6 —The fall of the seafaring economy
» 23:7-9 - This is Divine punishment
o 23:10-13 - The extent of the devastation
e 23:14 — Wail, Tarshish!

9. Talmud, Succah 52b
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Gd regrets creating these four: Exile, Chaldeans, Ishmaelites and the evil nature....

10.Radak to Yeshayah 23:13
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Babylon, Nineveh and the rest of the land which is the Land of the Chaldeans today, this nation was not there originally,
for Assyria established it for the tziyyim... And Chaldeans were descendants of Kesed son of Nachor, and they
conquered that land, and today it is called “Land of the Chaldeans”. Assyria originally established it, which is why it is
included in “Assyria”... But today it belongs to Babylon and the Chaldeans, for they conquered it and they established
the towers it has today, and they destroyed the palaces she had originally and made her a ruin... And he said that
Assyria established this land in which the dwellers of tents in the ruined land had lived beforehand. And he recited this
verse regarding Tyre, as if to say: Don’t be shocked if Tyre is ruined, for the Chaldean forces which have come to
destroy their land also formerly belonged to another, and then they took it from its first [residents], and yet others will
take it from them, for that is the way of the world, this one ascends and this one descends — showing that Gd is Master
of the world...

11. Malbim to Yeshayah 23:17
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In the days of Cyrus, Tyre raised their head and was a merchant among the nations...

12.Talmud, Sanhedrin 99a
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Rabbi Eliezer said: The days of the Messiah will be forty years... Rabbi Elazar ben Azaryah said seventy years, as in
Yeshayah 23:15. Who is “the special king2” This is Mashiach.



13. Talmud, Pesachim 50a
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What is Canaani [whose daughter Yehudah married]2 If it is an actual Canaanite — can it be that Avraham would have

warned Yitzchak, and Yitzchak would have warned Yaakov, and then Yehudah would have wedded one2! Rather,

Reish Lakish said: The daughter of a merchant, as in Hosheia 12:8, or Yeshayah 23:8.

14. Prof. Amos Chacham, Daat Mikra to Yeshayah |, pg. 244 footnote 10
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Logically, at the start Canaani referred to the Tzidonim, who traced to Canaan son of Cham son of Noach. And because
they were traders, Canaani became a term for a merchant.

Theme: The downfall of the seafaring economy
15. Rashi to Yeshayah 23:2
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16. Malbim to Yeshayah 23:2-4
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17. Faith in commercial success Yoel 4:4-8, Yechezkel 26:2, Yechezkel 28:5

18. Rashi to Yeshayah 23:15
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19.lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 23:16
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20. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 23:18
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21.1bn Ezra to Yeshayah 23:18
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22.Rashi to Yeshayah 23:18
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Questions for Review

e When was Tyre our ally?2 When were they our enemies?

e Amos 1:9-10, Yoel 4:4-8 and Yechezkel (26-28) also spoke of Tyre's downfall. How do their descriptions of
Tyre's sin influence commentators here?

e When is the foreseen downfall of Tyre supposed to take place, according to most commentators and according
to Abarbanel?

e What is the point of the envelope structure in 23:1-142

e The theme is the downfall of those who had been financially successful. But when and how will their product
return, and be turned to the service of Gd2



