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Shoftim 5-6: Sisera’s Mother; Gidon 2 "%
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5:28-31 Jews vs. Canaan
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The tent of Yael, with its simple tools and objects — a stake and hammer, water and milk - is the opposite of Sisera’s
house in Charoshet haGoyim, through the eshnav window of which the lady of the house gazes, surrounded by her
matrons, their hearts given to frippery and made-up maids. It would be appropriate to note here that the eshnav seems
to be a layer of decorative stone in a window, and it is one of the identifying signs of royal palaces and nobles, as
seen in archaeological finds in the palace of Ramat Rachel in South Jerusalem. ..

2. Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer halkkarim 4:43
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She saw that her son Sisera was struck on his head by a woman, and the wise women saw blood in Sisera’s camp,

and that the war was complete and the blood of the warriors had been spilled, and especially Sisera’s [blood] by two

women, Devorah and Yael. Even with all of this, they did not know how to draw accurate conclusions from this, but

they reversed the conclusion to fit their desire...

3. Ralbag to Shoftim Perek 4-5, Lesson 8
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The eighth lesson is to publicize the disgrace of those nations, and their wanton immorality. Thus the mother of Sisera,

in speaking of Sisera’s success, began with...

4. Midrash, Sifra Acharei Mot 8:12b:4
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How do we know that no nation made their ways more foevah than the Canaanites? Thus it says, “And like the deeds
of the Land of Canaan you shall not do”...

5. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 33b
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Bamidbar 29:1 says, “It will be a day of fervah for you,” which is translated, “It will be a day of yevavah for you.”

Regarding the mother of Sisera it says, “Through the window, the mother of Sisera gazed and vatiyavev.” One

thought this referred to groaning; the other thought it referred to wailing.

Introduction

6. Structure of Chapters 6-8

o 6:16 Oppression by Midian

o 6:7-10 Divine rebuke

o 6:1124 Gidon's First Encounter

o 6:2532 Gidon's First Mission

e 6:33-40 Gidon’s Second Encounter
o 7:18 Gidon’s Second Mission

o 7914 Gidon's Third Encounter

o 7:1525 Gidon's Third Mission

e 8:1-3 Decline 1: Ephraim

o 8:421 Decline 2: Succot, Penuel and Zevach/Tzalmuna
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o 8:2228 Decline 3: Idolatry
e 8:2935 The end: Return to Midian

7. Bereishit 25:1-6; Bereishit 37:28; Shemot 2:15; Bamidbar 22:4; Bamidbar 25:6
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8. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 25a-b
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And Shemuel | 12:6 says, “And Shemuel told the nation: G-d, who established Moshe and Aharon”, and Shemuel |
12:11 says, “And G-d sent Yerubaal [Gidon], Bedan [Shimshon] and Yiftach and Shemuel”... The text weighed the
three global lightweights with the three global heavyweights in order to teach you that Yerubaal in his generation is
like Moshe in his generation, Bedan in his generation is like Aharon in his generation, Yiftach in his generation is like
Shemuel in his generation. This teaches you that even the lightest of the light, if appointed as a communal leader, is
like the mightiest of the mighty...

9. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 2:46
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It appears to me that Gidon’s affair with the wool and the rest were actually in a vision. Also, | would not call it a

complete prophetic vision, for Gidon did not achieve the level of prophets, and certainly not the level of miracles. His

role was to grasp as did the Judges of Israel, and he has already been listed as one of the global lightweights, as we

have explained. In truth, all was a dream, like the dreams of Lavan and Avimelech...

6:1-6 Oppression under Midian

10. Rashi to Shoftim 6:1
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Until now it said “And they continued”, piling sin upon sin, but with this song [of Devorah] all they had performed was
forgiven for them. Now they began to sin [anew]. So is taught in Midrash Tehillim.

6:7-10 A message of rebuke
11. Malbim to Shoftim 6:7
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They did not cry out for their sins, but only complained of their suffering. They did not recognize that the punishment
came due fo sin, and so He sent a prophet to rebuke them.

12. Ralbag to Shoftim 6:8
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The questioner might ask: Since this prophet was alive, how is it that he did not rebuke Israel all his life, and why did
they need Devorah’s prophecy? It would appear, to resolve this doubt, that he prophesied only at distant intervals,
and he lacked the strength to lead the nation. And therefore you will also find here that he needed to appoint Gidon
over the war with Midian.
And it is possible that just as Eliyahu was sometimes seen and sometimes hidden, when the spirit of Gd bore him to
faraway places, so it was with Pinchas.
And for this reason, he did not serve as kohen gadol his entire life, but his sons, grandsons and great-grandsons did
so for many generations, even as he still lived, as seen in Divrei haYamim | 9:20 that he was alive in the days of
David. It says, “And Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon haKohen led them in the past, and HaShem was with him.” And
there is none other among Aharon’s descendants whose name is “Pinchas ben Elazar ben Aharon,” as is clear in that
book of their generations.

13. Abarbanel to Shoftim 6:8
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Within the simple explanation, it appears that this prophet was someone who prophesied due to the need of the
moment, and therefore his name was not mentioned.

6:11-24 Gidon's First Encounter

14.Radak to Shoftim 6:11
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It doesn’t mean “sitting”, as malachim do not appear while seated, but only while standing, like “And the malach of

Gd stood (Zecharyah 3:5)” “And a man stood opposite him (Yehoshua 5:13).” Rather, it means he waited there,

beneath the eilah, for Gidon to turn to him.

15. Ralbag to Shoftim 6:11
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This is the prophet mentioned above, for a prophet can be called a “malach of Gd”, as in “And Chaggai, malach of

Gd, said (Chaggai 1:13)". Therefore he appeared to Gidon when he was awake, and fully functioning...

16.Radak to Shoftim 6:11
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And in a midrash: He waited there until he found a merit for [Gidon], and then he appeared to him. They said: His

father Yoash was pounding the grain, and Gidon said to him, “Father, you are old, go into your home and | will

pound, for if the Midianites would come you would lack the strength to flee.” The malach said, “You have fulfilled the

mitzvah of honour, and you deserve to be the agent of My children’s redemption.”

17.Rashi to Shoftim 6:12
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“Gd is with you, mighty warrior” — He has given you such strength.

18. Radak to Shoftim 6:12
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He called [Gidon] this to inform him and encourage him that he would become strong and defeat Midian. And so he
said, “Go with this strength of yours.”



19. Mishnah Berachot 9:1 (54aq)
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And they enacted that one should ask after his friend with the Name, as in, “And Boaz arrived from Bethlehem, and

he said to the reapers, ‘Gd is with you,” and they said to him, ‘May Gd bless you.”” And it says, “Gd is with you,

mighty warrior.”

20. Rashi to Berachot 54a
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And we don't say that he is degrading the honour of Gd to honour people, producing Gd’s Name for this person.

21.Rashi to Shoftim 6:13
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It was Pesach. He said, “Last night my father recited Hallel to me, and | heard him say, ‘When Israel left Egypt,” and

now He has abandoned us! If our ancestors were righteous, let Him act for us in their merit. And if they were wicked,

them just as He performed His wonders for them for nothing, so let Him do for us. Where are His wonders2”

22.Rashi to Shoftim 6:14
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With the strength of this merit of yours, that you defended My children.

23.Radak to Shoftim 6:14
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He turned to [Gidon] and clothed him with strength, and said to him, “Go with this strength of yours,” meaning the
strength he had given [Gidon].

24.Radak to Shoftim 6:16
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He told him in Gd's Name, “For | will be with you.” Therefore Gidon said to him, “If you are truly a prophet of Gd,

and you have come on a mission from Him, then perform for me a sign that you are speaking to me in Gd’s Name.”

25.1bn Ezra to Bereishit 15:7
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Further, the purpose of a Divine oath is that it will be unconditional, for as a rule, prophecies are all conditional.
Avram did not sin by asking Gd to make a covenant with him.

26.Ralbag to Shoftim 6:21
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This is like the sign Eliyahu gave on Mount Carmel, and this prophet’'s deeds resemble the deeds of Eliyahu. This

supports the teaching that Pinchas is Eliyahu.

27 . Metzudat David to Shoftim 6:24
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Here Gd said to me, “Shalom”.



