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Shoftim 5-6: Devorah’s Poem; Gidon ; i ‘%
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5:13-23 The War
Ephraim Praised (5:14) Binyamin Praised (5:14) W-E Menasheh Praised? (5:14)
Zevulun Praised (5:14, 5:18)  Yissachar Praised (5:15) Reuven Criticized (5:15-16)
Gad Criticized? (5:17) East Menasheh Criticized? (5:17) Dan Criticized (5:17)
Asher Justified (5:17) Naftali Praised (5:18)

1. Radak to Shoftim 5:17
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But didn't it say that Machir came to war, and Machir was the father of Gilad, and the land of Gilad went to Machir’s
family, as in Bamidbar 32:40! One could explain that “Gilad resided on the other side of the Yarden” referred to the
family of Yair ben Menasheh, who also took a portion in Gilad... And one could also explain that “Gilad resided on
the other side of the Yarden” is a challenge. He said to Reuven, “Why did you sit at home and not come to battle?
Gilad did as you did, dwelling on the other side of the Yarden, and he trembled and came to help in Israel’s war;
why did you do as you did? ..."

2. Talmud, Pesachim 118b
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When the heavenly stars descended upon them, these iron weapons burned. They descended to bathe in Nachal
Kishon.

3. Radak to Shoftim 5:23
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The name of a city close to the battle; they did not assist, and so she cursed them. She did not curse the distant ones
who did not come.

5:24.27 Yael’s Deed

4. Rashi to Shoftim 5:24
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They birthed and raised children, and if not for Yael then this wicked one would have destroyed them. (Bereishit

Rabbah) Alternatively, Yael was also a dweller of tents, and so it mentioned her with the blessing of tents.

5. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:24
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Because the private women in the tent might be outraged at Yael’s action, Devorah instructed that they not curse her

and not degrade her, and not say that this was a cruel act. Rather, they should bless her...

6. Ralbag to Shoftim 5:24
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In truth, Yael should be blessed, for she helped them by killing Sisera, and she should be blessed more than the
women in the fent.

7. Talmud, Nazir 23b
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Rabbi Nachman bar Yitzchak said: An altruistic sin is greater than a selfish mitzvah. But didnt Rav Yehudah cite Rav
to say, “One should always involve himself in Torah and mitzvot, even selfishly, because as a result of acting selfishly
he will come to act altruistically?” Rather, it is equal to a selfish mitzvah, as seen in Shoftim 5:24. Who are the women
of the tent2 Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah.

Rabbi Yochanan said: The wicked one was with her seven times, as in 5:27...

8. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 23:10
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Three fled from sin, and Gd joined His Name with theirs: Yosef, Yael and Palti... How do we know regarding Yael? It
says, “Yael went out to greet Sisera... and she covered him in a semichah.” What is a semichah? The rabbis here
said: With a cloth. The Rabbis there said: With a tub. Reish Lakish said: We have reviewed Tanach, and found no &/
named semichah. What is semichah® Shemi koh [My Name is here], My Name testifies that this wicked one did not
touch her.

9. Rabbi Ari Shvat, Techumin 30 - http://www.zomet.org.il/2CategorylD=266&ArticlelD=639

5:28-31 Jews vs. Canaan

10. Professor Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra: Shoftim, pg. ma
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The tent of Yael, with its simple tools and objects — a stake and hammer, water and milk - is the opposite of Sisera’s

house in Charoshet haGoyim, through the eshnav window of which the lady of the house gazes, surrounded by her

matrons, their hearts given to frippery and made-up maids. It would be appropriate to note here that the eshnav seems

to be a layer of decorative stone in a window, and it is one of the identifying signs of royal palaces and nobles, as

seen in archaeological finds in the palace of Ramat Rachel in South Jerusalem. ..

11.Rabbi Yosef Albo, Sefer halkkarim 4:43
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She saw that her son Sisera was struck on his head by a woman, and the wise women saw blood in Sisera’s camp,

and that the war was complete and the blood of the warriors had been spilled, and especially Sisera’s [blood] by two

women, Devorah and Yael. Even with all of this, they did not know how to draw accurate conclusions from this, but

they reversed the conclusion to fit their desire...

12.Ralbag to Shoftim Perek 4-5, Lesson 8
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The eighth lesson is to publicize the disgrace of those nations, and their wanton immorality. Thus the mother of Siserq,

in speaking of Sisera’s success, began with...

13. Midrash, Sifra Acharei Mot 8:12b:4
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How do we know that no nation made their ways more foevah than the Canaanites? Thus it says, “And like the deeds
of the Land of Canaan you shall not do”...

14.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 33b
920 97 ."RID°0 AR 22°M 79w NOAT TYA" XI0°07 7OROKR2 29001 "R XY K22 ar" A "odh o avian ar' 2ond
L9997 9919 720 Y 133 SMa



Bamidbar 29:1 says, “It will be a day of fervah for you,” which is translated, “It will be a day of yevavah for you.”
Regarding the mother of Sisera it says, “Through the window, the mother of Sisera gazed and vatiyavev.” One
thought this referred to groaning; the other thought it referred to wailing.

Introduction
15. Structure of Chapters 6-8

o 6:16 Oppression by Midian

e 6:7-10 Divine rebuke

o 6:1124 Gidon's First Encounter

o 6:2532 Gidon'’s First Mission

e 6:33-40 Gidon’s Second Encounter
o 7:18 Gidon’s Second Mission

o 7914 Gidon's Third Encounter

o 7:1525 Gidon’s Third Mission

e 8:13 Decline 1: Ephraim

o 8:4-21 Decline 2: Succot, Penuel and Zevach/Tzalmuna
o 8:2228 Decline 3: Idolatry

e 8:29-35 The end: Return to Midian

16. Bereishit 25:1-6; Bereishit 37:28; Shemot 2:15; Bamidbar 22:4; Bamidbar 25:6
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17.Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 25a-b
NRY ND® XY 772 NRY 9937 DR 17 A9 R ,"(1:20 'R DRIAW) TIAR DRI WA DR AWY WK T O 9K DRI R0 1K)
172 772,072 AWNRD IMTR DY T2 R ,00W A awhwa 22w op awhw 2mnon Hpw LU "(R0:20 R ORIMW) DRI
L DYARIW PARD RIT T MK Y 01D 7NN PIPAY HP 17ORY 27,1772 FRIMAWI 1T ANDY 1T 1IARD
And Shemuel | 12:6 says, “And Shemuel told the nation: G-d, who established Moshe and Aharon”, and Shemuel |
12:11 says, “And G-d sent Yerubaal [Gidon], Bedan [Shimshon] and Yiftach and Shemuel”... The text weighed the
three global lightweights with the three global heavyweights in order to teach you that Yerubaal in his generation is
like Moshe in his generation, Bedan in his generation is like Aharon in his generation, Yiftach in his generation is like
Shemuel in his generation. This teaches you that even the lightest of the light, if appointed as a communal leader, is
like the mightiest of the mighty...

18.Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 2:46
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It appears to me that Gidon’s affair with the wool and the rest were actually in a vision. Also, | would not call it a

complete prophetic vision, for Gidon did not achieve the level of prophets, and certainly not the level of miracles. His

role was to grasp as did the Judges of Israel, and he has already been listed as one of the global lightweights, as we

have explained. In truth, all was a dream, like the dreams of Lavan and Avimelech...



