
The Rav’s radical reading of the world’s creation 

 

 
… 

 
 



1. Genesis 1–2 
1:11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-
bearing plants, fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. … 20God said, “Let 
the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and birds 
that fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” … 
24God said, “Let the earth bring forth every kind of living 
creature: cattle, creeping things, and wild beasts of every 
kind.” And it was so. … 2:7the LORD God formed man from 
the dust of the earth. He blew into his nostrils the breath of 
life, and man became a living being. 
 

 ב-א םיקרפ תישארב רפס .1 
 ץעֵ֣ ערַזֶ֔ עַירִ֣זְמַ בשֶׂעֵ֚ אשֶׁדֶּ֔ ץ֙רֶאָ֙הָ אשֵׁ֤דְתַּֽ םיהִֹ֗לאֱ רמֶאיֹּ֣ו1:11ַ
 ...׃ןכֵֽ־יהִיְוַֽ ץרֶ֑אָהָ־לעַ וֹב֖־וֹערְזַ ר֥שֶׁאֲ וֹנ֔ימִלְ י֙רִפְּ השֶׂעֹ֤ ירִ֞פְּ
יּחַ שׁפֶנֶ֣ ץרֶ֖שֶׁ םיִמַּ֔הַ וּצ֣רְשְׁיִ םיהִֹ֔לאֱ רמֶאיֹּ֣ו20ַ  ףפֵ֣וֹעיְ ף֙וֹעוְ הָ֑
 םיהִֹ֗לאֱ רמֶאיֹּ֣ו24ַ ... ׃םיִמָֽשָּׁהַ עַיקִ֥רְ ינֵ֖פְּ־לעַ ץרֶאָ֔הָ־לעַ
 ץרֶ֖אֶ־וֹתיְחַֽוְ שׂמֶרֶ֛וָ המָ֥הֵבְּ הּנָ֔ימִלְ ה֙יָּחַ שׁפֶנֶ֤ ץרֶאָ֜הָ אצֵ֨וֹתּ
 ר֙פָעָ םדָ֗אָהָֽ־תאֶ םיהִֹ֜לאֱ הוָ֨היְ ר֩צֶייִּו2:7ַ ... ׃ןכֵֽ־יהִיְוַֽ הּנָ֑ימִלְ
יּחַ תמַ֣שְׁנִ ויפָּ֖אַבְּ חפַּ֥יִּוַ המָ֔דָאֲהָ֣־ןמִ  שׁפֶנֶ֥לְ םדָ֖אָהָֽ י֥הִיְוַֽ םיִ֑
יּחַ  ׃הָֽ

2. Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik, The Emergence of Ethical Man, p. 12 
Man in the story of creation does not occupy a unique ontic position. He is, rather, a drop of the cosmos that fits into the 
schemata of naturalness and concreteness. … The viewpoint is very much akin to modern science. Christianity split the 
story of creation in two, and analysed the story of man without taking cognizance of that of animal and plant. That is why 
it arrived at half-truths and misinterpreted the Biblical anthropology. 
 
3. Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik, The Emergence of Ethical Man, p. 16 
Concerning his entire physiologico-biological functional system – breathing, assimilation of organic matter, circulation 
of blood, glandular secretion, and so on – man does not differ from the plant. 
 
4. Deuteronomy 20:19–20 
When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a 
long time in order to capture it, you must not destroy its 
trees, wielding the ax against them. You may eat of them, 
but you must not cut them down. Are trees of the field hu-
man to withdraw before you into the besieged city? Only 
trees that you know do not yield food may be destroyed; 
you may cut them down for constructing siegeworks 
against the city that is waging war on you, until it has been 
reduced. 
 

 כ-טי םיקוספ כ קרפ םירבד רפס .4 

ֹל הּשָׂ֗פְתָלְ הָילֶ֣עָ םחֵ֧לָּהִלְֽ םיבִּ֜רַ םימִ֨יָ ר֩יעִ־לאֶ רוּצ֣תָ־יכִּֽ ־אֽ
 וֹת֖אֹוְ לכֵ֔אתֹ וּנּמֶּ֣מִ יכִּ֚ ןזֶ֔רְגַּ ו֙ילָעָ חַדֹּ֤נְלִ הּ֙צָעֵ־תאֶ תיחִ֤שְׁתַ
ֹל  קרַ֞ ׃רוֹצֽמָּבַּ ךָינֶ֖פָּמִ אבֹ֥לָ הדֶ֔שָּׂהַ ץעֵ֣ ם֙דָאָהָֽ יכִּ֤ תרֹ֑כְתִ א֣
 תָּרָ֑כָוְ תיחִ֖שְׁתַ וֹת֥אֹ אוּה֔ ל֙כָאֲמַ ץעֵ֤־אֹל־יכִּֽ עדַ֗תֵּ־רשֶׁאֲ ץעֵ֣
 דעַ֥ המָ֖חָלְמִ ךָ֛מְּעִ השָׂ֧עֹ אוהִ֨־רשֶׁאֲ ר֙יעִהָ־לעַ רוֹצ֗מָ תָינִ֣בָוּ
 ׃הּתָּֽדְרִ
 

5. Genesis 1:29–30 
God said, “See, I give you every seed-bearing plant that is 
upon all the earth, and every tree that has seed-bearing 
fruit; they shall be yours for food. And to all the animals on 
land, to all the birds of the sky, and to everything that 
creeps on earth, in which there is the breath of life, [I give] 
all the green plants for food.” And it was so. 
 

 ל-טכ םיקוספ א קרפ תישארב רפס .5 

 ערַזֶ֗ עַרֵ֣זֹ ׀ בשֶׂעֵ֣־לכָּ־תאֶ םכֶ֜לָ יתִּתַ֨נָ ה֩נֵּהִ םיהִֹ֗לאֱ רמֶאיֹּ֣וַ
 ץעֵ֖־ירִפְ וֹבּ֥־רשֶׁאֲ ץעֵ֛הָ־לכָּ־תאֶוְ ץרֶאָ֔הָ־לכָ ינֵ֣פְּ־לעַ ר֙שֶׁאֲ
 ףוֹע֨־לכָלְוּ ץרֶאָהָ֠ תַ֣יּחַ־לכָלְוּֽ ׃הלָֽכְאָלְ הֶ֖יהְִֽי ם֥כֶלָ ערַזָ֑ עַרֵ֣זֹ
־תאֶ היָּ֔חַ שׁפֶנֶ֣ וֹ֙בּ־רשֶׁאֲ ץרֶאָ֗הָ־לעַ שׂמֵ֣וֹר ׀ לכֹ֣לְוּ םיִמַ֜שָּׁהַ
 ׃ןכֵֽ־יהִיְוַֽ הלָ֑כְאָלְ בשֶׂעֵ֖ קרֶֶ֥י־לכָּ



6. Leviticus 17:3–4 
if anyone of the house of Israel slaughters an ox or sheep or 
goat in the camp, or does so outside the camp, and does not 
bring it to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting to present it 
as an offering to the LORD, before the LORD’s Tabernacle, 
bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man: he has shed blood; 
that man shall be cut off from among his people. 
 

 ד-ג םיקוספ זי קרפ ארקיו רפס .6 

 זעֵ֖־וֹא בשֶׂכֶ֛־וֹא רוֹשׁ֥ טחַ֜שְׁיִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ תיבֵּ֣מִ שׁ֙יאִ שׁי֥אִ
 להֶאֹ֣ חתַפֶּ֜־לאֶוְ ׃הנֶֽחֲמַּלַֽ ץוּח֖מִ טחַ֔שְׁיִ רשֶׁ֣אֲ וֹא֚ הנֶ֑חֲמַּבַּֽ
ֹל ד֮עֵוֹמ  הוָ֑היְ ןכַּ֣שְׁמִ ינֵ֖פְלִ הוָ֔הילַֽ ן֙בָּרְקָ בירִ֤קְהַלְ וֹ֒איבִהֱ א֣
 ברֶקֶּ֥מִ אוּה֖הַ שׁי֥אִהָ תרַ֛כְנִוְ ךְפָ֔שָׁ םדָּ֣ א֙וּההַ שׁיאִ֤לָ בשֵׁ֞חָיֵ םדָּ֣
  ׃וֹמּֽעַ

7. Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik, The Emergence of Ethical Man, pp. 44–47 
That all organic existence is on one continuum is a postulate of Judaism. But the Torah does not apply uniform standards 
to all organic life. Human life is evaluated as the apex of the bio-pyramid – what was termed tzelem – and plant at its base. 
But the difference consists only in degree, not in kind. … Man may be the most developed form of life on the continuum 
of plant-animal-man, but the ontic essence remains identical. 
 
8. Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik, The Emergence of Ethical Man, p. 63 
Man should create new life; he should plant trees and engage in such creative work. The intimate close contact with the 
environment was recommended and approved by Judaism. The Jew whom God called upon was a worker, a farmer, a 
shepherd; men who lived in harmony and at peace with nature and saw God not in transcendent heavens, but descending 
from infinity into finitude. They had spoken to Him as to their fellow-men, in a friendly, neighborly fashion. To cultivate 
the ground means to worship: avodah. In it is expressed man’s loyalty to himself and to his destiny. 
 
9. Max Scheler, Man’s Place in Nature (trans. Hans Meyerhoff) p. 5 
If we ask an educated person in the Western world what he means by the word “man,” three irreconcilable ways of think-
ing are apt to come into conflict in his mind. The first is the Jewish-Christian tradition of Adam and Eve, including 
creation, paradise, and fall. The second is the Greek tradition in which, for the first time, man’s self-consciousness raised 
him to a unique place on the grounds that he is endowed with “reason.” … The third idea is that of modern science and 
genetic psychology, which also has a tradition of its own. According to this view, man is a very recent product of evolution 
on our planet, a creature distinguished from its antecedents in the animal world only by the degree of complexity of 
energies and capacities already present on a subhuman level. These three ideas are not compatible with each other. Thus 
we have a scientific, a philosophical, and a theological anthropology in complete separation from one another.  
   

 


