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Lech Lecha: Maaseh Avot Siman laBanim — Becoming Our Parents, or Our Children? i
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1. Alanna Rizza, We Asked Experts How Not fo Turn into Our Parents, Vice Magazine May ‘16
https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/mvxmw4 /we-asked-experts-how-not-to-turn-into-our-parents
Aside from saying, "I'm cutting you off financially to teach you the value of money," the greatest weapon in your parents'
tool kit is the fear-inducing "You're going to be just like me someday" line. Of course, this seems insane at first. Your
parents haven't listened to new music since they were 25, seem perpetually stressed, have no idea how to work a
Snapchat filter, and barely speak to each other.
But then the further you get into "adulthood," the more you notice that cliché prophecy coming true.
Moving away for university made me realize that | was a lot more like my parents than | wanted to be. | worried if my
roommates didn't come home from a night out, | freaked out about technology when | couldn't figure out how to setup
the wifi, and | was always nagging everyone when it was their turn to take out the garbage.
My parents are great people (I'm required to say this), but of course there are some (maybe many) things about them
that | don't want to inherit. Naturally, I've been trying to avoid turning into them. But all I've accomplished so far is not
worrying too much if my roommate was up at 4 AM throwing hashbrowns at people and stealing their cigarettes.
Now that I'm back home with my fam for the summer, and hopefully not much longer than that, I'm even more aware
of their habits that have been passed on to me. So | asked some experts if there were any strategies for people to avoid
turning into their parents.

Simple Meanings
2. Rabbi Avraham ibn Ezra to Bereishit 9:18
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“And Cham is Canaan’s father” — teaching that both are bad, and as parents do, so children do.

3. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 41:8
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“And Hashem said to Avram” — Rabbi Yehudah said: There was anger against our father Avraham when he separated
from his nephew Lot. Hashem said: He sticks to everyone, and to his brother Lot he doesn’t stick? Rabbi Nechemiah
said: Hashem was angry when Lot travelled with our father Avraham. Hashem said: | told him, “I have given this land
to your children,” and he sticks with his nephew Lot, to inherit from him? If so, let him go bring two foundlings from the
market and bequeath to them, as he wishes to do with his nephew...

4. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 43:3
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Gd said: Their father acted with me at midnight, so | will act for his descendants at midnight. When? In Egypt...

5. Talmud, Bava Metzia 86b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: Everything Avraham did for the malachim himself, HaShem did for his descendants

Himself. Everything Avraham did via proxy, HaShem did for his descendants via proxy...

6. Ramban to Bereishit 12:6
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https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/mvxmw4/we-asked-experts-how-not-to-turn-into-our-parents

| will give you a rule, and you will perceive it in all of the coming sections regarding Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. It
is a great matter, mentioned briefly by our masters, saying (Tanchuma 9), “All that happened to the ancestors, is a sign
for the descendants.” Therefore, the text goes on at length in telling of journeys and digging wells and other events, and
one might think that they are extra and without benefit, but all of them come to tell of the future, for when an event
happens to a prophet from among the three patriarchs, he will deduce from it that which is decreed upon his children.

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 40:6
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Approach 1: A Bond
8. Ezra 3:12
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And many of the kohanim and leviyim and elderly heads of clans who had seen the first house when it was established,
[when they saw] this house with their eyes, they cried loudly...

9. lbn Ezra to Chaggai 1:1
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And Yehotzadak, father of Yehoshua, was Kohen Gadol in the first Temple when it was burned, as is recorded; therefore,

his son inherited his position when Israel left the Babylonian exile. Therefore, his uncle Ezra did not serve as Kohen

Gadol in the days of Yehoshua, and in the days of his son and grandson, as recorded in the Book of Ezra.

10. Materials  Lebanese cedar, Tyrean craftsmen, Layers of wood and marble, 60 amot tall

11. Calendar  Succot dedication of the mizbeiach, lyar construction of the building, Ezra’s Nisan-Av itinerary

12.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Chagigah 3:6
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Converts who do not understand must prepare their hearts and listen with their ears, to listen in respect, awe, joy and
trembling like the day when the Torah was given at Sinai. Even the great sages, who know the entire Torah, must listen
with extra-great concentration. One who cannot hear must still concentrate on the reading, for the Torah only established
it in order to strengthen the true religion and awe of G-d, as though the commandment had just been given and as
though one were hearing it from G-d. The king is an emissary to make the words of G-d heard.



Approach 2: Implementing a Decree

13.Ramban to Bereishit 12:6

Know that all of the decrees of Heaven become irreversibly enduring once they cease being decrees and become active
and visible... And therefore Gd had Abraham begin to take control of Israel, and He made Abraham model all that
would happen with his descendants.

14. Maharal, Beer haGolah, Be’er 2

Now, know and understand this, for it is an amazing insight, to create for a heavenly decree an emulation and sign
below, so that the good will come to pass and the decree will be fulfilled for the good. Therefore, it is fitting to create a
sign and emulation, as we find the prophets did. This is the matter of emulating in eating (seeing) at the start of the year
items which have a good sign, so that the decree will emerge into reality, and the good decree will thereby be fulfilled.
This is not nichush; it is only preparation for the fulfillment of the decree for the good. This is what they meant with “Since
we say that signs are substantive,” for it is substantive in this regard, that via the sign the decree will emerge into positive

reality.

Approach 3: Building on the Shoulders of Giants
15.Journeys  Yitzchak, Rivkah, Yaakov, Leah/Rachel/Bilhah/Zilpah, Yosef, Dor haMidbar

16. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 43
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The early ones were tested by Gd, as it is written, 'And Gd tested Avraham,' and regarding the generation of the

wilderness, 'That | might test him, to see whether he will follow My Torah or not," and, 'To oppress you and to test you.'

But the later ones were tested by the nations, as in, 'These are the nations Gd left to test Israel.'

17. Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 22
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'On the third day' - If the path was short, why did it take three days2 When the yetzer hara saw that they didn't listen

to him, he became a great river before them. Avraham descended into the water to his knees, and told his servants,

'Come after me.' They descended after him...

18. Shemot 34:24
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19. Talmud, Pesachim 8b
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Rabbi Ami said: One who has land ascends for the holiday; one who has no land does not ascend for the holiday.



