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Shoftim 4-5: Women at War; Devorah’s Poem @ "%
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Women and War
1. Talmud, Yevamot 76b
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'Because they did not greet you with bread and water' — It is the manner of a man to greet [strangers], it is not the
manner of a woman to greet.

2. Mishnah Sotah 8:7
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In mitzvah wars everyone goes, even the groom from his room and the bride from her chuppah.

3. Rabbi David ibn Abi Zimra to Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 7:4
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One could suggest that he was saying that a groom leaves his chamber and a bride leaves her chuppah, since they

won't observe the days of the chuppah. Or, perhaps, in a mitzvah war the women provide water and food for their

husbands, as is the custom today among Arab women.

4. Rashi to Talmud, Ketuvot 51b
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“But don't they give the thieves arrows” — When they fight, the women prepare and provide arrows for them to fire.

5. Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Introduction to the count of mitzvot
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It is known that women do not... fight in optional wars.

6. Talmud, Nazir 59a, with Rashi
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov said: How do we know that a woman may not go out to war with weapons? It is written,
‘The implements of a man shall not be upon a woman.”’
Rashi: As far as Yael, wife of Chever haKeini, she did not kill Sisera with a weapon; rather, as it is said, "She sent her
hand to the peg."

The Poem
7. Radak to Shoftim 5:1
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Because Devorah was the essential actor; like “And Miriam and Aharon spoke”.

8. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:1
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It doesn’t mean that Devorah and Barak arranged this poem. Rather, it said that Devorah created and arranged this
poem, and Barak joined her to sing it...

9. Rashi to Shoftim 5:4
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Devorah declared this: It is hard to leave Torah, and good to stick to it. It was given with awe and might, and so Israel

was given to the idolaters when they left it. When they volunteered to immerse themselves in it, they were rescued.
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10. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:4-6
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Devorah said: Gd, when You left Seir to give the Torah, the land shook, the heavens dripped and the mountains
flowed before Gd, for the heavens and earth all trembled before Him. But in the days of Shamgar ben Anat and in the
days of Yael it was not thus, for the nations did not fear Gd and the glory of His might, and the land did not shake
from Him, to the point that people stopped travelling the roads, for they could not go there, due to fear of the enemy...

11. Rashi to Shoftim 5:6
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This teaches that Yael also judged Israel, in her day.

12. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:6
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She did not mention the other judges, for their victory was complete. Shamgar’s victory was incomplete. And she

mentioned Yael with him, to equate them in that their victories were incomplete, although they did accomplish

something.

5:9-12 Interlude
13. Talmud, Megilah 14b
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Regarding the wasp it says, “And she sent for Barak” — and she did not go to him.

14.Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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‘A sage who is arrogant loses his wisdom’ from Hillel... ‘A prophet [who is arrogant] loses his prophecy’ from

Devorah, as seen in 5:7 and then 5:12.

15. Abarbanel to Shoftim 5:12
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In response to Devorah’s beginning, “Listen kings, lend an ear counselors, | am for Gd, | will sing,” Barak was silent,
and he did not sing. When he saw her veer into other matters which did not relate to the actual song, he said to her,
“Wake up, wake up, Devorah,” meaning, “See your words, wake up and sing the song, and do not deal with
extraneous matters.” To which she replied, “Arise, Barak, and take your captives,” meaning, “Why are you instructing
me on how to compose the song, which is suitable specifically for me2 You do your job, and take your captives”...

5:13-23 The War

Ephraim Praised (5:14) Binyamin Praised (5:14) W-E Menasheh Praised? (5:14)
Zevulun Praised (5:14, 5:18)  Yissachar Praised (5:15) Reuven Criticized (5:15-16)
Gad Criticized? (5:17) East Menasheh Criticized? (5:17) Dan Criticized (5:17)
Asher Justified (5:17) Naftali Praised (5:18)

16.Radak to Shoftim 5:17
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