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Parshat Noach: The Extent of Empathy 2 i
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1. Moms are from Mars, Noah’s Ark: Terror Never Looked So Cute

| don't care if you're Christian, Muslim, Buddhist, or worship the ways of the Jedi, I'm sure you've heard of Noah’s Ark.
It's the biblical story where Gd tells Noah there’s going to be a huge flood, then instructs him to build a huge ark so he
can save his family and two of each animal on earth. It's a pretty popular tale, and | have a huge problem with that.
Let me explain. Back in the day when | was birthin’ babies, the Noah's ark theme was a huge nursery room favorite. It
still is. A wealth of Noah's ark products are out there for purchase: crib bedding, lamps, pillows, pictures - all featuring
cute little animals walking two-by-two into the ark. As for books2 Holy smoke! There are dozens, all aimed at the younger
set. There are a bunch of toys, too. Even Fisher-Price makes an adorable play set complete with Noah, the ark
and animals.

So what's my problem2 THE FACT THAT NOAH'S ARK IS ONE OF THE MOST HORRIFIC STORIES IN THE BIBLE.
Gd condemns everyone. There's a huge flood. A fraction of life survives while everyone else DROWNS. This is the stuff
bed time stories are made of2 This is the story we push on our children?

2. For a more technical shiur on our midrash: https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.ctm/814252/

Splitting Noach’s Family
3. Bereishit 6:18
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And | will uphold My covenant with you, and you will come to the boat, you and your sons and your wife and your
sons' wives with you.

4. Bereishit 46:6-7
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And they came to Egypt, Yaakov and all of his children. His sons and grandsons with him, his daughters and his sons'
daughters and all of his seed, he brought with him to Egypt.

5. Bereishit 7:13
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On that very day, Noach and Shem and Cham and Yefet, the sons of Noach, and the wife of Noach, and the three
wives of his sons with them, came to the boat.

6. Bereishit 8:16
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Leave the boat - you, your wife, your sons and your sons' wives with you.

7. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 31:17
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"You and your sons"

e Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon and Rabbi Chanin in the name of Rav Shemuel bar Rabbi Yitzchak said: When
Noach entered the boat, procreation was prohibited for him. Thus it says, "And you shall come to the boat, you
and your sons" separately, "and your wife and your sons' wives" separately. When he left, Gd permitted this
for him, as Bereishit 8:16 says, "Leave the boat, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives."


https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecture.cfm/814252/

e Rabbi Avun said: Job 30:3 says, "In lacking and famine, alone [ga/mud]." If you see lacking come to the world,
and famine come to the world, "galmud", see your wife as though she was a widow [galmuda#], for in the
cities of the sea they call a niddah, "galmudah".

e Rabbi Huna said: Bereishit 41:50 says, "And to Yosef were born two sons, before the arrival of the year of
famine."

8. Bereishit 8:18
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And Noach departed, and his sons and his wife and the wives of his sons with him.

9. Midrash, Midrash Aggadah to Bereishit 8:18
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"And Noach departed" — And he did not accept to return to his wife and procreate, for fear that Gd might destroy His
world again.

10. Commentary of Tosafot to Taanit 11a
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One might ask: Yocheved was born within the walls of Egypt, and that was a time of famine — they must have mated

during years of famine! Perhaps it is not prohibited for all, but only for one who wishes to lead a pious life. Yosef did

not mate, but others did.

11.Rabbi Yoel Sirkis, Bach to Orach Chaim 240
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It would be a desecration to say that Levi transgressed! And even though he was before the Torah was given, still, if it

would be prohibited after the Torah was given then the “perfect bed” would not have acted other than according to the

Torah, as did the patriarchs! Rather: those who lacked children were certainly permitted, and Yosef acted with special

piety.

Why Split Up?
12. Midrash Tanchuma, Noach 11
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When the world is suffering and destroyed, one may not procreate, so as not to build while Gd is involved in destroying

the world.

13. Kohelet 9:4
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For to one who is joined to all who live, there is hope...

14.Rabbi Yerucham Levovitz, Daat Chochmah uMussar lIl 295
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The issue of bearing the yoke with others is so great, because this is the entire Torah, meaning the joining of souls to

feel each other’s feelings. All of Torah study, all of the learning and all of the deeds, the final goal is that all souls should

be joined, to feel each other’s feelings, to truly be one.

15. Talmud, Taanit 11a
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Anyone who starves himself in a time of famine will be saved from an unusual death... Reish Lakish said: One may not
have relations during a famine, as it says, “And to Yosef were born two sons, before the arrival of the year of famine.”
We have learned: Those who lack children may have relations during a famine. It was taught, “When Israel is in pain
and one of them separates [from the community], two ministering malachim who escort a person come and place their
hands on his head, saying, “This person, who separated from the community, shall not see the community’s consolation.”

16. Rashi to Taanit 11a
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For one must conduct himself in pain.

17.Yeshayah 15:5 (and see 16:9)
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My heart cries out for Moav, her refugees to Tzoar, a third-born calf...

18. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 20:1
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All of the prophets were merciful upon Israel and the idolaters, as Yirmiyahu 48 says, “My heart moans for Moav, like
wind instruments.” And so Yechezkel 27, “Son of man, raise wailing for Tyre.” This cruel one arose to uproot an entire
nation for nothing, for no reason! Therefore, the portion of Bilam was recorded, to inform of why Gd removed Divine
inspiration from the idolaters. He arose from among them — and see what he did.

19. Rabbi Zev Wolf Torbavitz, Ziv Mishneh to Rambam’s Hilchot Tefilah 12:15
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“Who selects good prophets” — this blessing is for the prophets themselves, including Moshe, source of prophets. We
bless Hashem for choosing them because they were good and merciful shepherds; Moshe and all of the prophets gave
themselves for Israel. For the nations, too, Yeshayah said, “My heart cries out for Moav,” as our sages said. We also
come to reject the false prophets who misled Israel and did not have mercy upon them; Gd did not choose them.

20.Bereishit 42:1, with Rashi
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“Why should you display yourselves before the families of Yishmael and Esav as though you were full2” For they still
had grain.

21.Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 240:12
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One may not engage in relations during a famine, other than those who lack children.

22.Rabbi Moshe Cordovero (16 century Israel), Tomer Devorah 1
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Man is suited to resemble his Creator, and then he achieves the secret of the higher form, tzelem and demut. If he were
to resemble physically, but not in his actions, he would be making the form into a lie. They would say of him, “This is a
pleasant form, but ugly deeds.” The essence of the higher fzelem and demutis in His actions, and of what good s it to
be like the higher form, the form of His “limbs”, and to not resemble his Creator in his actions?



But someone is always suffering, somewhere!
23.Talmud, Bava Metzia 33a
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav: The text says, "But there shall be no pauper among you" - Yours precedes that of all others.

24.Talmud, Bava Metzia 33a
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“When you see” — Even from afar? It also says, “When you encounter”. Does “When you encounter” limit the law to

an actual encounter? It also says, “When you see.” What is sight that is an encounter? The sages evaluated it as 7.5

mil, which is a ris.



