Shrinking the Change: Every Little Bit of Teshuva Helps 101
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1) Switch by Heath Brothers — Car Wash Study, story of Fly Lady cleaning and Snowball Debt
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*Thank you to Rav Yaakov Glasser, Rav Shalom Baum and Rav Dr. Jacob J. Schacter for their assistance in my preparations



11) Shem Mishmuel on Ki Tavo (explained by Rabbi Frand)

“If the Ribono shel Olam holds sins in abeyance for the “right time” (or the “wrong time”) then certainly
the Ribono shel Olam puts all the Teshuvas and thoughts about Teshuva that people have done for tens
of centuries in cold storage. This includes Teshuvas that were perhaps not complete and Teshuvas that
were perhaps done for the wrong reason and perhaps only preliminary thoughts contemplating
a Teshuva which never came to fruition. The Ribono shel Olam collects all of these and He waits. He
has this entire pile of these less than perfect thoughts and acts of repentance. The Shem m’Shmuel says
that with this concept, he understands how it could be that if a person was a rasha [wicked person] his
entire life and then on his deathbed, he has hirhurei teshuva [contemplative thoughts about repentance];
Hashem considers it as if he died as a baal teshuva [one who has repented].
What kind of Teshuva is this? There is no “acceptance upon oneself to improve in the future” [kabbalah
al ha’asid]. He is going to die within hours! The answer, says the Shem m’Shmuel, is that this person,
even though he has been a rasha his entire lifetime, had thoughts of Teshuva. During his lifetime, these
thoughts never came to fruition, but on his deathbed, when he was in fact sincere, the Ribono shel
Olam takes all these thoughts of Teshuva that even this person did over his entire lifetime and now He
considers it that he dies a Baal Teshuva.
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13) Story of Rav Kook and Ben Yehuda and the “perhaps” of teshuva
From An Angel Among Men: Impressions from the life of Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen
Kool zt’| written by Simcha Raz, translated by Moshe D. Lichtman (p.130-133)
1ANNN 112N DIZNA NN - 2:3290 1'"IR K" (14

'I51 DN 1902 IAN' |21 DINNE K ANDIT7 V1AW PI-NNN 122N Dipna ikl (ow) a "o 2a"n (15
N79N2 TN 7T Y17 IN Q07 DTX 12 7 0" anoiw T'7an Nin'nin XN n'%'Wia D .0nnai1on
N7 ONI DIN'NN DK Y70 7290w 07'Wa N79N XD 3"t n'2oni " i kin n"wyn D NN D Ir
N2T NAWNN2 779007 1'¥7N 11220 NITR' ' NYNN NNl KN W70 DX X D71 MR 'Yy
DIV DN 1902 DNN'INIX ['Y"0N 1NLVY XANI NNXA NAIWNN 1T Y'Y 7371 nnal

ANmInTORY 22778 73R YUY 17270 SINY NiN92n XIgT0I KO0 02 - B-7 07 nowRaa (16
73R 9971 TR TR 20 MY XD I0mInTOR) 1R

S0 1793 T TR A R TRTON IR NN

TAT: T ¢

H279Wnn ApR) PR IXY 729 NRED 1ng? °ton X7 oY) Nk 2un-or Rivg

N e £

PRI VUK P1TON TR OR2 AT anTIR I VIN 2708 1R N

_1 Y It = S1oAtT

29IR AN MW AT 89 MR 1R 920 R TRUOR T nNn

17) Simchas Beis Hashoeva
18) Sukkah not Complete?

19) Story of Mark Owen in “No Hero” — Your 3 Foot World
20) Story of Moishe the water carrier’s holiest seder

*Thank you to Rav Yaakov Glasser, Rav Shalom Baum and Rav Dr. Jacob J. Schacter for their assistance in my preparations



