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Dip the Apple in the Honey
Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Keritot 6a .1א. כריתות ו׳ א
אמר אביי השתא דאמרת סימנא 

מילתא היא יהא רגיל איניש למיכל 
ריש שתא קרא ורוביא כרתי סילקא 

ותמרי

Abaye said: Now that you have said 
that a sign is a substantial matter, a 
person should be accustomed to eat, at 
the start of the year, gourd, fenugreek, 
leeks, beets, and dates, as each of these 
grow and multiply quickly, which is a 
good omen for the deeds of the 
upcoming year.

Genesis 27:1-27 .2ב. בראשית כ״ז:א׳-כ״ז
יו  יןָ עֵינָ֖ ק וַתִּכְהֶ֥ י־זָקֵן֣ יִצְחָ֔ (א) וַיְהִי֙ כִּֽ

ל  ו ׀ בְּנ֣וֹ הַגָּדֹ֗ א אֶת־עֵשָׂ֣ ת וַיִּקְרָ֞ מֵרְאֹ֑
יו הִנֵּנִֽי׃ (ב)  אמֶר אֵלָ֖ י וַיֹּ֥ אמֶר אֵלָיו֙ בְּנִ֔ וַיֹּ֤
עְתִּי י֥וֹם  וַיֹּא֕מֶר הִנֵּה־נָ֖א זָקַנְ֑תִּי ֥�א יָדַ֖

י� תֶּלְיְ֖�  י׃ (ג) וְעַתָּה֙ שָׂא־נָ֣א כֵלֶ֔ מוֹתִֽ
י צידה  ה וְצ֥וּדָה לִּ֖ � וְצֵא֙ הַשָּׂדֶ֔ וְקַשְׁתֶּ֑

ר  ים כַּאֲשֶׁ֥ י מַטְעַמִּ֜ יִד׃] (ד) וַעֲשֵׂה־לִ֨ [צָֽ
לָה בַּעֲב֛וּר  י וְאֹכֵ֑ יאָה לִּ֖ בְתִּי וְהָבִ֥ אָהַ֛
רֶם אָמֽוּת.׃... (טו)  י בְּטֶ֥ תְּבָרֶכְ֥� נַפְשִׁ֖

ו בְּנָ֤הּ הַגָּדֹל֙  י עֵשָׂ֜ בְקָה אֶת־בִּגְדֵ֨ וַתִּקַּח֣ רִ֠
שׁ  יִת וַתַּלְבֵּ֥ הּ בַּבָּ֑ ר אִתָּ֖ ת אֲשֶׁ֥ הַחֲמֻדֹ֔

ת עֹרֹת֙  ן׃ (טז) וְאֵ֗ ב בְּנָהּ֥ הַקָּטָֽ ת־יַעֲקֹ֖ אֶֽ
ל  יו וְעַ֖ ישָׁה עַל־יָדָ֑ עִזִּ֔ים הִלְבִּ֖ גְּדָיֵי֣ הָֽ

ן  יו׃ (יז) וַתִּתֵּ֧ חֶלְקַת֥ צַוָּארָֽ
ר  חֶם אֲשֶׁ֣ ים וְאֶת־הַלֶּ֖ אֶת־הַמַּטְעַמִּ֛

יו  אמֶר אֵלָ֖ ב בְּנָהּֽ׃.... וַיֹּ֥ תָה בְּיַ֖ד יַעֲקֹ֥ עָשָׂ֑
י בְּנִיֽ׃ (כז)  יו גְּשָׁה־נָּא֥ וּשְׁקָה־לִּ֖ ק אָבִ֑ יִצְחָ֣

יו  יחַ בְּגָדָ֖ וַיִּגַּשׁ֙ וַיִּשַּׁק־ל֔וֹ וַיָּ֛רַח אֶת־רֵ֥

֔ ֙ ֗

(1) When Isaac was old and his eyes 
were too dim to see, he called his older 
son Esau and said to him, “My son.” He 
answered, “Here I am.” (2) And he said, 
“I am old now, and I do not know how 
soon I may die. (3) Take your gear, your 
quiver and bow, and go out into the 
open and hunt me some game. (4) Then 
prepare a dish for me such as I like, and 
bring it to me to eat, so that I may give 
you my innermost blessing before I 
die.”....(15) Rebekah then took the best 
clothes of her older son Esau, which 
were there in the house, and had her 
younger son Jacob put them on; (16) and 
she covered his hands and the hairless 
part of his neck with the skins of the 
kids. (17) Then she put in the hands of 
her son Jacob the dish and the bread that 
she had prepared.  (27) and he went up 
and kissed him. And he smelled his 
clothes and he blessed him, saying, “Ah, 
the smell of my son is like the smell of 
the fields that the LORD has blessed.
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יחַ  י כְּרֵ֣ יחַ בְּנִ֔ אמֶר רְאֵה֙ רֵ֣ הוּ וַיֹּ֗ וַיְֽבָרֲכֵ֑
ר בֵּרֲכ֖וֹ ה'׃ ה אֲשֶׁ֥ שָׂדֶ֔

Rashi on Genesis 27:9:2 .3ג. רש"י על בראשית כ״ז:ט׳:ב׳
(ב) שני גדיי עזים. וְכִי שְׁנֵי גְּדָיֵי עִזִּים 

הָיָה מַאֲכָל שֶׁל יִצְחָק? אֶלָּא הָאֶחָד 
הִקְרִיב לְפִסְחוֹ וְהָאֶחָד עָשָׂה 

מַטְעַמִּים; בְּפִרְקֵי רַבִּי אֱלִיעֶזֶר:

 TWO KIDS OF THE שני גדיי עזים (2)
GOATS — Did then two kids of the 
goats form a meal for Isaac? But the 
explanation is: it being Passover he 
offered one as his Paschal sacrifice and 
of the other he prepared the savoury 
food. So is it stated in Pirkei DeRabbi 
Eliezer 32).

Taanit 29b .4ד. תענית כ״ט ב
(בראשית כז, כז) ויאמר ראה ריח בני 

כריח שדה אשר ברכו ה' אמר רב 
יהודה בריה דרב שמואל בר שילת 

משמיה דרב כריח שדה של תפוחים:

“And he said: See, the smell of my son 
is as the smell of a field which the Lord 
has blessed” (Genesis 27:27), Rav 
Yehuda, son of Rav Shmuel bar 
Sheilat, said in the name of Rav: This 
smell was like that of a field of apple 
trees.

Song of Songs 2:3 .5ה. שיר השירים ב׳:ג׳
ין  י בֵּ֣ ן דּוֹדִ֖ עַר כֵּ֥ י הַיַּ֔ (ג) כְּתַפּ֙וּחַ֙ בַּעֲצֵ֣
בְתִּי וּפִרְי֖וֹ  דְתִּי וְיָשַׁ֔ הַבָּנִ֑ים בְּצִלּוֹ֙ חִמַּ֣

י׃ מָת֥וֹק לְחִכִּֽ

(3) Like an apple tree among trees of the 
forest,  So is my beloved among the 
youths.  I delight to sit in his shade,  
And his fruit is sweet to my mouth.

Shabbat 88a .6ו. שבת פ״ח א
אמר רבי חמא ברבי חנינא מאי 

דכתיב כתפוח בעצי היער וגו׳ למה 
נמשלו ישראל לתפוח לומר לך מה 

תפוח זה פריו קודם לעליו אף 
ישראל הקדימו נעשה לנשמע

Rabbi Ḥama, son of Rabbi Ḥanina, 
said: What is the meaning of that which 
is written: “As an apple tree among 
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons. Under its shadow I 
delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet to 
my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)? Why 
were the Jewish people likened to an 
apple tree? It is to tell you that just as 
this apple tree, its fruit grows before its 
leaves, so too, the Jewish people 
accorded precedence to “We will do” 
over “We will hear.”
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