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Dip the Apple in the Honey

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Keritot 6a

Abaye said: Now that you have said
that a sign is a substantial matter, a
person should be accustomed to eat, at
the start of the year, gourd, fenugreek,
leeks, beets, and dates, as each of these
grow and multiply quickly, which is a
good omen for the deeds of the
upcoming year.

Genesis 27:1-27

(1) When Isaac was old and his eyes
were too dim to see, he called his older
son Esau and said to him, “My son.” He
answered, “Here I am.” (2) And he said,
“I am old now, and I do not know how
soon I may die. (3) Take your gear, your
quiver and bow, and go out into the
open and hunt me some game. (4) Then
prepare a dish for me such as I like, and
bring it to me to eat, so that [ may give
you my innermost blessing before I
die.”....(15) Rebekah then took the best
clothes of her older son Esau, which
were there in the house, and had her
younger son Jacob put them on; (16) and
she covered his hands and the hairless
part of his neck with the skins of the
kids. (17) Then she put in the hands of
her son Jacob the dish and the bread that
she had prepared. (27) and he went up
and kissed him. And he smelled his
clothes and he blessed him, saying, “Ah,
the smell of my son is like the smell of
the fields that the LORD has blessed.
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Rashi on Genesis 27:9:2

() D11 73 3w TWO KIDS OF THE
GOATS — Did then two kids of the
goats form a meal for Isaac? But the
explanation is: it being Passover he
offered one as his Paschal sacrifice and
of the other he prepared the savoury
food. So is it stated in Pirkei DeRabbi
Eliezer 32).

Taanit 29b

“And he said: See, the smell of my son
is as the smell of a field which the Lord
has blessed” (Genesis 27:27), Rav
Yehuda, son of Rav Shmuel bar
Sheilat, said in the name of Rav: This
smell was like that of a field of apple
trees.

Song of Songs 2:3

(3) Like an apple tree among trees of the
forest, So is my beloved among the
youths. I delight to sit in his shade,
And his fruit is sweet to my mouth.

Shabbat 88a

Rabbi Hama, son of Rabbi Hanina,
said: What is the meaning of that which
is written: “As an apple tree among
the trees of the wood, so is my beloved
among the sons. Under its shadow I
delighted to sit and its fruit was sweet to
my taste” (Song of Songs 2:3)? Why
were the Jewish people likened to an
apple tree? It is to tell you that just as
this apple tree, its fruit grows before its
leaves, so too, the Jewish people
accorded precedence to “We will do”
over “We will hear.”
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