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2:11-23 The Shoftim Spiral
1. Malbim to 2:12-13
bhlvAl ’|7]7N "7 AR 20Ny 10 Wl Q2T RI12 RITW 2O1NRN 17V 90 IRXY TXH T DX 02NV Q1KY Q37 NP7y Nva
NINWY? HYal 17avn Rh X7 19KR" 72 Wm0 02 LR X2 T RIAW 787 23 "7 DR OATYM" L mAaR ’P’?N "7 DR
When they serve in partnership, then although they are not abandoning Gd, for they still believe that He is the Creator
of the world and the One who renews it, they are still abandoning Hashem the Gd of Israel or Hashem the Gd of our
ancestors... “And they abandoned Gd” in that Gd is Creator of all that exists, too, denying Gd and saying He does
not exist, and serving Baal and Ashtarot.

2. Devarim 28:63
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3. Rashito 2:16
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“And Gd established judges” — perpetually, from generation to generation, as he records in this book, judge after
judge.

4. Shemuel | 12:9-11
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5. Midrash, Bamidbar Rabbah 22:6
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Our sages have said: Yehoshua 1:5 says, "As | was with Moshe, so | will be with you", and so Yehoshua should have
lived 120 years, as Moshe did. Why were his years reduced by ten years?
When Gd told Moshe, "Take the vengeance of Israel upon Midian, and then you will be gathered to your nation," he
did not delay even though he had been given news of his own death. Rather, he was energetic, "And Moshe sent
them." But when Yehoshua came to battle the 31 nations, he said, "If | will kill them immediately, | will die
immediately, like Moshe." What did he do2 He began to delay in their battle, as Yehoshua 11:18 says, "For many
days Yehoshua battled all of these kings." Gd said to him, "Thus you do? | will shorten your years by ten years."...

Were we always bad?
6. Midrash, Rut Rabbah 1:1
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“And it was, in the days of the judging of the judges” — Woe to a generation which judges its judges, and woe to a
generation whose judges need to be judged.

Divine wrath?

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 1:11-12
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Since it is clarified that He has neither body nor form, it is clarified that nothing that happens to a body can happen to
Him, neither joining nor division, neither place nor measure, neither ascent nor descent, neither right nor left, neither
front nor back, neither sitting nor standing... And since it is so, all of these things and that which resembles them,
stated in Torah and in the words of the prophets, are all parables and metaphors...

8. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, Halakhic Man pg. 58

Halakhic man never accepted the ruling of Maimonides opposing the recital of piyyutim, the liturgical poems and
songs of praise. Go forth and learn what the Guide sought to do to the piyyutim of Israell Nevertheless, on the High
Holidays the community of Israel, singing the hymns of unity and glory, reaches out to its Creator. And when the
Divine Presence winks at us from behind the fading rays of the setfting sun and its smile bears within it forgiveness and
pardon, we weave a "royal crown" of praise for the Atik Yomin. The Ancient One. And in moments of divine mercy
and grace, in times of spiritual ecstasy and exaltation, when our entire existence thirsts for the living Gd, we recite
many piyyutim and hymns, and we disregard the strictures of the philosophical midrash concerning the problem of
negative attributes.

3:1-6 Which nations were lefte
9. Rashi to 3:2
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So that future Israelite generations will know and understand the effect of sin, for now they must teach them war.

10. Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak haKohen Kook, Orot, On War (Naor translation)

Chapter 4: Were it not for the sin of the Golden Calf, the inhabitants of the Land of Israel would have been reconciled
with the People of Israel, for the Name of Gd called upon them would have aroused awe. No war would have been
necessary, and the influence would have proceeded peacefully as in the Days of the Messiah. Only sin intervened and
the matter has been delayed thousands of years...

Chapter 8: The spiritual fabric that in its present state could not prevent, despite all its glorious wisdom, wholesale
slaughter and such fearful world-destruction, has proven itself invalid from its very inception... Therefore, the entire
contemporary civilization is doomed and on its ruins will be established a world order of truth and Gd-consciousness.

3:7-11 — Kushan Rishatayim of Aram and Otniel ben Kenaz
11. Talmud Yerushalmi, Nazir 9:1
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Why was he called Kushan Rishatayim? He performed two evils: He desecrated the oath, and he enslaved Israel for
eight years.

12.Talmud, Sanhedrin 105a
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Be‘or because he lived with his donkey. Kushan Rishatayim because he performed two evils to Israel: in the days of

Yaakov and in the days of the judges. And what is his name? Lavan the Aramean.

13. Malbim to 3:10
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“The spirit of Gd” — 1) Spirit of justice and strength to judge Israel and return them to the path of Gd. 2) Because they
truly returned to Gd’s laws, he went to war and Gd helped him.

14. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 3:2
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What is “For | know his pain”2 | know how much they will pain Me in the wilderness... and yet | will not refrain from

redeeming them.



Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman said: Otniel ben Kenaz passed judgment on this matter before Gd. He said before Gd:
Master of the Universe, You promised Moses that whether the Jews would do Your will or not, You would redeem
them! This is the meaning of the verse, “And the spirit of Gd was upon him, and he judged Israel.”...

15.Rambam, Moreh haNevuchim 1:45
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The first prophetic level is for Divine aid to accompany a person, moving and energizing him to a great positive deed,
like saving an important group from evildoers, or saving a great, important person, or benefiting a large number of
people. He will find something moving him to action; this is called "the spirit of Gd." Regarding one who is
accompanied by this, the text will say, "the spirit of Gd was powerful upon him," or "the spirit of Gd clothed him," or
"the spirit of Gd rested upon him," or "Gd was with him," and similar expressions. This was the level of all of the
Jewish judges, regarding whom the Torah said in general that Gd established judges for them, and Gd was with the
judge and He rescued them. This is also the level of all of the distinguished counselors of Israel...
And know that a force like this never left Moshe Rabbeinu from the time he reached maturity. This was what motivated
him to kill the Egyptian and to halt the wicked one of the two fighters. The power of this force in him was such that
after panicking, fleeing and arriving in Midian, a frightened stranger, when he saw a hint of corruption he could not
keep himself from eliminating it. He could not bear it! As it says, "And Moshe arose and he saved them."...
None of these [examples of those who experienced rvach hakodesh] was moved to state anything. The purpose of this
force is to awaken the strengthened person to a specific action. And it is not for any action that might be at hand, but
to help the oppressed, a great person or a community, or to prevent an event that would lead to that [oppression].



