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The Curses of the Old Year

Ezer Diena, ediena@torontotorah.com
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1. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 428:4
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We always read Bamidbar before Shavuot, Tisha Bav before Vaetchanan, Nitzavim before Rosh Hashanah.
Therefore, when Rosh Hashanah is on Monday/Tuesday, when there will be two Shabbatot between Rosh
Hashanah and Sukkot, we need to split up Nitzavim and Vayelech in order that VVayelech will be read between
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and Haazinu between the fast of [Yom] Kippur and Sukkot. And the Siman is

“Bag Hamelech, Pat Vayelech”.

2. Levush, Orach Chaim 428:4
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And Nitzavim is always read before Rosh Hashanah because it contains matters of Teshuvah, and this is the
meaning of “arise and blow”, and therefore, when Rosh Hashanah is on a Monday or Tuesday...

3. Magen Avraham, Orach Chaim 428:4, 5
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Bamidbar before Shavuot — because Shavuot is the Rosh Hashanah for trees, and therefore we read one Parsha
after the rebuke, in order to finish the year and its curses, and for this reason, we read Nitzavim before Rosh
Hashanah.
Hamelech — meaning Rosh Hashanah, on which we say “Hamelech Hamishpat”. Pat Vayelech is from the
language of “break it into pieces” (Vayikra 2:6), that we split Nitzavim and Vayelech into two.

4. Talmud Bavli, Megillah 31b (Davidson Edition translation)
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It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar said: Ezra enacted for the Jewish people that they should read
the portion of the curses that are recorded in Leviticus before Shavuot and the portion of the curses that are
recorded in Deuteronomy before Rosh HaShana. The Gemara asks: What is the reason for this? Abaye said, and
some say that it was Reish Lakish who said: In order that the year may conclude together with its curses, and the
new year may begin without the ominous reading of the curses.

5. Tosafot to Megillah 31b
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They asked in the Beit Midrash of Rabbeinu Nissim: “Why do we split up the readings of Nitzavim and Vayelech
when there are two Shabbatot between Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot (and neither of them coincides with Yom
Kippur), and we don’t split up Matos and Masei, which are much longer? He answered that since in Parshat
Nitzavim there are curses that Yisrael was cursed with, we want to conclude them prior to Rosh Hashanah. This
is difficult, since we don’t count these as part of the curses that Moshe cursed Yisrael... it implies clearly that
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until “ein koneh” (Devarim 28:68) [which is still in Parshat Ki Tavo] is considered the curses, and no further!
And it is more difficult, according to his reasoning, why don’t we read Haazinu before Rosh Hashanah, as it too
contains curses “[They will be] bloated by famine, consumed by fever...” (Devarim 32:24, Living Torah
translation). Therefore, it seems to me that the reason that we split them up is because we want to pause, and read
one Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah, a section which does not speak of curses at all, in order not to juxtapose the
curses to Rosh Hashanah. And for this reason, we read Bamidbar before Shavuot, in order not to juxtapose the
curses in Bechukotai to Shavuot.

6. Daf Al Hadaf Megillah 31b
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In Sefer Yemei Ratzon (page 45), he brings from Rabbi Shlomo Brevda, who asked that we must try to further
understand this matter — if by reading the curses of Sefer Devarim it will cause the year and its curses to
conclude, if so, why do we need reinforcement, and awakening, and selichot in the days of Elul, and blowing
the Shofar, and saying Malchuyot... and the Aseret Yemei Teshuvah?! Even without all of this, the year and its
curses will conclude, and as a result, the new year and its blessings will begin, since we have read the curses in
Sefer Devarim before Rosh Hashanah! This matter requires clarification.
He explained that the intention of Ezra, who enacted that they would read the curses of Sefer Devarim before
Rosh Hashanah, in order that the year and its curses will conclude, intended that each and every individual
would contemplate their personal situation, and realize that their issues and their troubles that are similar in a
great degree to the troubles that are written in the Torah. It will arise in their mind that many of these
punishments that are listed here in the rebuke, and the Torah warns us that these punishments will come to us
(G-d forbid) because of improper actions, and if so, it makes sense that these troubles that are bothering me and
preventing me from properly following the Torah as | should, are not a chance, but rather, a punishment from
Heaven due to my great sins. Therefore, | should scrutinize my actions, and confess my sins, and regret them
with all my heart, and to repent in full teshuvah before Him (may His Name be blessed), with a full decision
that 1 will never return to my improper actions. All this will cause that the year and its curses will conclude,
since the sinner has decided to let go of his ways and actions that are improper. When he hears the sound of the
Shofar on Rosh Hashanah, he will increase teshuvah upon his teshuvah, and the new year and its blessings will
begin through His great mercy, may His Name be blessed!



