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Anticipatory Reading: One Generation Sets the Table for the Next
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Avraham’s hospitality
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Avraham’s nephew’s hospita[ity
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It happened, before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel the
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher on her shoulder. The young lady
was very beautiful to look at, a virgin, neither had any man known her. She went down to the spring, filled
her pitcher, and came up. The servant ran to meet her, and said, “Please give me a drink, a little water from
your pitcher.” She said, “Drink, my lord.” She hurried, and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave
him drink. When she had done giving him drink, she said, “I will also draw for your camels, until they
have done drinking.” She hurried, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to the well to
draw, and drew for all his camels...She said moreover to him, “We have both straw and provender enough,
and room to lodge in.” ... He said, “Come in, you blessed of Hashem. Why do you stand outside? For I
have prepared the house, and room for the camels.” The man came into the house, and he unloaded the
camels. He gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men
who were with him. ... Behold, Rebekah is before you. Take her, and go, and let her be your master’s son’s
wife, as Hashem has spoken.” ... Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and
she became his wife. He loved her. Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.
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Observations:
1) The intended bride, described as beautiful, appears immediately
2) The intended bride works tirelessly for the suitor
3) The suitor desires her
4) The suitor is invited into the intended’s family’s house and treated like a royal guest
5) The suitor requests — and is given — permission to marry the girl
6) She marries the intended groom

Questions:
7) What are we set up to anticipate when Yaakov arrives in the same town to find a wife?
8) How much are those anticipations met?
9) How does this impact on Yaakov’s life with his wives? Their children?
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Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the children of the east. He looked, and behold, a
well in the field, and, behold, three flocks of sheep lying there by it. For out of that well they watered the
flocks. The stone on the well’s mouth was large. There all the flocks were gathered. They rolled the stone
from the well’s mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again on the well’s mouth in its place.
Jacob said to them, “My relatives, where are you from?” They said, “We are from Haran.” He said to them,
“Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” He said to them, “Is it well with
him?” They said, “It is well. See, Rachel, his daughter, is coming with the sheep.” He said, “Behold, it is
still the middle of the day, not time to gather the livestock together. Water the sheep and go and feed them.”
They said, “We cannot, until all the flocks are gathered together, and they roll the stone from the well’s
mouth. Then we water the sheep.” While he was yet speaking with them, Rachel came with her father’s
sheep, for she kept them. It happened, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother,
and the sheep of Laban, his mother’s brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice,
and wept. Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son. She ran and
told her father. It happened, when Laban heard the news of Jacob, his sister’s son, that he ran to meet Jacob,
and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things. Laban
said to him, “Surely you are my bone and my flesh.” He lived with him for a month. Laban said to Jacob,
“Because you are my brother, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what will your wages
be?” ...Jacob loved Rachel. He said, “I will serve you seven years for Rachel, your younger daughter.”...He
went in also to Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other
years.
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