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3. Rashi to Bamidbar 18:8
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This may be compared to a king who gave a field to his close friend, without writing or signing or processing it in the
courts. Someone came and challenged [the friend] regarding the field. The king told him, “If anyone wants to
challenge you, | will write and sign for you, and process it in the courts.” So, too, here, because Korach came and
challenged Aharon regarding the kehunah, the text came and gave him 24 gifts of kohanim with a salt covenant
forever. This is why this portion is brought here.

Respect for the Kohanim

4. Rabbeinu Bechayye, Kad haKemach, Rashut 8
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The Kohen is more elevated and sanctified than the Levi, and the Levi is more than the Yisrael. So, too, the Torah

obligated ferumah, 1/50, which is called “holy”, for the Kohen who is called “holy” in the text, as in, “And He

separated Aharon to sanctify him, holy of holies.” (Divrei haYamim | 23) And to give the Levi the first tithe. And the

Levi is obligated to give the Kohen a tenth from the tenth. So just as the Yisrael is bound to the Levi, so the Levi is

bound to the Kohen...




5. Daniel 4:24
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Therefore, King, may my counsel find favour before you, and redeem your sin with tzedakah, and your guilt by
showing favour to the needy, and thus your tranquility will endure.

6. Abarbanel, Maayanei haYeshuah, Maayan 6, Tamar 4 (pg. 317)
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Were the decree for his arrogance, then if he would serve lowlier people, the needy, then the decree would vanish.

Respect for Gd
7. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb 304

You should not use that portion for personal purposes but dedicate it to Gd, declaring thereby that Gd is Lord of the
earth and that only through Him have you any right to the earth and to the fruit it yields.

8. Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 396
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So that they will know and contemplate that their entire portion of the bounty, and the portion of their brethren, is

cause fo serve Gd, they were commanded to give from all that they take from Israel one-tenth for the great servants.

Thus they will put into their hearts that there are higher-ups above them, and that higher than all of them is the exalted

Guardian of all.

Giving is the Goal

9. Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 396
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Also, there is merit and honour and stature in this for the Leviyyim, lest their name be eliminated from the mitzvah of

tithing when they receive their portion of produce. And lest their children [of the Yisraelim] say to the children [of the

Leviyyim], 'You receive the produce, we receive the mitzvah,' there will now be a response: We have Torah, and we

have flour [to give].

10. Talmud, Bava Batra 8a
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Rabbah required the orphans of the house of Bar Marion to give tzedakah. Abbaye asked: Didn't Rav Shemuel bar

Yehudah teach that one may not decree tzedakah upon orphans, even to redeem captives? Rabbah replied: | am

doing it fo increase their communal standing.

11. Tamara Brown, Raising Brooklyn: Nannies, Childcare and Caribbeans Creating Community, Chapter Four

This chapter builds on previous chapters to suggest how childcare providers used food to create community among
each other. Their West Indian food culture was a prominent part of their daily lives and bonded them as Caribbean
women. Below, | explore how providers made food preparation a measure of mothering ability against which their
employers were judged and found wanting, as well as a means of asserting control within the employer's household.
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