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Shemuel, Week 36: Shaul / 12:1-5 — Shemuel’s Self-Justification Rl B il
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Lessons regarding Shaul
1. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 20
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It is appropriate for one who is complete to have a trait of might when the time is right to save members of his nation
who are pursued. Thus it told of Shaul being moved to act regarding Nachash of Amon - even though Israel did not yet
treat him as a king, and he did not conduct himself as a king.

2. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra Shoftim, Summary after Perek 12
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This story came here to demonstrate that Shaul did not merit only to “the spirit of Gd”, meaning prophecy... but also “a
spirit of counsel and might”...

3. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 19
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One should not act cruelly. You see that Nachash of Amon, if not for his cruelty, would have ruled Yavesh Gilad, but

he did not want to make a covenant with them unless they would put out every right eye. As a result of his cruelty, his

nation fell to Israel, and [Israel] struck them a mighty blow.

4. Shoftim 8:1-2
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5. Shoftim 12:1-4
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6. Talmud, Kiddushin 32b
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Rav Ashi said... If a king forgives his honour, his honour is not forgiven, as Devarim 17:15 says, “You shall surely place
a king upon yourselves,” that his awe should be upon you.

7. Talmud, Yoma 22b, with Rashi
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Why was Shaul punished? He forgave his honour, as in Shemuel | 10:27 and Shemuel | 11:1.

Rashi: At the end, Israel said, “Who says ‘Shall Shaul reign over us2!’” as a question. “Give us those men and we will

kill them.” And he said, “No one shall die on this day.”

8. Talmud, Yoma 22b [the line preceding the previous source]
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Samuel: Why did the monarchy of Saul’s house not last? Because it had no flaw. As Rabbi

Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: We do not appoint a leader over a community unless he has a box of

crawling creatures hanging behind him, lest he become arrogant, in which case we can say to him, “Look behind you.”



9. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 17
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It is not fitting for one who is complete to be moved to action by people’s words against him, and certainly to be moved

to action when he is not treated with honour. It is fitting for him to endure this. Therefore it said that Shaul was silent

about the degradation of the wicked, and the fact that they did not bring him a gift, even though it would have been

fitting for him...

12:1-5 Shemuel’s Self-Justification
10. How old are you now?

11. Malbim to Shemuel | 12:2
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| did not receive any benefit in exchange for my service for you. | aged from the volume of work and the yoke of the
community, such that old age overtook me prematurely...

12. Talmud, Nedarim 38a
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Rabbi Yochanan said: All of the prophets were wealthy. How do we know thisg From Moshe, Shemuel, Amos, Yonah...

13. Three approaches
e Instruction for the future, leading into the history lesson
o Defending his record upon retirement, separate from the rest of the perek
e A long-delayed rebuke for the royal request, continuing in the rest of the perek

14.Ralbag, Commentary to Shemuel | 11:15
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Then Shemuel tried to bring Israel and their king to act in accordance with Torah and not stray therefrom. He first told

them that for all of his life, he had guided them in accordance with Torah, without showing favour to anyone, and he

had taken nothing from anyone...

15. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra Shoftim 12:1
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With Shaul’s renewed reign, Shemuel ceased to function as a shofeitand national leader who brought them out and in,

and who rescued them from their enemies. Therefore, Shemuel came to separate from the nation, and like his

predecessors as leaders (Moshe and Yehoshua), he summarized the era of his leadership and the general era in his last

words...

16. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 12:3
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He said this because when a judge left his trade, the practice among the nations was that the next judge would
investigate his deeds, and if it would be found that he had taken a bribe then he would punish him for it. Because Israel
said to appoint a king to judge them “like all of the nations”, Shemuel wished to do this, too, like the nations. Thus he
said, “And opposite His anointed one,” that Shaul should judge whether he had acted inappropriately. And he said
there was no need to be bashful or fearful of him, for they already had a king; what more could Shemuel do to them?
Certainly, as he was elderly and very weak...



17. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_of_residence

A juicio de residencia (literally, judgment of residence) was a judicial procedure of Castilian law and the Laws of the
Indies. It consisted of this: at the termination of a public functionary's term, his performance in office was subject to
review, and those with grievances against him were entitled to a hearing. This was largely an automatic procedure,
and did not imply prior suspicion of misconduct.

The official was not allowed to leave the place where he exercised his authority, nor to assume another office, until the
conclusion of this judicial inquiry. Generally, the person charged with directing the inquiry, called the juez de
residencia (residence judge), was that individual already named to succeed to the position. The penalties for conviction
varied, but generally consisted of fines.

18. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 12:2
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Now, since the king walks before you and is established as king, who would dare dethrone him2 Also, | am old and

my strength is too drained to hold the throne any longer, and my children are with you, prepared to serve the king and

desiring him as you do. If so, here is no more room to say | desire otherwise, and so now | will speak my words to you.

19.Radak to Shemuel | 12:2
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“My sons are here with you” — when you need them for the teachings and laws they received from me.

20. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 12:3
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“Here | am” — Meaning, while | am still here, answer me before Gd and before Gd's anointed king.

21. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 12:1
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| think of this rebuke and its intent, that because the request for a king was because they rejected Shemuel’s leadership...
or because they rejected Divine leadership and law, as Gd said, “They did not reject you, but they rejected Me from
reigning over them,” therefore the prophet Shemuel wished to scold Israel for each of this points separately. He began
to scold them regarding himself and his leadership first... | fulfilled your wish, “I crowned a king upon you,” meaning,
“I did not want to scold you about my affairs before crowning a king, lest you think my purpose was to refrain from
crowning for you... “And now that the king walks before you,” | will speak my words.
And because Israel’s statement was, “You have aged, and your sons have not followed your path,” Shemuel said, “I
have aged and grown old,” meaning, regarding old age you are correct, | have aged. More, | have seivah, which is
more than ziknah.
And as far as your statement that my sons have not followed my path, | respond that my sons are with you, meaning
that you should implement the appropriate law against them, according to their deeds.
But regarding something else, which you have not stated explicitly — that you reject my leadership - for this | will scold
you before your eyes. Thus he said, “I have walked before you since my youth, to this very day.”

22. Malbim to Shemuel | 12:2
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trial_of_residence

It was not appropriate to remove me, not for being lax in my service to the community for | have walked since my youth,
to this very day, in your service, and not for finding in me any corruption, warping justice and taking bribes...

23. Talmud, Makkot 23b
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Brief outline

Perakim 1-2  The miraculous birth of Shemuel to righteous Chanah and Elkanah in response to her prayers,
and her song of gratitude, philosophy and prophecy

Perakim 2-3  Eli’s sons abuse the Mishkan for their own enrichment, while Shemuel grows properly. Eli
receives warnings from Ish Elokim and Shemuel.

Perakim 4-6  The disastrous decision to take the Aron to war against the Plishtim; it is lost. The curse begins,
with the death of Chofni and Pinchas, Eli, and the wife of Pinchas. The Aron is held by the Plishtim, who suffer
terribly (to save the Aron, or as punishment for treating the Aron as a trophy, or to demonstrate that Gd is greater
than Avodah Zarah). In one read of this story, the Plishtim as treated their broken idol and the Aron with more
respect than the Jews treated the Aron. The Plishtim return the Aron in a way which proves Divine supervision.

Perek 7 During or after a 20-year period, Shemuel holds a national gathering at which they reject idols
and accept service of Gd. The Plishtim attack, and Gd defends us; we rout them, and have a period of utopian
peace under Shemuel’s leadership.

Perek 8 The nation demands a king; Shemuel and Gd are unhappy, perhaps because the nation wants
the king to be the arbiter of justice instead of Gd doing it. But Gd says to go along with it. Shemuel outlines
what kings will do — whether by law or against the law.

Perakim 9-10 Gd arranges for Shaul to meet Shemuel in pursuing lost donkeys; Shemuel convinces Shaul that
he is a full prophet, anoints him as an act of dedicating him to service of Gd, and sets him on a journey to his
formal revelation as king. But some people reject Shaul - either because they think he can’t help them or because
they see him as Gd's king - and he goes home.

Perek 11 Shaul rallies the nation to defend Yavesh Gilad against cruel Nachash of Amon, and wins over
those who didn’t accept him as they see that Gd and Shaul will protect them. Shaul spares those who (still2)
reject him, demonstrating his mercy and humility. Shemuel holds a new coronation ceremony, a visible sign that
Shaul is now king.



