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Chapter 11: The Return of Yavesh Gilad

1. Shoftim 21:5-15
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2. Abarbanel to Shoftim 21:5
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Second: They did this as a fence, for if such a thing could happen, that Israel would summon all warriors to gather in
one place, lest one city muster the strength to separate from the community and break the oath, for then all of them
would do this on many other occasions... And therefore they did not repeal the oath, even though they could have done
so legally, for the entire good and survival of Israel depends on their unity...
Fourth: When Israel saw that great evil had come from them, whether in their casualties of war or in destroying Binyamin,
they were angry that Yavesh Gilad had not gone there and had not suffered any casualties, and lest they glorify
themselves, saying, “Israel sinned in their actions, and we are innocent”...
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Their sin was similar to the sin of Binyamin, not coming to Mitzpah, and their punishment was also like their punishment.

4. Ralbag to Shoftim 21, Lesson 17
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They acted with Yavesh Gilad as the Torah commanded in the war with Midian. It seems this was done at Gd's word.

5. The Arc of Yehudah

e Shoftim 1:8 Shoftim 20 Shemuel | 11
e Sale of Yosef Punishment of Tamar? Defense of Binyamin
6. Shoftim 1:8
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11:1-3 Nachash ha’Amoni’s ultimatum
7. Ralbag to Shemuel 1 11:3
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Nachash agreed to this because he intended to fight Israel and take their land, if he could.

8. Malbim to Shemuel | 11:1
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Nachash was inflamed because Israel had crowned a king, and he wanted to incite war with him. Therefore he
ascended against the people of Yavesh Gilad, for Binyamin had taken their women... And presumably some of the
Benjaminites had settled there, for they had killed the men of Yavesh Gilad and the women had inherited the portions
of their fathers. Therefore, he ascended against them, as they were the famiily of the king and his in-laws.

9. Midrash Shemuel 14:7
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Rabbi Levi said: These are the slings and bows of Israel, the pleasure of Israel’s eye, as in Tehillim 78:9;
Rabbi Simon said: These are Israel’s Sanhedrin, the sphere (iris?) of Israel’s eye, as in Bamidbar 15:24;
The Sages said: This is the Torah. Nachash of Amon said: Bring me the Torah; | will uproot therefrom Devarim 23:4.

10. The Eyes — Military Humiliation, Cruelty, Braggadocio, They have nothing, Disarmament

11:4-10 Shaul responds
11. Malbim to Shemuel | 11:5
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It told of this for this was why had set his eyes upon the pair of oxen and cut them up.

12. Lucian of Samosata, 7oxaris (2" century Greece), Section 47-48

Our custom of the hide is as follows. When a man has been injured by another, and desires vengeance, but feels that
he is no match for his opponent, he sacrifices an ox, cuts up the flesh and cooks it, and spreads out the hide upon the
ground. On this hide he takes his seat, holding his hands behind him, so as to suggest that his arms are tied in that
position, this being the natural attitude of a suppliant among us. Meanwhile, the flesh of the ox has been laid out; and
the man’s relations and any others who feel so disposed come up and take a portion thereof, and, setting their right
foot on the hide, promise whatever assistance is in their power: one will engage to furnish and maintain five horsemen,
another ten, a third some larger number; while others, according fo their ability, promise heavy or light-armed infantry,
and the poorest, who have nothing else to give, offer their own personal services...
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This is the fruit of the “rage”, accompanied by good counsel. In his rage he took a pair of oxen from the cattle walking
before him, and cut them up. Through this he also taught them a lesson, for just as the spirit of life will not rest in a living
body unless its limbs are complete and joined with each other, and not so when it is cut info pieces, [and] it will be a
corpse and live no longer, so the spirit of strength and political life of the nation will not rest unless they are joined
together... Thus it said, “And they went out as one man,” for they understood his lesson...



