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Shemuel, Week 35: Chapter 11 — Yavesh Saved, Shaul Crowned i | SRt
g 157734
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11:4-10 Shaul responds

1. Talmud, Yoma 22b
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One may not count Jews, even for a mitzvah, as it says, “And he counted them with pottery shards.” Rav Ashi challenged:

How do you know that bezek is an expression of ‘chopped up’ [pieces]? Perhaps it is the name of a place, as in, “And

they found Adoni Bezek”! Rather, from here: “And Shaul rallied the nation, and he counted them with sheep.”

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel Il 24
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Shaul saw with his intellect, and it is natural that a plague strikes a group which a person counts on his own initiative.
Therefore, when he wished to count the nation for that which was not a Divine command, he counted them with shards
and counted them with sheep, so that ayin hara would not befall them, and they would not be counted by heads. And
perhaps, due to the nation’s poverty he did not order them to give tzedakah to be saved from the plague; also, he did
not wish to rely on a miracle; he chose, better, to count them with a strategy, not by heads...

3. Shoftim 1:6-7
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11:11-15 Shaul succeeds, and there is a new coronation

4. Ralbag to Shemuel | 11:13
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Perhaps he killed them after that day. Or, Shaul said, “No one shall be killed on this day” as a strategy to save those

men from the hands of Israel, acting as though he intended to kill them after that day.

5. Malbim to Shemuel I 11:13
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For until now their status was not that of rebels against the throne, since not all of them acknowledged his monarchy

until he saved them from Amon, which did not happen until that day. Thus he said, “Because today Gd rescued,” and

until then he did not have royal status.

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel 1 11:13
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Even though the law is that one who mocks the king should die, it is not fitting that one should be killed today, for Gd

rescued them because of them. This was part of his good character; Israel ascribed the rescue to him, and he ascribed

it to them.

7. Radak to Shemuel | 11:14
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And Shemuel said to renew the monarchy in Gilgal for the honour of the Aron and the Ohel Moed, which had been
there at the start when they entered the land. Therefore, they honoured that place, even though it was not there now. It
was in Nov.

8. Shoftim 2:1
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9. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 10:27
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Crowning a king requires two elements. First, for Gd to choose him and separate him from his brethren to reign over
them, via a prophet who anoints him, for anointing is only a sign of Divine selection. Second, for Israel to make him
king and accept him upon them. Both elements are included in Devarim 17:15, “Place upon yourself a king whom
Hashem your Gd will select, etc.” Divine selection is via a prophet, and placement is via Israel.

10. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 22
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It is fitting for a king to be such that people revere him. Nothing new had been done to select Shaul now, such that they
would cause view him as a new creation, and so he would not appear to be king for them. Also, he did not act as king.
Shemuel thought to renew the monarchy before Gd in Gilgal and to slaughter sacrifices before Gd for this, to set into
their hearts that [Shaul] was like a new creation. This would cause them to revere him properly.

Lessons regarding Shaul

11.Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 20
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It is appropriate for one who is complete to have a trait of might when the time is right to save members of his nation

who are pursued. Thus it told of Shaul’s actions regarding Nachash of Amon - even though Israel did not yet treat him

as a king, and he did not conduct himself as a king.

12. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra Shoftim, Summary after Perek 20
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This story came here to demonstrate that Shaul did not merit only to “the spirit of Gd”, meaning prophecy... but also “a
spirit of counsel and might”...

13. Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 19
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One should not act cruelly. You see that Nachash of Amon, if not for his cruelty, would have ruled Yavesh Gilad, but

he did not want to make a covenant with them unless they would put out every right eye. As a result of his cruelty, his

nation fell to Israel, and [Israel] struck them a mighty blow.

14. Shoftim 8:1-2
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15. Shoftim 12:1-4
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16. Talmud, Kiddushin 32b
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Rav Ashi said... If a king forgives his honour, his honour is not forgiven, as Devarim 17:15 says, “You shall surely place
a king upon yourselves,” that his awe should be upon you.

17.Talmud, Yoma 22b, with Rashi
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Why was Shaul punished? He forgave his honour, as in Shemuel | 10:27 and Shemuel | 11:1.

Rashi: At the end, Israel said, “Who says ‘Shall Shaul reign over us2!’” as a question. “Give us those men and we will

kill them.” And he said, “No one shall die on this day.”

18.Talmud, Yoma 22b [the line preceding the previous source]
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Samuel: Why did the monarchy of Saul’s house not last? Because it had no flaw. As Rabbi

Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: We do not appoint a leader over a community unless he has a box of

crawling creatures hanging behind him, lest he become arrogant, in which case we can say to him, “Look behind you.”

19.Ralbag to Shemuel | 12, Lesson 17
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It is not fitting for one who is complete to be moved to action by people’s words against him, and certainly to be moved

to action when he is not treated with honour. It is fitting for him to endure this. Therefore it said that Shaul was silent

about the degradation of the wicked, and the fact that they did not bring him a gift, even though it would have been

fitting for him...

Next

20. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra Shoftim 12:1

799777 PRIAW K2 '[D’Db P27 A2 NN WM IR IRNAT OV WRT 09w wnwhn SR 205 DIRW SW nwTImAT N0 oy

nOPN X7 ,7775 9PN NRY INWOW NN DR DONINRT 1272 0301 KT LIV Awn) MR ORI MWRI DW 03777,V N
.00

With Shaul’s renewed reign, Shemuel ceased to function as a shofeitand national leader who brought them out and in,

and who rescued them from their enemies. Therefore, Shemuel came to separate from the nation, and like his

predecessors as leaders (Moshe and Yehoshua), he summarized the era of his leadership and the general era, the era

of the shoftim, in his last words. ..



