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1. Vayikra 26:3-13
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2. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah 9:1
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Since it is known that the reward for mitzvot and the benefit we merit for observing the path of Gd as recorded in the
Torah is life in Olom haBa, as in, “So that it will be good for you, and you will have long life,” and the vengeance taken
from the wicked who have abandoned paths of righteousness recorded in the Torah is to be cut off, as in, “That nefesh
shall be cut off, its guilt is in it,” so what is the meaning of that which is written throughout the Torah, “If you will listen
then you will receive X, and if you will not listen then Y will happen to you,” and all of those things are in this world2...
Those benefits are not the end reward of mitzvot, and those ills are not the end vengeance taken from those who
transgress the mitzvot. Rather... the Torah promises that if we perform [the mitzvot] with joy and a good spirit, and we
study His wisdom always, then He will remove from us anything that would keep us from performing it, like illness, war,
famine and the like, and He will pour upon us all of the benefits which strengthen our hand to perform the Torah, as in
satiation, peace, and great silver and gold, so that we will not involve ourselves all our lives in that which the body
needs, but we will be available to learn wisdom and perform mitzvot, meriting life in Olam haBa...

3. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Vayikra 26:1 #7
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The seventh answer is that the material rewards mentioned in the words of this covenant could not have included any
spiritual promises, for these promises included the entire nation. Bountiful rain, the blessing of the crops, victory over foes
and other items mentioned here include the entire nation... But spiritual rewards are only for each Israelite individually.
Because regarding material benefits, the world or the city or the nation is judged with its majority...

4. Ramban to Devarim 11:13
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5. Rabbi Saadia Gaon, Ha’Emunot v’ haDeiot 9
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And if one would say: That which is mentioned in the Torah regarding reward is only about this world!... It is for two
reasons. One is that reward in the next world, since we can only grasp it intellectually... the Torah only noted it briefly...
And the second is that prophecy customarily expands on that which must happen soon, and it is concise regarding that
which is distant. Since the nation, when given the Torah, needed to know about the Land of Canaan which they were
approaching, the Torah explained it more, including that which would happen there due to their service or rebellion...



Life After Death
6. Shemuel | 28:8-15; Daniel 12:2
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7. Bereishit 2:7, 5:24, 15:15; Devarim 18:10-11
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It's not a novelty
8. Rabbi Hai Gaon, cited in Ibn Ezra to Devarim 32:39
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Rabbeinu Hai said that it was not necessary to explain the matter of olam haba, for it was known by transmission.

9. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Vayikra 26:1 #3
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The third answer is that persistence of the spirit, and its reward in accord with its perfection, are inherent in the nature of
humanity. The persistence of the spirit is not one of the concepts which is received only from Divine religion; the
conclusion of sense and logic mandates that Creation and the path of perfection of natural forms should include it, as
philosophers have received in their analyses.
It is known that the promise of the Divine Torah is not that nature should continue in its natural way, for then there would
be neither reward nor punishment. All of her promises involve direction by Divine supervision, not the natural order.
Therefore this was tied specifically to mitzvah observance and fulfillment, through supernatural miracles.

10. Ramban to Vayikra 18:29
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It's not a good incentive
11.Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Vayikra 26:1 #5
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The fifth answer is that early idolaters promised great material success and benefits... And when He wished to make us
complete in the truth of His faith, Gd came and gave us His Torah and prohibited us from those types of service, and so
He needed to say - lest one think that in the halting of those types of service, the material benefits would also be lost, as
was said by the early ones and as the accursed women said, “Since we ceased to burn offerings for the queen of the
heavens, and to pour libations for her, we have lost all. (Yirmiyah 44:18)" It would not be so. Just the opposite — by
distancing ourselves from those types of service, greater and greater benefits and successes, without measure, would flow
upon them under the supervision of Gd.




12.lbn Ezra to Devarim 32:39
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In my view, the Torah was given to everyone, and not only to one person. Olam HaBa would not be comprehensible to
even one in one thousand, for it is deep.

13. Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Vayikra 26:1 #4
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The early ones, all of the seed of Adam and Noach's descendants, other than special individuals like Shem, Ever and
Avraham, served the stars and denied Divine supervision of individual human beings. Those who believed in an eternal
world followed them, and thought that Divine influence was entirely automatic, and nothing of its nature would change
due to Divine wish... Therefore, when Gd wished to purify Israel He arranged before them the deeds they would perform,
to inform them that this world was created from total nothingness, and all of this came from Gd, in accordance with His
Will and not automatically, and that He could alter nature at will, and that there were deeds Gd desired and deeds
which angered Him... If Gd had promised spiritual rewards in His covenant of guarding the mitzvot and His Torah, the
Children of Israel would not have believed this, for they did not yet believe in Divine supervision! Therefore, He needed to
promise them that which they could grasp with their senses, indicating definitively that He was supervising.

14.Rambam, Maamar Techiyat haMeitim
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When Gd wished to give the Torah to humanity, to publicize His mitzvot and His religious laws and prohibitions via His
prophets throughout the world, as in, "In order to tell of My name in all the land," He created great signs, which are
recorded throughout the Torah, until these caused people to believe in the prophecies of the prophets and the creation of
the world... And He did not transport them from matters of this world, with reward and punishment. And he continued
thus until these cornerstones were strengthened and held as true for the flow of generations, and no doubt remained in
the prophecies of the prophets and the creation of signs. And then the prophets told us that which Gd had told them, of
resurrection of the dead, for [then] it was easy to accept this.

Leads to Bad/Unproductive Behaviour

15.Don Isaac Abarbanel, Commentary to Vayikra 26:1 #1
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The first answer is that the good and bad mentioned in the passages of the covenant are neither reward nor punishment

for mitzvot. True reward or punishment would be spiritual, affecting the soul in the world of souls, and reward for mitzvot

is not in this world. The Torah did not want to mention reward for mitzvot and their true punishment, so that one would

serve his Creator altruistically, not due to expectation of punishment.

We Can Achieve it Here

16. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Kuzari 1:103-109 (Hirschfeld translation)
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103. ...Know that he who converses with a prophet experiences spiritualization during the time he listens to his oration.
He differs from his own kind in the purity of soul, in a yearning for the [higher] degrees and attachment to the qualities of
meekness and purity. This was a manifest proof to them, and a clear and convincing sign of reward hereafter. For the
only result to be expected from this is that the human soul becomes divine, being detached from material senses, joining
the highest world, and enjoying the vision of the divine light, and hearing the divine speech. Such a soul is safe from
death, even after its physical organs have perished. If thou, then, findest a religion the knowledge and practice of which
assists in the attainment of this degree, at the place pointed out and with the conditions laid down by it, this is beyond
doubt the religion which insures the immortality of the soul after the demise of the body.
104. Al Khazari: The anticipations of other churches are grosser and more sensuous than yours.
105. The Rabbi: They are none of them realized till after death, whilst during this life nothing points to them.
106. Al Khazari: May be; | have never seen any one who believed in these promises desire their speedy fulfilment. On
the contrary, if he could delay them a thousand years, and remain in the bonds of this life in spite of the hardship of this
world, he would prefer it.
107. The Rabbi: What is thy opinion concerning him who witnessed those grand and divine scenes?
108. Al Khazari: That he, no doubt, longs for the perpetual separation of his soul from his material senses, in order to
enjoy that light. It is such a person who would desire death.
109. The Rabbi: Now all that our promises imply is that we shall become connected with the divine influence by means
of prophecy, or something nearly approaching it, and also through our relation to the divine influence, as displayed to us
in grand and awe-inspiring miracles. Therefore we do not find in the Bible: 'If you keep this law, | will bring you after
death into beautiful gardens and great pleasures.' On the contrary it is said: 'You shall be my chosen people, and | will
be a Gd unto you, who will guide you. Whoever of you comes to me, and ascends to heaven, is as those who,
themselves, dwell among the angels, and my angels shall dwell among them on earth. You shall see them singly or in
hosts, watching you and fighting for you without your joining in the fight. You shall remain in the country which forms a
stepping-stone to this degree, viz. the Holy Land...

17.Talmud, Shabbat 152b
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The souls of the righteous are stored under the Divine Throne, as it is written, "The soul of my master should be bound in

the bond of life," and the souls of the wicked are imprisoned, and one angel stands at one end of the universe and the

other at the other end, and they catapult these souls from one to the other, as it is written, "And the souls of your enemies

will be catapulted in the bowl of the catapult.”

18.Talmud, Berachot 17a
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Rav regularly said: The next world is not like this one; the next world will not have eating, drinking, procreation,

commerce, jealousy, hatred or competition. Rather, the righteous will sit, with crowns on their heads, benefiting from the

radiance of the Shechinah, as it is written, 'And they envisioned Gd, and they ate and drank."'

19. Talmud, Shabbat 152a
A7120 097 TR 9 PIMI POTRY PUTR 90w TaPn (PR 027 AR — "nhy N0 DR oTRT 770 00"



"A person goes to the home of his world." Rabbi Yitzchak explained: Each righteous person receives a dwelling befitting
his honour.

20. Talmud, Bava Batra 74b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: Gd created everything in His world as male and female, including the beam leviathan and

the curved leviathan; He created them male and female, and were they to mate they would destroy the entire world.

What did Gd do? He neutered the male and slaughtered the female, and salted her away for the righteous for the future.

21.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah 8:1-2
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The good that is stored for the righteous is life in olam haba, and this is life without death, and good without bad. This is
what is written in the Torah (Devarim 22:7), "So that it will be good for you, and you will have long life." By tradition
they learned, "So that it will be good for you" is the world which is entirely good, and "You will have long life" is the
world that is entirely long, and this is olam haba. The reward of the righteous is that they will merit this pleasantness and
they will exist in this goodness, and the punishment of the wicked is that they will not merit this life, but will be cut off and
will die...
Olam haBa has neither body nor form in it, but only the souls of the righteous without a body, like the ministering
malachim. Since there are no bodies, there will be neither eating nor drinking nor any of the things that human bodies
need in this world. None of the events which happen to bodies in this world will happen there, like sitting and standing
and sleeping and death and sadness and laughter and the like. So the early sages said: The next world is not like this
one; the next world will not have eating, drinking, procreation, commerce, jealousy, hatred or competition. Rather, the
righteous will sit, with crowns on their heads, benefiting from the radiance of the Shechinah...
When they said, "The righteous will sit," that was an allegory, meaning that the righteous will exist there without struggle
and exhaustion. And so when they said, "crowns on their heads," that meant intellect, for they will know that due to their
intellect, which is with them, they earned life in the next world, and this is their crown... And what is the meaning of
"benefiting from the radiance of the Shechinah"2 That they know and grasp of the truth of Gd that which they did not
know when they were in the dark and lowly body.



