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Yeshayah, Week 29: Chapters 19-20 — Egypt’s Reform... and 222 2@?]@5@ ToRAN MIZION

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - forczyner@torontotorah.com

19:16-25 Five X177 21°2’s (continued)
1. Rashi’s ®an Tehillim 107:27, Shir haShirim 2:14

2. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 19:17
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It is from the language of “A chag for Gd annually.” Without a doubt, this is what Zecharyah 14:16 referred to, “And
all who remain from all of the nations who attacked Jerusalem, they shall ascend annually to bow before the King, Gd,
Master of Multitudes, and to celebrate the chag of Succot.” And this prophet already said (14:18), “And if the family
of Egypt will not ascend and will not come, will they not experience the plague Gd will bring against all of the nations
who do not ascend to celebrate the chag of Succot?” The simple explanation is of wonder: Do they think that the plague
Gd will bring against all of the nations who attacked Jerusalem will not be upon them? And this plague will be for Egypt
for not ascending to celebrate the chag of Succot. Upon this, in truth, it said here... They will fear the punishment of that
decree, which it called “the counsel of Gd,” and therefore they will ascend to Jerusalem to celebrate the chag of Gd,
for fear of the plague.

3. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 19:18
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To inform that there would be love and brotherhood between Egypt and Judeaq, it said that now Egypt would speak the
language of Canaan - they would have one language and many words due to their love, and also [they would be
aligned] in faith. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra wrote that this shows that the Canaanites spoke /ashon hakodesh, but this is
false testimony. It did not say “the language of Canaan” about the language of the Canaanites, but about the language
of Judah, who dwelled in Canaan.

4. Radak to Yeshayah 19:18
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It said “Canaan” because Egypt and Canaan were brothers, sons of Cham, and Canaan fell to Israel as a portion and
so Canaan became foreign to Egypt. Now they would return to it as though it belonged to their brethren, Canaan,
because they would consider Israel their brethren.

5. Talmud, Menachot 110a

TR RTA RTT IRMR ,2PRY TYT WAY AT ROAP A0 21 2307 2"ANK IR 0777 Y ORR
What is “A city of heres will be said of one of them”2 As Rav Yosef explained: The city of Beit Shemesh will be destroyed,
and it will be said that this was one of [those cities].

6. Two Approaches to the Egyptian (and Assyrian) Reform
(1) These nations are accepted by Gd, when they accept Gd
(2) These nations remain on a lower level

7. Tosafot to Menachot 109b mwwm
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This is surprising; there is a prohibition against slaughter outside [the Beit haMikdash]! It appears that this was for
Noachides, bringing offerings for those who vowed such voluntary offerings.



8. Abarbanel to Daniel 11:14
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All of these passages cry out that this destruction of Egypt is not one of the aforementioned, which happened in the past,

and that altar is not catalyzed by the fall of Sancherev, and also not from Chonyo the kohen, for then it would be an

altar for idolatry, or at least a criminal act of slaughter and offering outside [the Beit haMikdash]. How could he prophesy

and pledge this, as though heralding benefit and glory?...

9. Radak to Yeshayah 19:23
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“And Egypt shall serve ef Assyria” — Meaning “with Assyria”. Both will serve Gd, and Israel will be the third with them.

10. Malbim to Yeshayah 19:22 (Approach 1)
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He says that from now on, Gd will not act with Egypt as He acts with other nations of those who are rejected in His
eyes, whom He strikes as vengeance to destroy and swallow up the nation [for its sins]. Not so for Egypt. Only, when
Gd strikes Egypt it will be for healing, such that when they veer from the straight path Gd will strike them, so that via the
blow they will take it to heart... and He will heal them.

11.Talmud, Megilah 13b (Approach 2)
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Gd does not strike Israel unless He creates the cure for them first, as in Hosheia 7:1, “When | healed [lit. ‘wished to

heal’] Israel, and the sin of Ephraim was revealed.” But not so for the nations; He strikes them and then He creates a

cure for them, as in, “And Gd will strike Egypt, striking and healing.”

12. Problematic partnerships ~ Kings Il 15:19; Lamentations 4:17, 5:6; Hosea 12:2

13.lbn Ezra to Yeshayah 19:24 (Approach 1)
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There will be, in Assyria, people who recognize Gd, and in Egypt more. And in Israel shall be blessing, for Egypt will
bless themselves with them, and those of Assyria [who] will recognize Gd.

14. Rashi to Yeshayah 19:24 (Approach 2)
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The prophet said that via the miracle He performs for Chizkiyahu, the name of Israel will be elevated, and Israel will be
viewed like one of these nations, for blessing and greatness.

15.Radak to Yeshayah 19:25 (Approach 1)
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“Blessed is My nation, Egypt” who returned to be My nation. “And My handiwork, Assyria” — who recognized that they
are My handiwork, and | am Gd and there is no other. “And My portion, Israel” — Israel, My portion from long ago...

16. Rashi to Yeshayah 19:25 (Approach 2)
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“Blessed is My nation” — Israel, who | selected as My nation when they were in Egypt.



Conversion in the time of Mashiach, Revisited
17. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 39:14
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“The nefesh they made in Charan”... Rav Huna said: Avraham converted the men, and Sarah converted the women.

18. Talmud, Yevamot 47b
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Once he accepts, we circumcise him immediately. Why2 We do not delay a mitzvah.

19. Talmud, Pesachim 87b
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Israel was exiled among the nations only so that converts would be added to them.

20. Michah 4:1-3
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21.Zecharyah 14:16
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22.Yeshayah 66:23
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23.Yeshayah 56:6-7
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24 . Yoel 3:1-2
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25. Zecharyah 2:15
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26. Malbim to Zecharyah 2:15
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“And many nations will join Gd” - they will convert and accept the religion of truth.

27 . Menachem Begin, Basic Outlines of our Life-Worldview and National Outlook

Israel's prophets and seers, from whom we have inherited the aspiration for justice that guide our repose, elevated
visions that are very difficult to realize... Their vision is a vision of truth, because even beyond the historical horizon,
beyond "the end of days", they did not promise to abolish any difference. Indeed, "at the end of days" nation will not
raise sword against nation, but even then there will be many "nations"; and while "at the end of days" devouring hatred
will disappear for "the wolf will lie down with the lamb", but even then the differences between one species and another
will not be eliminated. In other words - if one expands the symbolic meaning of the metaphor — the differences between
a person and his fellow will not disappear with the desired disappearance of the hatred between them.



28.Zecharyah 14:16-19
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29.Talmud, Avodah Zarah 3a
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They said, "Master of the Universe! Give it to us from the start and we will do it!" Gd said to them: Worldlass fools!

One who worked before Shabbat shall eat on Shabbat; one who did not work before Shabbat, how shall he eat on
Shabbat?

30. Talmud, Yevamot 24b
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Our Sages taught: We do not accept converts in the time of Mashiach. Similarly, they did not accept converts in the
time of David or the time of Solomon.

31.Different stages  http://dafyomi.co.il/sanhedrin/insites/sn-dt-090.htm

20:1-6 What is that22

32.Talmud, Yoma 77a
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33. Rashi to Yeshayah 20:2
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34. Malbim to Yeshayah 20:2
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35.Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 2:46
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36. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 20
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37. Abarbanel to Yeshayah 20:6
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