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10:1-6 Shemuel and Shaul meet (continued)

1. Ramban (13 century Spain), Commentary to Bereishit 12:6

PIRI DANAR DR 7P PO 109 ...0%10 9 DY NAYRM TN NN 1T D10 DR T 1M RN WRI P DT 9D 00 v
LV MWYAY TNV 952 NMIRT 7 AU

Know that all of the celestial decrees become irreversibly enduring once they cease being decrees and become active...

And therefore Gd had Abraham begin to take control of Israel, and He made Abraham model all that would happen

with his descendants.

2. Rabbi Judah Loeb [Maharal] (16 century Prague), Beer haGolah, Be’er 2:7
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Now, know and understand this, for it is an amazing insight, to create for a heavenly decree an emulation and sign
below, so that the good will come to pass and the decree will be fulfilled for the good. Therefore, it is fitting to create a
sign and emulation, as we find the prophets did. This is the matter of emulating in eating (seeing) at the start of the year
items which have a good sign, so that the decree will emerge into reality, and the good decree will thereby be fulfilled.
This is not nichush; it is only preparation for the fulfillment of the decree for the good. This is what they meant with “Since
we say that signs are substantive,” for it is substantive in this regard, that via the sign the decree will emerge into positive

reality.

3. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 10:1
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Why wasn't Shaul anointed before the nation, as Shlomo was? It appears to me that Shemuel anointed Shaul so that
the spirit of Gd would be manifest upon him and he would become a new man (for anointing prepares him to receive
Divine spirit, and to sanctify him. And because [Shemuel] was going to cast lots, therefore the anointing was hidden.
Had it been public, the lottery would have been superfluous, and they would have said that Shemuel did this
independently. Therefore, he anointed him in hiding.)

4. Talmud, Horiyot 11b
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“My horn [pride] is elevated in my Gd” - ‘my horn is elevated’, not ‘my jug is elevated’. David and Solomon were
anointed with a horn, and their reign endured. Saul and Yehu were anointed with a jug, and their reign did not endure.

5. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 70:12
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All kisses are for #iflut, other than three: A kiss of elevation, a kiss of intervals, a kiss of separation... Rabbi Tanchuma

said: Also a kiss of relatives...

6. The signs
e 2 men in Tzeltzach tell you the donkeys have been found (10:2)
e 3 men going to Gd in Beit El, with 3 goats, 3 loaves and wine, give you 2 loaves of bread (10:3-4)
e Prophets meet you at Gd’s hill, a Plishti site, with instruments, and you become a prophet (10:5-4)



Radak Abarbanel Malbim
Metamorphosis Prophet Prophet and King King of a Diverse Nation
2 men in Tzeltzach e Family: Donkeys are Found | People who are like graves
3 men in Beit El Place of Prophecy King: 3 Types of Ruler | People who bring korbanot
Prophets at Gd’s hill Becoming a Prophet Man of Gd People who become godly

7. Radak to Shemuel | 10:3-5
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10:3 - ...Beit El was always a sacred place, site of an altar, and people went there to pray, and it was a place of

prophecy, as [Yaakov] said, “And this is the gate of Heaven,” meaning a gate at which to learn what is decreed for the

lower world from the heavens...

10:5 - For the Philistines ruled over Israel, and they had rulers appointed over Israel there... And Shemuel told him:

There the spirit of Gd will be manifest upon you, for two reasons: The Aron was there, and the Philistine rulers were

there. He hinted to him to remove them from there, and rescue Israel from their hands.

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 10:7
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But why did Shemuel give Shaul these three signs... The prophet estimated three aspects in Shaul: With his family and
its affairs, with the Jews as their king, and with Gd to complete his soul, which is the goal of all goals. This is a natural
level from birth, a level of proper conduct (2) in leading his nation, and a Divine level in adhering to Gd. The first is as

a living creature, the second is as a human being, and the third as a godly being.

Sign #1 Family needs “And you shall move on from there”
Sign #2 Relationship with the Jews Taking neither predatory meat nor wine, but accepting bread
Sign #3 Spiritual inspiration Fighting the wars of Gd, Completing his soul

9. Malbim to Shemuel | 10:2-5
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With these signs, he hinted to him the nature of the nation he would lead, and how he would relate to each of the

groups who would be led among his nation. For three different groups are found among the nation:

Group 1 Live for animal needs First, as the majority They seek needs or wealth
Their soul is buried in a grave They are remote, but they won't attack

Group 2 Involved in serving Gd They bring korbanot, with three levels of motivation. They support you

Group 3 Godly people



