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Joshua 4

(1) When the entire nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to
Joshua, (2) “Select twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, (3) and
instruct them as follows: Pick up twelve stones from the spot exactly in the middle of
the Jordan, where the priests’ feet are standing; take them along with you and
deposit them in the place where you will spend the night.” (4) Joshua summoned the
twelve men whom he had designated among the Israelites, one from each tribe; (5)
and Joshua said to them, “Walk up to the Ark of the LORD your God, in the middle
of the Jordan, and each of you lift a stone onto his shoulder—corresponding to the
number of the tribes of Israel. (6) This shall serve as a symbol among you: in time to
come, when your children ask, ‘What is the meaning of these stones for you?’ (7)
you shall tell them, ‘The waters of the Jordan were cut off because of the Ark of the
LORD’s Covenant; when it passed through the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were
cut off.” And so these stones shall serve the people of Israel as a memorial for all
time.” (8) The Israelites did as Joshua ordered. They picked up twelve stones,
corresponding to the number of the tribes of Israel, from the middle of the Jordan—
as the LORD had charged Joshua—and they took them along with them to their
night encampment and deposited them there. (9) Joshua also set up twelve stones in
the middle of the Jordan, at the spot where the feet of the priests bearing the Ark of
the Covenant had stood; and they have remained there to this day. (10) The priests
who bore the Ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until all the
instructions that the LORD had ordered Joshua to convey to the people had been
carried out. And so the people speedily crossed over, just as Moses had assured
Joshua in his charge to him. (11) And when all the people finished crossing, the Ark
of the LORD and the priests advanced to the head of the people. (12) The
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh went across armed in the van
of the Israelites, as Moses had charged them. (13) About forty thousand shock troops
went across, at the instance of the LORD, to the steppes of Jericho for battle. (14) On
that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, so that they revered him
all his days as they had revered Moses. (15) The LORD said to Joshua, (16)
“Command the priests who bear the Ark of the Pact to come up out of the Jordan.”
(17) So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” (18) As soon as
the priests who bore the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant came up out of the Jordan,
and the feet of the priests stepped onto the dry ground, the waters of the Jordan
resumed their course, flowing over its entire bed as before. (19) The people came up
from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped at Gilgal on the
eastern border of Jericho. (20) And Joshua set up in Gilgal the twelve stones they had
taken from the Jordan. (21) He charged the Israelites as follows: “In time to come,
when your children ask their fathers, ‘What is the meaning of those stones?’ (22) tell
your children: ‘Here the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry land.’ (23) For the
LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you crossed, just
as the LORD your God did to the Sea of Reeds, which He dried up before us until
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we crossed. (24) Thus all the peoples of the earth shall know how mighty is the hand
of the LORD, and you shall fear the LORD your God always.”
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Sotah 34a

While the Jewish people were still in the Jordan, Joshua said to them: Know for
what purpose you are crossing the Jordan. It is in order to drive out the
inhabitants of the land from before you, as it is stated: “And you shall drive out
all the inhabitants of the land from before you” (Numbers 33:52). If you will do
so, then all is well, but if not, water will come and drown otikhem. The Gemara
asks: What is the meaning of the word otikhem? The Gemara explains: It is a
combination of the words me [oti] and you [etkhem]....Rabbi Yehuda says: Abba
Halafta, and Rabbi Eliezer ben Matya, and Hananya ben Hakhinai stood on
those same stones that the Jewish people took from the Jordan, and they measured
them and found that each and every one weighed about forty se’a. And it is
learned as a tradition that a load that one can lift onto his shoulders is one-third of
the weight of the load that he can carry when others load it onto him.
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Sotah 35a

§ The Gemara returns to discuss the entry of the Jewish people into Eretz Yisrael.
And once the last one of the Jewish people ascended out of the Jordan, the water
returned to its place, as it is stated: “And it came to pass, as the priests that bore
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord came up out of the midst of the Jordan, as
soon as the soles of the priests’ feet were drawn up unto the dry ground, that the
waters of the Jordan returned to their place, and went over all its banks, as it
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had before” (Joshua 4:18). The Gemara understands that the priests who carried the
Ark stood in the water until all of the Jewish people passed through the Jordan. Once
all the Jewish people had reached the other side of the Jordan, the priests stepped
back from the water and the Jordan returned to its natural state. It follows that the
Ark and its bearers and the priests were on one side of the Jordan, the east side,
and the rest of the Jewish people were on the other side, the west side.
Subsequently, the Ark carried its bearers in the air and crossed the Jordan, as it is
stated: “When all the people were completely passed over, the Ark of the Lord
passed on, and the priests, before the people” (Joshua 4:11).
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Sotah 35b

8 The Gemara returns to the discussion of how the Ark was brought into Eretz
Yisrael. You are found saying that there were three sets of stones. One is a set that
Moses erected in the land of Moab, as it is stated: “Beyond the Jordan, in the
land of Moab, Moses took upon himself to expound [be’er] this law, saying”
(Deuteronomy 1:5). And it states there with regard to the mitzva to erect the stones
on Mount Ebal: “And you shall write on the stones all the words of this law clearly
elucidated [ba’er]” (Deuteronomy 27:8). It is derived through a verbal analogy
between the word “be’er” that appears with regard to Moses, and the word “ba’er”
that appears with regard to the mitzva to write the Torah on the stones on Mount
Ebal that Moses also wrote down the Torah on stones. And there is one set that
Joshua erected in the Jordan, as it is stated: “Joshua also set up twelve stones in
the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests that bore the Ark
of the Covenant stood, and they are there to this day” (Joshua 4:9). And there is one
set that Joshua erected in Gilgal, as it is stated: “And these twelve stones, which
they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal” (Joshua 4:20).
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