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The Splitting of the Sea Take Two

Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Joshua 3

(1) Early next morning, Joshua and all the
Israelites set out from Shittim and
marched to the Jordan. They did not
cross immediately, but spent the night
there. (2) Three days later, the officials
went through the camp (3) and charged
the people as follows: “When you see the
Ark of the Covenant of the LORD your
God being borne by the levitical priests,
you shall move forward. Follow it— (4)
but keep a distance of some two thousand
cubits from it, never coming any closer to
it—so that you may know by what route
to march, since it is a road you have not
traveled before.” (5) And Joshua said to
the people, “Purify yourselves, for
tomorrow the LORD will perform
wonders in your midst.” (6) Then Joshua
ordered the priests, “Take up the Ark of
the Covenant and advance to the head of
the people.” And they took up the Ark of
the Covenant and marched at the head of
the people. (7) The LORD said to Joshua,
“This day, for the first time, I will exalt
you in the sight of all Israel, so that they
shall know that I will be with you as I
was with Moses. (8) For your part,
command the priests who carry the Ark
of the Covenant as follows: When you
reach the edge of the waters of the
Jordan, make a halt in the Jordan.” (9)
And Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come
closer and listen to the words of the
LORD your God. (10) By this,” Joshua
continued, “you shall know that a living
God is among you, and that He will
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dispossess for you the Canaanites,
Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites,
Amorites, and Jebusites: (11) the Ark of
the Covenant of the Sovereign of all the
earth is advancing before you into the
Jordan. (12) Now select twelve men from
the tribes of Israel, one man from each
tribe. (13) When the feet of the priests
bearing the Ark of the LORD, the
Sovereign of all the earth, come to rest in
the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan—the water coming from upstream
—will be cut off and will stand in a single
heap.” (14) When the people set out from
their encampment to cross the Jordan, the
priests bearing the Ark of the Covenant
were at the head of the people. (15) Now
the Jordan keeps flowing over its entire
bed throughout the harvest season. But as
soon as the bearers of the Ark reached
the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
bearing the Ark dipped into the water at
its edge, (16) the waters coming down
from upstream piled up in a single heap a
great way off, at Adam, the town next to
Zarethan; and those flowing away
downstream to the Sea of the Arabah (the
Dead Sea) ran out completely. So the
people crossed near Jericho. (17) The
priests who bore the Ark of the LORD’s
Covenant stood on dry land exactly in the
middle of the Jordan, while all Israel
crossed over on dry land, until the entire
nation had finished crossing the Jordan.

Numbers 10:35

(35) When the Ark was to set out, Moses
would say: Advance, O LORD! May
Your enemies be scattered, And may
Your foes flee before You!

Sotah 33b

§ The Sages taught (Tosefta 8:1): How
did the Jewish people cross the Jordan?
Every day the Ark would travel behind
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the two flags of Judah and Reuben, but NN D720 NIX 130 (X L,3 D)
on that day the Ark traveled in front, as 01”1 0P 22 02197 20 PIRa D
it is stated: “Behold, the Ark of the TR DA KT DX PR oo
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passing before you” (Joshua 3:11). On rm e, i) :

every other day, the Levites would JNXPRUANT D127 2371 M2 M
carry the Ark, but on this day the AW NIK 0P 2T XIN N
priests carried it, as is stated: “And NN NX 02372 WKW Mmpn
when the soles of the feet of the priests DX 1207w 7T DX 178w

that bear the Ark of the Lord, the Lord
of all the earth, shall rest” (Joshua 3:13).
It is taught in a baraita (Tosefta 8:2) that
Rabbi Yosei says: In three different
places the priests carried the Ark. They
carried it when the Jewish people crossed
the Jordan, and when they surrounded
Jericho (Joshua 6:6), and when they
returned it to its proper place in the
Holy of Holies during the reign of King
Solomon (I Kings 8:6).
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