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Chapter 2: Rachav
Source Sheet by Rabbi Federgrun

Congregation Schara Tzedeck

Joshua 2 יהושע ב׳
ים  ן־הַשִּׁטִּ֞ עַ־בִּן־נ֠וּן מִֽ (א) וַיִּשְׁלַ֣ח יְהוֹשֻׁ֣

ר לְכ֛וּ  רֶשׁ לֵאמֹ֔ ים מְרַגְּלִים֙ חֶ֣ שְׁנַיִֽם־אֲנָשִׁ֤
יָּבֹאוּ  לְכ֜וּ וַ֠ רֶץ וְאֶת־יְרִיח֑וֹ וַיֵּ֨ רְא֥וּ אֶת־הָאָ֖

ב  הּ רָחָ֖ ה זוֹנָ֛ה וּשְׁמָ֥ בֵּית־אִשָּׁ֥
לֶ� יְרִיח֖וֹ  ר לְמֶ֥ מָּה׃ (ב) וַיֵּאָ֣מַ֔ וַיִּשְׁכְּבוּ־שָֽׁ
יְלָה  נָּה הַלַּ֛ אוּ הֵ֧ נָשִׁים בָּ֣ ר הִנֵּ֣ה אֲ֠ לֵאמֹ֑

רֶץ׃ (ג)  ר אֶת־הָאָֽ ל לַחְפֹּ֥ מִבְּנֵי֥ יִשְׂרָאֵ֖
ר  ב לֵאמֹ֑ לֶ� יְרִיח֔וֹ אֶל־רָחָ֖ וַיִּשְׁלַח֙ מֶ֣

ים אֵלַיִ֙֙�  ים הַבָּאִ֤ ה֠וֹצִיאִי הָאֲנָשִׁ֨
ר  י לַחְפֹּ֥ � כִּ֛ אוּ לְבֵיתֵ֔ אֲשֶׁר־בָּ֣

ה  אִשָּׁ֛ רֶץ בָּֽאוּ׃ (ד) וַתִּקַּח֧ הָֽ אֶת־כָּל־הָאָ֖
ן  אמֶר ׀ כֵּ֗ ים וַֽתִּצְפְּנ֑וֹ וַתֹּ֣ אֶת־שְׁנֵי֥ הָאֲנָשִׁ֖

יִן  עְתִּי מֵאַ֥ ים וְ֥�א יָדַ֖ אֲנָשִׁ֔ אוּ אֵלַי֙ הָֽ בָּ֤
שֶׁ֙�  עַר לִסְגּ֗וֹר בַּחֹ֙ י הַשַּׁ֜ מָּה׃ (ה) וַיְהִ֨ הֵֽ

נָה הָלְכ֖וּ  עְתִּי אָ֥ אוּ ֣�א יָדַ֔ ים יָצָ֔ וְהָאֲנָשִׁ֣
י  ם כִּ֥ ר אַחֲרֵיהֶ֖ ים רִדְפ֥וּ מַהֵ֛ אֲנָשִׁ֑ הָֽ
תַם הַגָּ֑גָה  יא הֶעֱלָ֣ תַשִּׂיגֽוּם׃ (ו) וְהִ֖

הּ  ץ הָעֲרֻכ֥וֹת לָ֖ י הָעֵ֔ וַֽתִּטְמְנֵם֙ בְּפִשְׁתֵּ֣
חֲרֵיהֶם֙  ים רָדְפ֤וּ אַֽ עַל־הַגָּגֽ׃ (ז) וְהָאֲנָשִׁ֗

רוּ  עַר סָגָ֔ מַּעְבְּר֑וֹת וְהַשַּׁ֣ ל הַֽ ן עַ֖ רֶ� הַיַּרְדֵּ֔ דֶּ֣
ם׃  ים אַחֲרֵיהֶֽ ר יָצְא֥וּ הָרדְֹפִ֖ י כַּאֲשֶׁ֛ אַחֲרֵ֕
ה  יא עָלְתָ֥ רֶם יִשְׁכָּב֑וּן וְהִ֛ מָּה טֶ֣ (ח) וְהֵ֖

אמֶר֙  ם עַל־הַגָּגֽ׃ (ט) וַתֹּ֙ עֲלֵיהֶ֖
ם  ן יְהוָ֛ה לָכֶ֖ י־נָתַ֧ עְתִּי כִּֽ ים יָדַ֕ אֲנָשִׁ֔ אֶל־הָ֣
ינוּ  ימַתְכֶם֙ עָלֵ֔ ה אֵֽ י־נָפְלָ֤ רֶץ וְכִֽ אֶת־הָאָ֑

י  רֶץ מִפְּנֵיכֶֽם׃ (י) כִּ֣ י הָאָ֖ גוּ כָּל־יֹשְׁבֵ֥ י נָמֹ֛ וְכִ֥
י  ישׁ יְהוָ֜ה אֶת־מֵ֤ ת אֲשֶׁר־הוֹבִ֨ עְנוּ אֵ֠ שָׁמַ֗

יִם  ם מִמִּצְרָ֑ ם בְּצֵאתְכֶ֖ יַם־סוּף֙ מִפְּנֵיכֶ֔
י  י הָאֱמֹרִ֜ ם לִשְׁנֵי֩ מַלְכֵ֨ ר עֲשִׂיתֶ֡ וַאֲשֶׁ֣

֔ ל ל ֙ ֨

(1) Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two 
spies from Shittim, saying, “Go, 
reconnoiter the region of Jericho.” So 
they set out, and they came to the house 
of a harlot named Rahab and lodged 
there. (2) The king of Jericho was told, 
“Some men have come here tonight, 
Israelites, to spy out the country.” (3) The 
king of Jericho thereupon sent orders to 
Rahab: “Produce the men who came to 
you and entered your house, for they 
have come to spy out the whole country.”
(4) The woman, however, had taken the 
two men and hidden them. “It is true,” 
she said, “the men did come to me, but I 
didn’t know where they were from. (5) 
And at dark, when the gate was about to 
be closed, the men left; and I don’t know 
where the men went. Quick, go after 
them, for you can overtake them.”— (6) 
Now she had taken them up to the roof 
and hidden them under some stalks of 
flax which she had lying on the roof.— 
(7) So the men pursued them in the 
direction of the Jordan down to the fords; 
and no sooner had the pursuers gone out 
than the gate was shut behind them. (8) 
The spies had not yet gone to sleep when 
she came up to them on the roof. (9) She 
said to the men, “I know that the LORD 
has given the country to you, because 
dread of you has fallen upon us, and all 
the inhabitants of the land are quaking 
before you. (10) For we have heard how 
the LORD dried up the waters of the Sea 
of Reeds for you when you left Egypt, 
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ר  ן וּלְע֔וֹג אֲשֶׁ֥ בֶר הַיַּרְדֵּן֙ לְסִיחֹ֣ ר בְּעֵ֤ אֲשֶׁ֨
ס  ם׃ (יא) וַנִּשְׁמַע֙ וַיִּמַּ֣ ם אוֹתָֽ הֶחֱרַמְתֶּ֖

ישׁ  מָה ע֥וֹד ר֛וּחַ בְּאִ֖ נוּ וְ�א־קָ֨ לְבָבֵ֔
ם ה֤וּא אֱ�הִים֙  י יְהוָה֣ אֱֽ�הֵיכֶ֔ ם כִּ֚ מִפְּנֵיכֶ֑
חַת׃ (יב)  רֶץ מִתָּֽ עַל וְעַל־הָאָ֖ יִם מִמַּ֔ בַּשָּׁמַ֣
יתִי  יהוָה֔ כִּי־עָשִׂ֥ בְעוּ־נָא֥ לִי֙ בַּֽ ה הִשָּֽׁ וְעַתָּ֗

ם  ם גַּם־אַתֶּ֜ סֶד וַעֲשִׂיתֶ֨ ם חָ֑ עִמָּכֶ֖
י א֥וֹת  ם לִ֖ סֶד וּנְתַתֶּ֥ ית אָבִי֙ חֶ֔ עִם־בֵּ֤

י  י וְאֶת־אִמִּ֗ ם אֶת־אָבִ֣ ת׃ (יג) וְהַחֲיִתֶ֞ אֱמֶֽ
ת  י] וְאֵ֖ וְאֶת־אַחַי֙ וְאֶת־אחותי [אַחְיוֹתַ֔

ינוּ  ם אֶת־נַפְשֹׁתֵ֖ ם וְהִצַּלְתֶּ֥ ר לָהֶ֑ כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֣
נוּ  ים נַפְשֵׁ֤ אמְרוּ לָ֣הּ הָאֲנָשִׁ֗ וֶת׃ (יד) וַיֹּ֧ מִמָּֽ

ידוּ  ם ֣�א תַגִּ֔ תַחְתֵּיכֶם֙ לָמ֔וּת אִ֚
ה בְּתֵת־יְהוָה֥ לָנ֙וּ֙  נוּ זֶה֑ וְהָיָ֗ אֶת־דְּבָרֵ֖

ת׃  סֶד וֶאֱמֶֽ � חֶ֥ ינוּ עִמָּ֖ רֶץ וְעָשִׂ֥ אֶת־הָאָ֔
י  חַלּ֑וֹן כִּ֤ ד הַֽ בֶל בְּעַ֣ ם בַּחֶ֖ (טו) וַתּוֹרִדֵ֥
יא  ה הִ֥ ה וּבַֽחוֹמָ֖ חוֹמָ֔ בֵיתָהּ֙ בְּקִי֣ר הַֽ

כוּ  רָה לֵּ֔ אמֶר לָהֶם֙ הָהָ֣ בֶת׃ (טז) וַתֹּ֤ יוֹשָֽׁ
מָּה  ם שָׁ֜ ים וְנַחְבֵּתֶ֨ ם הָרדְֹפִ֑ ן־יִפְגְּע֥וּ בָכֶ֖ פֶּֽ

ר  ים וְאַחַ֖ דְפִ֔ ד שׁ֣וֹב הָרֹֽ ים עַ֚ שְׁ֣�שֶׁת יָמִ֗
יהָ  תֵּלְכ֥וּ לְדַרְכְּכֶֽם׃ (יז) וַיֹּאמְר֥וּ אֵלֶ֖

� הַזֶּ֖ה  חְנוּ מִשְּׁבֻעָתֵ֥ ים נְקִיִּ֣ם אֲנַ֔ הָאֲנָשִׁ֑
ים  נוּ׃ (יח) הִנֵּ֛ה אֲנַחְ֥נוּ בָאִ֖ ר הִשְׁבַּעְתָּֽ אֲשֶׁ֥

ה  י הַזֶּ֜ ת חוּט֩ הַשָּׁנִ֨ רֶץ אֶת־תִּקְוַ֡ בָּאָ֑
נוּ ב֔וֹ  ר הוֹרַדְתֵּ֣ י בַּֽחַלּוֹן֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ תִּקְשְׁרִ֗

יִ� וְאֵת֙  � וְאֶת־אַחַ֗ י� וְאֶת־אִמֵּ֜ וְאֶת־אָבִ֨
יְתָה׃  יִ� הַבָּֽ י אֵלַ֖ י� תַּאַסְפִ֥ ית אָבִ֔ כָּל־בֵּ֣

� ׀  י בֵיתֵ֧ ל אֲשֶׁר־יֵצֵא֩ מִדַּלְתֵ֨ ה כֹּ֣ (יט) וְהָיָ֡
כֹל  הַח֛וּצָה דָּמ֥וֹ בְראֹשׁ֖וֹ וַאֲנַ֣חְנוּ נְקִיִּ֑ם וְ֠

נוּ  יִת דָּמ֣וֹ בְראֹשֵׁ֔ ר יִהְֽיֶ֤ה אִתָּ֙� בַּבַּ֔ אֲשֶׁ֨
ידִי  הְיֶה־בּֽוֹ׃ (כ) וְאִם־תַּגִּ֖ אִם־יָ֖ד תִּֽ

 � נוּ זֶה֑ וְהָיִי֣נוּ נְקִיִּ֔ם מִשְּׁבֻעָתֵ֖ אֶת־דְּבָרֵ֣
ם  אמֶר֙ כְּדִבְרֵיכֶ֣ נוּ׃ (כא) וַתֹּ֙ ר הִשְׁבַּעְתָּֽ אֲשֶׁ֥

ר  ם וַיֵּלֵ֑כוּ וַתִּקְשֹׁ֛ כֶּן־ה֔וּא וַֽתְּשַׁלְּחֵ֖
אוּ  י בַּחַלּֽוֹן׃ (כב) וַיֵּלְכוּ֙ וַיָּבֹ֣ אֶת־תִּקְוַ֥ת הַשָּׁנִ֖

ים  רָה וַיֵּ֤שְׁבוּ שָׁם֙ שְׁ֣�שֶׁת יָמִ֔ הָהָ֔
ים  ים וַיְבַקְשׁ֧וּ הָרדְֹפִ֛ בוּ הָרדְֹפִ֑ עַד־שָׁ֖

י  בוּ שְׁנֵ֤ אוּ׃ (כג) וַיָּשֻׁ֜ רֶ� וְ֥�א מָצָֽ בְּכָל־הַדֶּ֖
֔ ֙ ֔ ֙

and what you did to Sihon and Og, the 
two Amorite kings across the Jordan, 
whom you doomed. (11) When we heard 
about it, we lost heart, and no man had 
any more spirit left because of you; for 
the LORD your God is the only God in 
heaven above and on earth below. (12) 
Now, since I have shown loyalty to you, 
swear to me by the LORD that you in 
turn will show loyalty to my family. 
Provide me with a reliable sign (13) that 
you will spare the lives of my father and 
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all 
who belong to them, and save us from 
death.” (14) The men answered her, “Our 
persons are pledged for yours, even to 
death! If you do not disclose this mission 
of ours, we will show you true loyalty 
when the LORD gives us the land.” (15) 
She let them down by a rope through the 
window—for her dwelling was at the 
outer side of the city wall and she lived in 
the actual wall. (16) She said to them, 
“Make for the hills, so that the pursuers 
may not come upon you. Stay there in 
hiding three days, until the pursuers 
return; then go your way.” (17) But the 
men warned her, “We will be released 
from this oath which you have made us 
take (18) [unless,] when we invade the 
country, you tie this length of crimson 
cord to the window through which you 
let us down. Bring your father, your 
mother, your brothers, and all your family 
together in your house; (19) and if anyone 
ventures outside the doors of your house, 
his blood will be on his head, and we 
shall be clear. But if a hand is laid on 
anyone who remains in the house with 
you, his blood shall be on our heads. (20) 
And if you disclose this mission of ours, 
we shall likewise be released from the 
oath which you made us take.” (21) She 
replied, “Let it be as you say.”  She sent 
them on their way, and they left; and she 
tied the crimson cord to the window. (22) 
They went straight to the hills and stayed 
there three days, until the pursuers turned 
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אוּ  ר וַיַּעַבְרוּ֙ וַיָּבֹ֔ הָהָ֔ אֲנָשִׁים֙ וַיֵּרְד֣וּ מֵֽ הָֽ
ת  פְּרוּ־ל֔וֹ אֵ֥ עַ בִּן־נ֑וּן וַיְסַ֨ אֶל־יְהוֹשֻׁ֖
ם׃ (כד) וַיֹּאמְרוּ֙  כָּל־הַמֹּצְא֖וֹת אוֹתָֽ

נוּ  ן יְהוָ֛ה בְּיָדֵ֖ י־נָתַ֧ עַ כִּֽ אֶל־יְהוֹשֻׁ֔
י  גוּ כָּל־יֹשְׁבֵ֥ רֶץ וְגַם־נָמֹ֛ אֶת־כָּל־הָאָ֑

רֶץ מִפָּנֵיֽנוּ׃ (ס) הָאָ֖

back. And so the pursuers, searching all 
along the road, did not find them. (23) 
Then the two men came down again from 
the hills and crossed over. They came to 
Joshua son of Nun and reported to him 
all that had happened to them. (24) They 
said to Joshua, “The LORD has delivered 
the whole land into our power; in fact, all 
the inhabitants of the land are quaking 
before us.”

Megillah 14b מגילה י״ד ב
 תסתיים שמעתא דאיגיירא ונסבה 

יהושע ומי הוו ליה זרעא ליהושע 
והכתיב (דברי הימים א ז, כז) נון בנו 
יהושע בנו בני לא הוו ליה בנתן הוו 

ליה

For Rahab converted and married 
Joshua, and therefore Huldah descended 
from both Joshua and Rahab. The 
Gemara raises a difficulty: But did 
Joshua have any descendants? But isn’t 
it written in the genealogical list of the 
tribe of Ephraim: “Nun his son, Joshua 
his son” (I Chronicles 7:27)? The listing 
does not continue any further, implying 
that Joshua had no sons. The Gemara 
answers: Indeed, he did not have sons, 
but he did have daughters.

Zevachim 116b זבחים קט״ז ב
אמרו בת י' שנים היתה כשיצאו 

ישראל ממצרים וזנתה [כל] מ' שנה 
שהיו ישראל במדבר אחר נ' שנה 

נתגיירה אמרה יהא מחול לי בשכר 
חבל חלון ופשתים:

The Gemara adds that the Sages said with 
regard to Rahab: She was ten years old 
when the Jewish people left Egypt, and 
she engaged in prostitution all forty 
years that the Jewish people were in the 
wilderness. After that, when she was 
fifty years old, she converted when the 
two spies visited her. She said: May all of 
my sins of prostitution be forgiven me as 
a reward for having endangered myself 
with the rope, window, and flax, by 
means of which I saved Joshua’s two 
spies. Rahab first concealed the spies in 
stalks of flax, and later assisted them in 
exiting her home by lowering them from 
the window with a rope (see Joshua 2:6 
and 2:15).
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