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Lag bOmer —What's It All About?
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In this printed version of 0»n yy M9, the date is recorded as the day of *2v7’s passing — but why was the other rabbi saying nmi on that
day? And why was it the day of »"aw7’s rejoicing, such that oni was inappropriate?
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R. Moshe Sopher (1910 onn — d. 1839) was reluctant to join the festivities in nax and questioned the propriety of establishing a new
feast-day; he further challenged the propriety of making any city outside of m9wy1’ a focal point of celebration and associated it with
a Divine plan to keep ©9w19 from being rebuilt, as the time was not ripe...

7/75/7 71200 mm oI Mo - omy a1 3
JIRWI 10 TPON2I MTWNI 10212170 DAY NN D179 NDHN DI DINRI NIXY DI 170 DM DIXY DI TY WITHI VW 1INR
39001 1R 379 1933 DN N¥PN 03 T YV Ipaa oI DY 1Y oM 1o

279 [1] 77T IW1aWs oo paw Do T (02) 5710 100 (G
YR 5730 NN IR ANV 21792 NPNN DMK RYOIHIND R¥INI .NPNN KRR INW PRI 1™ RIN DY 1mva 3"
DIMRY D7 P INAT DIVA ,ANNY DY 9MP 27 D12 PYIY DIpN YIN NIRY TY N0 N INN Y7 rTNYNT RINIA RIIRT
112 517 DY N NN MY T N800 YW DY VRN 1N DT ROV 1NN RY NIND R7RY DY 931,900 MMIY 1yawa nynn jna
ININNY PYVIY INNY 012 279 MR 1YIVI 129,02 27 97NN RYT RN 1279 10D 19 ,MINAY 11,1100 TRRY I7RY 019 ,N"M)
9tY nnnw

axn o orn nnn pw nsy 5
TRY NAW 279 3" DY YN "R RYR 922 T DY TY 3900702 PRI ,MINON 10 IRY DMINIRY ,A1MPY 3 TP 79100 ROW DM
JIN 2 DIIIR PRI ANOY NIXP 13 023990 379 012 PI0500 RON ,12I2TI AT PN IO 1112THI) sa5n DAV T2 NN 12 PIanon
91 .(97970) AW 71235 1 01232 I970A5 P2 ,YWNT 012 51 DN 720 (5727771) 3T0210 K51 103V 179 TV 1900710 PN7 (073721 57%710m)
(om0 mmn) L1920 TIA35 7177903 1911075 1N 133 5P IR 11773 5Y3 MY
Codes from Provence, Germany and nan/my in%w identifying the practices of the day.
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R. Akiva looked at the destroyed wjpn and saw the seeds of rebuilding, while his colleagues and teachers wept at the sight.
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the 18™ of 97X (=1ny1 1Y) is a fast day for the death of -2 yvI and “the earthquake”(?)
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Glory — refers to the Mikdash OTPNRN DA - T, 0090 3T - AY277 0N 1NN
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10) Letter of Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem (4th century)

6) At the outset, when they wanted to lay the foundations of the Temple on the Sunday previous to the
earthquake, there were strong winds and storms, with the result that they were unable to lay the "Temple's
foundations that day. It was on that very night that the great earthquake occurred, and we were all in the
church of the Confessors, engaged in prayer. After this we left to go to the Mount of Olives, which is
situated to the east of Jerusalem, where our Lord was raised to His glorious Father. We went out into the
middle of the city, reciting a psalm, and we passed the graves of the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, and we
besought the Lord of the prophets that, through the prayers of His prophets and apostles, His truth might
be seen by His worshippers in the face of the audacity of the Jews who had crucified Him.
12) This event took place on Monday at the third hour, and partly at the ninth hour of the night. There was
great loss of life here. (It was) on 19 Iyyar of the year 674 of the kingdom of Alexander the Greek. This year
the pagan Julian died, and it was he who especially incited the Jews to rebuild the Temple, since he favored
them because they had crucified Christ. Justice overtook this rebel at his death in enemy territory, and in
this the sign of the power of the cross was revealed, because he had denied Him who had been hung upon

it for the salvation and life of all. All this that has been briefly written
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