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(1) A SAD TIME - YEVAMOT 62B
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Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of students from and they all died in
one period of time, because they did not treat each other with respect. And the
world was desolate until Rabbi Akiva came to our Rabbis in the South and taught
them. This second group of disciples consisted of Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi
Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And they upheld the study

of Torah. All of his students died from Passover until Shavuot. Rav Hama bar
Abba said, and some say it was Rabbi Hiyya bar Avin: They all died a bad death.
What is it? Rav Nahman said: Diphtheria.
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(2) WHY RIGHT NOW? MAHARAL, CHIDDUSHEI AGGADOT YEVAMOT 62B
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This time from Pesach until Shavuot teaches about kavod HaTorah (honoring the
Torah), and the greatness of Torah that is exceeds the 50t level of understanding.
Therefore we count seven weeks, climbing higher and higher, and the students did
not honor one another, therefore they died specifically now, for lack of honor.
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(3) A CAREFUL WARNING - BEREISHIT RABBAH 5:61

I'M NOT ALWAYS RIGHT,
BOT I'M NEVER WRONG.
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He (R’ Akiva) told them (his new students) “My children! The first
ones died because they had narrow eyes in Torah of one another.
Pay attention and don’t act like them.” They stood strong and filled
Israel with Torah.
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(4) IT'SNOT WRONG! - EIRUVIN 13B
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Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For three years Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel
disagreed. These said: The halakha is in accordance with our opinion, and these
said: The halakha is in accordance with our opinion. Ultimately, a Divine Voice
emerged and proclaimed: Both these and those are the words of the living God.
However, the halakha is in accordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel.

The Gemara asks: Since both these and those are the words of the living God, why
were Beit Hillel privileged to have the halakha established in accordance with

their opinion? Because they were agreeable and forbearing, they

would teach both their own statements and the statements of Beit Shammai.
Moreover, they prioritized the statements of Beit Shammai to their own statements.
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Just because you are right,
does not mean, I am wrong.

You just haven't seen life
. from my side. j

(5) HOW DOES ¥oxY YN WORK? - RITVA ON EIRUVIN 13B
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How is it possible for both to be words of HaShem when this one say prohibited and
this one says permissible? When Moshe went up the Heavens to receive the Torah,
for each and every matter he was shown 49 reasons to prohibit and 49 reasons to
allow [a halacha]. And he asked HaShem [how can both be true?] HaShem
responded: This will be handed to the wise ones of Israel and in every
generation they will figure it out.
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(6) A PRIME DISPLAY OF “KAVOD” - YEVAMOT 13B
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Although Beit Hillel prohibit the rival wives and Beit Shammai permit them, and
although these disqualify these women and those deem them fit, Beit Shammai did
not refrain from marrying women from Beit Hillel, nor did Beit Hillel refrain from
marrying women from Beit Shammai. Furthermore, regarding ritual purity and
impurity: where these say ritually pure and those say ritually impure, they did not
refrain from handling ritually pure objects each with the other.

(Rashi) - “They did not refrain...”: Even though according to Beit Hillel the
children of the rival wife is a mamzer for she married her husband’s brother,
and that is a karet prohibition, and all products of a karet relationship are
mamzerim... Even so! They did not refrain from marrying the daughters of the
other because they would tell them “that girl comes from a rival wife” i.e.
that girl is prohibited to you, and they would not marry her.
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(Mechilta Yitro 1) Whenever the Torah says “And they traveled and they camped” it
hints that their travels contained arguments. But here [19:2] the hearts of every
person aligned and therefore the verse says “And they camped” in the singular.
Argument takes place when one doesn’t suffer/uphold the opinion of another (as
seen in Bamidbar Rabba 21:2) “Just as our faces are not similar to one another, so
too our perspectives are not similar.” Therefore, we are obligated to maintain the
perspectives of our friends for vayichan (they camped) comes from the word chein -
that everyone found something positive in their friends.

(8) APPRECIATING THE BEARD

“Some of the guys grew beards a lot faster than the
others, but it really was about keeping focused on the
job at hand. More than anything else, I think it was a

. ’»
reminder of the goals we had here.
Butch Goring (NY Islanders, 1980)

1OTIA NV IMYN NPAD PIY Page 5




