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9:15-25 Shemuel and Shaul meet (continued)

1. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 25a
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What is “And that which is on it"2 Rabbi Yochanan said: The thigh and tail fat. And what is “that which is on it"2 The

thigh is beside the tail fat. Rabbi Elazar said: The thigh and chest. And what is “that which is on it”2 They put the chest

atop the thigh when they are to wave it, and they wave it. And Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: The thigh and the

flesh atop it. And what is “And that which is on it"2 The flesh is atop the thigh.

2. Talmud, Zevachim 120a
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The differences between great altars and small altars... The chest and thigh [are given to kohanim when an offering is
brought] on the great altar, and not on the small altar...

3. Malbim to Shemuel | 9:24
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For from the sacrificial peace offerings they would raise the thigh and chest, with the fats upon them, and wave them,
and the chest and thigh were given to the kohanim, and they were called “the remains” because they remained from
the fire. On a private altar, when they did not have waving and the chest and thigh, still, this portion was honoured for
them, and it belonged to the one who blessed the offering — Shemuel. And the butcher elevated it before them in a
manner of honour, as it would be elevated before Gd on a communal altar. It was called “remains” because it would
have remained from the fire on a communal altar.

4. Rashi to Shemuel | 9:25
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“And he spoke with Saul on the roof” — rebuking and teaching him to revere Gd.

5. Malbim to Shemuel | 9:25
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“And he spoke with Saul” - revealing to him the secrets of Torah and Divine matters.

9:26-27 The next phase begins

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 9:26

1R 177 A1 LLUORIDW SI2T2 12WN2 W0 R 210 RY DIRW 23,7707 DIRW DR OwRY PR 12Wn2 127 20w RY 79772 a3 YRIww
AT DIRW DR DRIDW RIP IR MWW MOV T, W00 209190 197 ROW L, INWA MPY 2T IMIPRa TR 92 19w antaw 0 "o

Shemuel’s heart also did not sleep at night, thinking about how he would anoint Shaul as king. And Shaul neither dozed

nor slept, thinking of Shemuel’s words... And this is hinted in “And they rose early”, for both of them rose early, each

in his place, before first light, for they could not sleep. And it was at first light, then Shemuel called Shaul to the roof...

7. Malbim to Shemuel | 9:27
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Like “Sell your birthright to me like day” “Swear to me like day”. Also, he hinted to him that just as it is now day, so you

shall rise to reign and succeed, like, “And his throne will be like the sun opposite Me” “And the way of the righteous is

like shining light”.



10:1-16 Shaul’s adventure and prophecy

8. Examples of anointing Shoftim 9:8; Bereishit 28:18; Shemot 29:7; Shemot 30:25-30
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9. Anointing vs. Avelut Vayikra 10:6-7, 21:12
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10. Proprietary oil Shemot 30:31-33
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11. Talmud, Keritot 5a-b
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Our sages taught: They used the anointing oil Moshe made in the wilderness to stew the roots, according to Rabbi
Yehudah. Rabbi Yosi said: There would not be enough to even rub on the roots! Rather, they stewed the roots in water,
and floated oil atop the water so that they would absorb its scent, and then they wiped it off. Rabbi Yehudah replied:
Was only one miracle performed with the anointing oil2 It began with 12 log, and from it the Mishkan, utensils, Aharon
and his sons were anointed all through the seven days of dedication, and all of it will remain for the future, as it is
written, ‘Oil of anointing for holiness, this will be for Me, for your generations.” ‘' Zeh [this]’ in gematriais 12 log.
Our sages taught: “And Moshe took the oil of anointing, and he anointed the Mishkan, etc.” Rabbi Yehudah said: The
oil of anointing which Moshe made in the wilderness had many miracles done to it, beginning to end. It was only 12
log at the start, and some is absorbed by the vat, some is absorbed by the roots, some is burned by the fire, and it was
used to anoint the Mishkan, its implements, Aharon and his sons all seven days of the miluim, and it was used to anoint
high priests and kings, and even a high priest who was son of a high priest required anointing...

12. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 10:1
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13.Ramban (13 century Spain), Commentary to Bereishit 12:6

Know that all of the decrees of Heaven become irreversibly enduring once they cease being decrees and become active
and visible... And therefore Gd had Abraham begin to take control of Israel, and He made Abraham model all that
would happen with his descendants.

14. Rabbi Judah Loeb [Maharal] (16 century Prague), Beer haGolah, Be’er 2

Now, know and understand this, for it is an amazing insight, to create for a heavenly decree an emulation and sign
below, so that the good will come to pass and the decree will be fulfilled for the good. Therefore, it is fitting to create a
sign and emulation, as we find the prophets did. This is the matter of emulating in eating (seeing) at the start of the year



items which have a good sign, so that the decree will emerge into reality, and the good decree will thereby be fulfilled.
This is not nichush; it is only preparation for the fulfillment of the decree for the good. This is what they meant with “Since
we say that signs are substantive,” for it is substantive in this regard, that via the sign the decree will emerge into positive

reality.

15.Talmud, Horiyot 11b
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“My horn [pride] is elevated in my Gd” - ‘my horn is elevated’, not ‘my jug is elevated’. David and Solomon were
anointed with a horn, and their reign endured. Saul and Yehu were anointed with a jug, and their reign did not endure.

16. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 70:12
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All kisses are for #iflut, other than three: A kiss of elevation, a kiss of intervals, a kiss of separation... Rabbi Tanchuma

said: Also a kiss of relatives...

17.The signs
e Two men in Tzeltzach will tell you the donkeys have been found (10:2)
o Three men going to Gd, with 3 goats, 3 loaves and wine, will meet you in Elon Tavor and give you two loaves
of bread (10:3-4)
o Prophets will meet you at Gd's hill, a place of Plishti officials, with instruments and prophets, and you will
become a prophet (10:5-6)



