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1. Vayikra 21:17-18
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2. Neil H. Walls, The Origins of the Disabled Body, This Abled Body, pg. 26

A disability, cultic impurity, or even a blemish might bar a person from entering the sacred precincts of the temple.
Babylonian texts record a number of physical conditions that disqualify a man from serving as a diviner or priest... A
late version of the tradition... requires that the barupriest be of a particular familial descent and “flawless in body and
limbs”... The diviner may not have “squinting eyes, chipped teeth, a cut-off finger...

3. Shemuel | 16:7
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4. Talmud, Bava Metzia 58b
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"And you shall not abuse each other (Vayikra 25:17)" — This is verbal abuse. How? If he had repented, he should not
say to him, "Remember your first deeds." If he was descended from people who had converted, he should not say to
him, "Remember your parents' deeds." If he had converted, and he had now come to learn Torah, he should not say to
him, "The mouth that ate non-kosher will now learn the Torah spoken by the mouth of Gd!" If he is suffering, if he is ill,
or he buries his children, one should not say to him as his friends said to Job, "Your reverence is your confidence [or:
foolishness], your hope and the end of your path. Remember: Who is innocent and is destroyede"

5. Talmud, Taanit 20b
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He said to him: Empty onel How ugly is this man; are all of the people in your city as ugly as you?

He replied: | don’t know; go tell the Craftsman who made me, “How ugly is this implement You made!”

6. Vayikra 21:6, 21:21-22
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7. Rashi and Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi to Vayikra 21:6
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Rashi: Against their will, beit din will consecrate them with this.
Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi: Meaning: It refers to the preceding, that should they wish to be famei to the dead to desecrate
their sanctity, the beit din would be obligated to force them not to become famei...

Approach 1: Show you care
8. Rashi to Vayikra 21:18
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“For any who has a defect shall not yikrav' — It would be illegal for him to yikrav, as Malachi 1:8 says, “Hakrivehu now
to your governor.”



9. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:45, Friedlander translation

In order to raise the estimation of the Temple, those who ministered therein received great honour: and the priests and
Levites were therefore distinguished from the rest. It was commanded that the priests should be clothed properly with
beautiful and good garments... A priest that had a blemish was not allowed to officiate; and not only those that had a
blemish were excluded from the service, but also~according to the Talmudic interpretation of this precept-those that had
an abnormal appearance; for the multitude does not estimate man by his true form but by the perfection of his bodily
limbs and the beauty of his garments, and the 'temple was to be held in great reverence by all.

The Levites did not sacrifice; they were not considered as being agents in the atonement of sins... The duty of the Levites
was the performance of vocal music; and a Levite became therefore disabled for service when he lost his voice. The
object of the singing is to produce certain emotions; this object can only be attained by pleasing sounds and melodies
accompanied by music, as was always the case in the Temple.

10. Rabbi Benny Lau, 735w wra 5w 99275 72130
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11.Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, noay v iR 1%
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Approach 2: Mysticism

12. Rabbi Ephraim Luntschitz, Kli Yakar to Vayikra 21:17
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Appoach 3: A Perfect World

13. Rabbi Baruch Weintraub, The Blemished Kohen, Toronto Torah Emor 5773

My revered teacher, Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein shlit"a, has written sharply against Rabbi Lau's argument. Certainly, we
are obligated to accept the ba'al mum as an equal and to create a world in which this is so. However, public opinion
does not define what is considered whole or broken. By explicitly excluding the ba‘al mum from service, the Torah sets
an objective definition of "broken".

Rabbi Lichtenstein does not explain why this should be the definition, but perhaps we may suggest that the Beit
Hamikdash serves as a window to a world which is entirely good. Regarding this world it is said, "Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then the lame shall skip like a hart, and the tongue
of the mute shall sing." (Yeshayah 35:5-6) May we see this fulfilled soon.

Approach 4: Representing Gd
14.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Sanhedrin 2:6, and Lechem Mishneh ibid.
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15.Talmud, Yoma 22b
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16. Malachi 2:7
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